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An4 one wlft> halh bad losses — go to. 

Mtufh Ada ahbui Mfhtng^^ 



Wheist honest Tic^h^^ mm -kp mA ik^' 

<Met alt the cklmi trhicb Imhkd fo fenptO^ 
abilily, and wbic^, ai& "h^ (fpmeAf ought t<r 
bare^ exeitf|it^d bitn frottf tb^ hi}«iio«0 ^ 
pellation conferred 0!El Mti l^ MafMer Gm^ 
tlemim CoHTade, it 19 reffikrfei^ th#t btf 

geFw1», (ft maftei^ of soine i^f Mtobiti^ in ^ 
teitBAti ^^vAnt ea^ital^ yikA6k i^k 6^} ^Tf 
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upoH his being « a pretty piece of flesh as 
any m Messina," or even upon the concju- 

• «^e "goment of his being « a ncA feUow 
a^ough," than upon his being «,e /*a/Ari* 
had lo9ses. 

Indeed,Ihaw always observed your child- 
ren of prosperity, whether by way of hiding 
their foil glow of splendour from those whom 
fortune has treated more harshly, or whe- 
ther that to have risen in spite of calamity 
w as hoaouiaWe to their fortune as it is to 
a fortress to have undergone a siegci— how- 
ever this be, I have observed that siich per- 
sons never feU to entertain you with an ac 
cofflit <rfthe dami^ theysustain by the hard- 
ness of the times; You seldom dine at a weU- 
rappKed table, but what the intervals be- 
tween the C!hampagne, the Burgundy, and 
the HodE, are filled, if your entertainer be 
a monied man, with the &11 of interest and 
the difficulty of finding investments for 
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eadti, wMch i» thesefeie lying idle on hiB* 
hands; <nr^ifhebe^akndedpropmrtor,intli 
a woeM detail of anears aad dtminigbed 
i£nts«. This hath its effects. The guests sig^ 
and shake their heads in cadence mitk Ihm 
landlond^ lode cm the sidehoaid loaded with 
plate^ sip once more the rich wines whieh 
iow around them in quick dreulatioDy and 
think of the genuine henevolenee, which« 
thus stinted of its weans, still ktishes all 
that it yetpossesses on hospitality; and. what 
is yet nMxre flattering, on the wealth, which, 
undiminished by these losses, still continues^ 
Hke the inexhausttUe hoard of the gen«roa9 
Aboul^uiem, to sustain^ without impoverish- 
ment, such copious eracuations. 
. This querulous humour, however, hjsth its 
liarits, like to. ibid conning of grie^ao/eesy 
which all valetsbdinariws know is a most 
fasrinatii^ pastime, so loog.as there is no. 
thing to complain of . hut chronic cwiplaints. 
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But I never heftrd a man whose eredit was 
ndttially verging to deety talk of the dimiim- 
itoti of hin funds ^ and my kind and intdli» 
fent pliysidii» aesttres su^ lliat it is a imte 
iMng with those afflicted with a good souvd 
Itvet, or any m^ aetivo disoidet^ whkh 



I I 



With, mortal crisis doth portend 
His life to apprcrpinque an end^ 

t^ n^k^ his agoniosf the suhjoct ci amusing 

ec^v to iia tkai. - 

Hatiilg deie{>Iy coMidoted allt^esetiiings^ 
I afti iK^ longer aM^ t^ disguise from »y 
]<eaders^ that' I am neithdt so utipc^idehr w6v 
so Icmin hntmey as mat to itaifevf diaie 
in the distr6«si» Whid! at pmseiit affictiiie 
ilstonied an^ landedinteiest of these leahns. 
Yimt authors who Uvo nipoa a n^ton cbiq^ 
may rejoice that it haa fidiM tO' three-pmoe 
^poxsnAi mA, if they haM ebil^feti^ gis* 
t«kt^ ilMm»hm iikMihf^ peiic^lMf taay he 



r-w? who h^t^ te94».#9d beeves^ mA 9^ 
w}»% ^k^0 fogf gjl^au^is miMk Imy-^Mfie im 

atJticAi if Gjru)»-s<i;(eii^e<wld i^piuae c8»dle^eiHJbi 
lor the purpose* I jl^ei^fiiNre put in loy proud 
dbtm tp 9hme iu (tlie ^istareidses which ooly 
fMwi the w^nltiby ; mni. vmte j^iyfeSf d^ws, 

with Dogberry,, '^ a rkh feUoir emouskw" 
ln)it)itill '^<«e nrho hafth ]»Mi losses/' 

Wilib ith« tfaioe generoua q^irii of «»»- 
hbiim» I hure had ktely recowfse to the 
4UiiveT8al remedy for ttfae iaqidciiniosiiiy^of 
^i^ I coB^lftiii-^A hiief lesidcnee in a 
m«them /diimite^.hy which I have^ nut oftly 
wi^isuniy aartrlfiadsjof Malfl^ hut haw aho 
had. the j^tearase to ^caiiegfliieraljstyiDp«Ay 
for viyidMai]^ ^rwmteitista j^Biopg ihiw» 
^mhstt if myrOTSQiiahadooiriisiuad toheapoot 
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among them, would hi^ve cared litde if I had 

been hanged. Thus, while I drink my mn 

ordinaire^ my brewer finds the sale of his 

small-beer diminished — ^while I discuss my 

flask of cmquejrancs, my modicum of port 

hangs on my wine-merchant's hands — awhile 

my coutelet ada-Mmntenon is smoking on 

my plate, the mighty i^loin hangs on its 

peg in the shop of my blue-aproned Mend 

in the village. Whatever, in short, I spend 

here, ig miss^^it^^oiiie; and the few «0U8 

gained by the gargcn perruqmer, nay, the 

very crust I give to his little bare-bottomed, 

red-eyed poodle, are autani perdu to my old 

friend the barber, and honest Trusty, the 

mastiff- d<^ in the yard. So that I have the 

hapinness of knowing at every turn, that 

my absence is both missed and moaped by 

those, who would care little were I in mf 

coffin were they sure of the custom of my 

executors. From this charge of self-seeking 
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and indiiffieffence, however, I solemidy ex- 
cept Trusty, the yard-dog, whose oourteska 
towards^me, I have reason to think, were of 
a more dismterested character than those 
of any other person who assisted me to cpss- 
sume the bounty of the Public* 

Alas ! the advantage of exciting such g^ 
neral sympathies at home cannot be secured 
wiaJ i.^ c«»ae»bl. ,«»..l in- 
•convenience. *^ If thou wiehest me to we^, 
thou murt fiesfc shed^ tears thyself/* says 
Horace; and, truly, I could sometimes cry 
mysdf at the exchange I have made of the 
domestic comforts, which custom had rea* 
dered necessaries, for the foreign substLtutea 
which caprice and love of change have ren- 
dered fashionable. I cannot but con&ss With 
diaiae^ thai; my home4ired stomach longs 
for the gfeuuine steak, after the fashion of 
DoUy's^ hdt from the gridiron, brown with- 
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nil . ]^NTit»iH;<cmQ}f. 

•WjT ntoilief 8 jmr amiaot deBghft miJ|iii:p»- 

tations; and9»'i9ftit1ie8eilil<79w]kmiiiflbu 
&!( ttfitbl|ig» I.am csymaeed t^ a double 
aifsaki ^ l^idm/Biiriejriwaiiniirt have can^ 

l^iTcintanft; Hqnor iviiiljr timairmow ge^ 

I9liefe^.iiide8(|^ . snec ■ilell'^ ^umgb^^f^tkeee it 
Mlhisig ia3fXfle|rf;'agaki<t'ia:tlH^ Cha&aH 
MwgMitt. jor. fiiUeiy:} "^t-I mtakok hub m* 
Wffmhei tjbe f^eikcKDUtifiitLli^ d£ iiy:ioiBid 
ildr£i|i«cloik 'N«s^ dqiaiD ihcr^^Offoo and 
bill [fOQ^, thmiij^ ti^ejil am bddi asmriag 



.anioiaH «nd jiay ten tbaHattnd vaSmAsy'^ 
4aAik» wiiif^ ai» drvorttng toough* yet there 
^88 nunre floiuid humow 19 %h0 'vrimk «ntll 
^bidi our old viBfigir Ftdk?9food naod to 
jmnmimieate 4hi6 new; ^tf ttr^ iBoising* tbam 
-all Anittae's gataiiplaeoiiU hateeiCpMtBed 
an a {ifedc, and more of Jmnan jaod dog^Kke 

IhAn iir Us'iSbf al,rT«utaii^; bid atabd'On hia 
Ubid^^ fi)r ia tivetlranioiAk ^ 
: These agnsi o£ sqpa&tanee come periiaps 
a Iktlerkte^ awl I 09m (for I muat be enr 
^ueljifaBdid trilh m^ dfi«rfri*Dd Ae Pnb- 
iin^, that tliejF lvu»» ^etLfiome^riuKfelMflnrad, 
Ivjr ilK {mnnrskMi of iBiif mi^fe i^imaty tatike 
a»oieiit Fopiah fidtkby adeitain vhaddng 
friaal m our aeigblMlffboU» and tlie aaai>- 
lijBgB of mgr aunt Bbrdtliyrto a'>i£nDiit«aa&il^ 
eaptBiaaf hoiMi a cidbraiit monfacr .of the 
.IbegioB of HiiBQW> and wfao would/ be aa- 
liit^ Ma, bare been a FieldrMarsbal by this 



•J 



X INTRODtXCTIOK. 

time, had our old fiiend Buonapftirte ccmti- 
nued to live and to triumph. For the mat- 
ter of Christy^ JL must own her head had 
been «o fairly turned at Edinburgh with fire 
routes a-night, that, though I somewhat 
distrusted the means and medium of her 
eonverdon, I was at the same time glad to 
see that she took a serious thought of any 
kind ;-^beside8, there was Htlile loss in the 
matter, for the Convent took. her off my 
hands for a very. M«B«naMepei«ian. But 
aunt Dorothy's marriage on eardi was a 
very different matter from Christian's celes- 
tial espousals. In the first place^ there was 
two thousand three*per-cents as much lost 
to my family as if the sponge had been drawn 
over the national slate*-*-for who the deuee 
could have thought aunt Dorothy would 
have married? Above aU, who would have 
thought a woman of fifty years' experience 
woidd have married a Frendi anatomy, his 
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lower branch of limbs conresponcling with 
the upper branchy as if oae pair of hal£*ex» 
tended compasses had bee^ placed peipe&i* 
dieularly upon the top of another, while the 
space on which the hinges revolved quite 
8u£Sced to represent th^ body ? Alltl^jrett 
was moustache, pelisse, and calico trowsec. 
She might have ONnmanded a Polk of real 
Cossacks in 1815, for half the wealth which 

she surrendered to this miUtary scarecrow. 
However, there is no more to be said upon 

the matter, espedally as she had come the 
length of quoting Rousseau for sentiment*— 
and so let that pass. 

Having thus expectorated my bile against 
a land, which is, notwithstanding, a very 
merry land, and which I caanot blame, be- 
cause I sought it, and it did not seek me, 
I come to the more immediate purpose of 
this Introduction, and which, my dearest 
Public, if I do not reckon too much on the 
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4mth» caostttenoy and uni^onnity of ta^te 
are ocaroe to be mooned ufon by tboae who 
eoort ywr good giaees), may perii«|i8 go 
Ar to make sue ammda toriha loss and da^ 
laage I bave wstainad by bringing annt 
DoiDtby to tbe eosatry of tbkk calwi^ 
slender andos^ Hack iDoiiatadbes» bodiless 
limbs, (I MBwe you tbe fellow if» aa my 
&mkd JjQxi Lr^*.*^ itajidji a wmfhte gibl^t- 

pie^ aUl^gtuaud wwig^^wd l^e f ^9tim«»ta. 

If sbe bad taken fi^om the bal£>{Kiy ^st f 
ranting H^blandmaiu iiy» or a d#i^i^g ^w 
of green Erin» I would i^evfir baye m^tion«- 

^ tbe sul^ect ; but. as tbe a^r baa bap- 
pa»ed, it is scame pMsiblejoiot to ras^i^t svc^ 
^ gialittitoiis plniadenng of her own la^^ 
boirs and eseentors. M^t '' be bnsbed ay 
dark spisit/' md ht m imiie mvc deWiP^b- 
lie to a more pleasing th^mte to INI» ft vm^ 
intorosting cake U^jol^tt. , \ 
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By dhie df drmiifig acid tM, $a sibaw 
mentioned^ and smoking fieg«r% m ^vfaxcb I 
i^iifi ndiicrrke, my Pioblk sate to bein&nn^ 
eld, fbae t gyidtfially dridk dnd'mnAsed mif^x 
self itto a( catain degree cif aequaintioic^ 
with uH JmMM cmme Ufdutf one of the 
lew flue <^ spddm6fi& of nobility who are 
dfill to be fottitd Iti Ffftnco; who^ Mkg VEtA^ 
MtkttA ifrfatues of an untlqtiated and obso^ 
tete woirsfai^, i^Q command a oeftam^portioii 
of awe and estimation in the eyes even of 
thoi^ by whom ndtber one nor other wero 
rdhifitarify rendered. 

" On visiting the C(tffee-h0ti6e0f1*etillige^ 
I was, ^t first, fttrtick With tbe singukr dig« 
istiey and gravity of this gentlemaafii inan^ 
nerd, bii^ sedntoiK^ Mtaebm^M? tb dhoes and 
0toeki»^, iM^ contempt of hftlJU>ootff and 
pantakotts, the erdic^ dB JSkdnt LotU4 at Im 
button-hole, and a small whitiS coekaide in 
iStit\(^ei\Aii>ia4^^ fhere 
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was something interesting in his whole ap- 
pearance ; and besides, his gravity among 
the lively gtoupe arotmd him, seemed, like 
the shade of a tree in the glare of a sunny 
landscape, more interesting from its rarity. 
I made such advances towards acquaintance 
as the eircumstattces <^ the place, and the 
manners of the country, authorized — ^that is 
to say, I drew near him, smoked my segar 
by calm and intermitted puffs, which were 
scarcdy vii»ble, and asked him those few 
questions which good breeding everywhere, 
but more especially in France, permits stran- 
gers to put, without hazarding the imputa- 
tion of impertinence. The Marquis de 
Hautlieu, for such was his rank, was as short 
and sententious as French poHtcmess per- 
mitted — ^he answered every question, but 
proposed nothing, and encouraged no far- 
ther inquiry. 
The truth was, th^tji not very aocessible 
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to fixreigners of any natioii, or ev^ to iAmh' 

m 

gers among his own countrym^, tl^ Mar- 
quis was peculiarly shy towards the English. 
A remnant of andent national prejudiei^ 
might dictate this feeling ; or it might arise 
firom his idea that they are a haughty^ pune- 
proiid people, to whom rank, unifj^ with 
straitened cireumstanoes, affords as much 
a subject for scorn as for pity ; or; finally^ 
when he reflected on e^tain recent evaits^ 
he might perhaps fe^l mortified, as a French- 
man, even for those successes which hsid re- 
stCMred his master to the throne, and himself 
to adiminishedproperty anddilapidatedcAo* 
teau. His dislike, however, never assumed 
a more active form than that of alienation 
j&om English society. When the affairs of 
strangei^ required the interposition of his 
influmce in their behalf, it was uniformly 
granted with the courtesy of a French gen- 

16 



tfeftuii; Mhb 1assw what h Ait ta la^akU 
At l«tigtl, fey «dAtf Afflieiv tto^^M 

6f his ordifiary was iiiitttiw of Seotlali^ * 
cir^syillstlarMd wldicb t<yld D[^i(% mtty 6k 
Totur: S(Mie#fhkd«^aA<»sti^Ikifi^^ 
ifie^ had b^en df ScottiA «ii^, aii& he l«^ 
li^r^ hid hdilse h^ ^till ««iot rehitisiw iof 
ii^at b& WM f l«iii[»ed to «a& lfe(e^ pf<A&M4ii 
Hangiiifide^ iol that t»(mtxy. 'l^be eomiee^ 
tion hsid been acknowledge early in tiie 
last centurr on both sid^, and he had oiied^ 
ahnost deterttined, dming hk exUe^ (idt if 
may be siqafosed that the Mwqpds had 
jikMd the ranks of OmM, atiKl idiated all 
^e fiaifiioManeis and disdrasioB of emigMiH 
tion), to dasm the ac^piaintance and ptMes* 
tfcte of hk Sodttish Iri^Mld. ButftftoratV 
he i^iA, be earod it^t te fMteut hitn^ be- 
fore them in circums^ncas which could do 

18 



tiKua but small ci«diVttdwlii<& lisbymi^t 
think entay^d some little bnrdiefi, pcA»p0 
€?en somelittle disgmoe; so that he thoii|^t 
it best to trust in .Phnrideno^ and do tbt 
best he could for his^ own sfupport. What 
that WW I never eouid kaxh; but lam sure it 
infeifed nothing ivhicb boidd be discveditr 
aUe to the eueUeafc old luas, who hdd &6t 
his opinioBff and his lo^altf through good 
and bad repute^ till tkne restored hini» 
aged* indigent^ and hreheiHipiiited^ to ^ 
eountry whieh he had li^ in the priibe 4if 

sentment» which promised speedy vengeance 
upon those who expriied him» I might 
have laughed at soine poiskts of the; Mam 
^i^s diaraet^, at his parejiudices, particu^ 
larly, bi^h of Mvth ind pditiissi^ if I had 

jitsnees; but/ situated as her was* even if 
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thejrfaid not been finr iad honett pK^^iidi» 
eeii^ tdituiig OB 110 base or isteintod 11^ 
one must hftve iwpeeted fatm as we leapeefc 
th€ eonfefiBor or the martyr of a td^ion, 
which is not entimtf <mr own. 

By d^^reeff we beeame goodftkiidBy dmnk 
our coflbe, smoked our segw and took oar 
hMOrak tc^fetiicr^ £sr iMreiJuBi sixrweeks^ 
with Httilo i&terniptibii from aToeatioos. M 
ei^r dd& Havings with some difficulty; 
gMb die koy^ttotoof ins fai^piuies eoneemiiif 
Seothn^, bjr a fortunate conjeetme thjy^tlw 
peovinoe of Hangoisse could only be our 
lUie of Angos^ I was eoabfcd to answer the 
most ofhis queries ooBeeming his dOlies Aere 
in a manner imire or less satisfiMtory^ and 
was »mdi sui|niBed to find the Marquis 
mu<& better acquainted with tiie geneidqgy 
of some of the distingnished fnxuliesin. that 
coimty than I^ould possihly haTeesqpected. 

On his part, his satisfaction at our inter- 



ooune vasso gcMt^tbat ho at len^^di womid 
himself to mA a pitch of leaolatioii^ as to 
iiiTite me to dine at IIiq Chateaa d/B Haiit- 
limt^ wdB deserriog the name, aaoeoi^yiiig 
a cammandipg eminence on the haaks of the 
Loire. This building lay ahout tfavee msks 
fiom the town at which I had settled my 
teaaponury cstablithmcnt ; and when I fiiat 
beheid it, I could easily inrgire the mmii« 
fi^&dinga which the oitaifr testified, at le- 
ceivinga gnest in the asyfann whieh he had 
ftraxfid out of the nuns of the palaee of his 
firth^s. He gradually, with mmsh gaiety, 
which yet evidently oomedadeefttfeeiiiig, 
pnfNured me for Ihe spirt of i^laee I was ahont 
to visit; and for this he had fiill jopportu- 
nity whilst he drove me in his Httle eahiia- 
let, drawn by a large faeairy Korman'hecse, 
towards die ancient hnildxng. 

Its cemainsmn along a beautiftd terrace 
OTOrfaanging the river Loire, which faa^ 
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been foimedy laid oiit vith a sncoessiem 
of flights of steps, hi^ily ornamented with 
statues, roek-work^ and ether aMificial em- 
bellidmients,. descending from one terrace 
to another, until the yery: Teige of: the nver 
was. attdned* All this aiduteetural. de- 
caration, with, its accompanjfiBg parterres 
of rich flowers andiexotic shndbs, had xoany 
years since given pkoe to the more prdfif- 
able:scene of the vxn&»dresser's labours ; yet 
die remains^ too massive to be destroyed, 
are still visible, and, with the various ar- 
tificial slopes and levels of the high bank, 
.«.. perfect «««« how ^^, AH 
had been here employed to. decorate Nature. 
Few of these scenes are now left in perfec- 
tion, for the fickleness of fashion has accom- 
{dished in England the total change which 
devastation and popular fury hafve |»odueed 
in the French pleasure. grounds. For my 
part, I atn contCTted to subscribe to tibe opi- 
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alon of the best qualified judge of dur time,* 
wUo tbinks we have carried to an extreme 
our taste for simplicity^ aiid that the ndgfa- 
bourhood of a stately mansion requires some 
more ornate embellishments than' can bie^ 
derived from the meagre accompaniments 
of grass and gravel. A hi^Iy romantic si^ 
tuation may be degraded perhaps by an at^ 
tempt at such artificial pimaments ; but then, 
in by fiir the greater number of sites, the 
intervention of more architectural decoration 
than is now in use, seems necessary to r6« 
deem the naked tameness of a large house 
placed by itself in the midst of a lawn, where 
itlooks as much unconnected withallarouiid, 
as if it had walked out of.townupon anaim^. 



■**« 



* See Price's. £f say onthe Ficturesque^ in many pea- 
i; but I would particularize the beautiful and high- 
ly poetical account which he gives of his own feelings on 
4ettroynig, .at the.dietaiie of an impiovery an anicient se- 
questrated gar^n> with its yew hedges^ Arnamented iron 
^tes, and secltided wilderness. 



xxii I^TltODUCTrON. 

How tfce taste cmie to cJii«iige so sod* 
defily mid abtoluidy^ U latho* a lingulftr 
dteanistiiiiee^ unless we explain it e» At 
stime prifidplfe on which die three friends of 
the Father in Moliere's comedy leoommend 
a c\xte for the mdandroly of his Dangfatet^^ 
that he should furnish her apartments, tis* 
withpaintings.^J9Vithtape9try:^.0rwzthchiiia» 
s^cording to the di^Ssient commodities in 
which eachef them wasadealer. Triedhythis 
0eale^ wo may perhaps discover, that, of old, 
Ihe architect laid out the garden and the 
plttasure-grounds in the neighbourhood of 
themansion^and, naturally enough^ displays- 
ed his own art there in statues and vases^ 
and paved terraces and flights of steps» with 
HH namcntod b a lu s trad es; while the garden^ 
-efi subordinatein rank, endearoured to make 
the vegetable kingdom correspond to tibe 
prevailing taste, and cut his evei^greras into 
verdant walls, with towers and battlements. 



md his detpehad inees into it rcfeiwij^laiioe 
1^ atotuary. But the whcdl ha» .«vb^ i^^* 
solved, ao M Id place the landMape-garcleii* 
er,/a8 bi^ is csikd, upon 4inost a^levd with 
the oreUtect ; and haiee n libevaiiiiid cornier 
wbatviojbeBt use b made o£ flfade md pick> 
msQp and a oonvearting the wimtatious hk^ 
hours of tike ar^taotlnto, a ferme.atm^, 
as Jiltle dxflSBTeni fiom; the nmphcity o{ Na* 
tttre» as d^ptbycd in the tmnxHmdiiig emu** 
iry^ m the coanfiyrte of cemFmieat anA dbaA* 
lyw>&B,imfen<nuLydmmaed in then, 
dnage of a gentlemaii'is nmknee, tmn (path 
aiUyadimt. 

. To iyetem from this digfesaiDu^whieh has 
giren the Marqms's BcafanoOiet (its aotixitj 
gf eatly rdtaided by ihe cbsttwaid propen- 
niies of Jeaii<*BMst3)eef, which I suppose 
the NoimiEm horse cursed as heartily aa hb 
eoimteynm of old time waemted the tiaiiA 
ohsBfiity of a SaxoB alave,) time to aaoead (he 
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hill bjr a Ynnding eaMsevAjf nom xxxaxh 
bvokefi, we eatneinjEdght of a Jang xsngc 
of ro«fless bidldibgs, amnectect :mtk ibt 
Wesrtem estremitf of the. castle^ wjiich \ins 
totally tuinotts* ^ I should: apologise^" lie 
said, *^ to ycMiy as an EngUdimaii^ &r the 
taste of my ancestoos in cofinftrting iihat xow 
of (tables with; the aschiieetare df the csfaa^ 
teau. I know in your coimtry.it is nsual 
to remove ^lem to some distanoe; Imt my 
family liad a^ieteditafy ptidernhfetses; and 
were fond of visithig them mxxre fiaeq^ently 
tfaaii would ha^e been eoainraient if they had 
been kept at a greater distanoe. JBefiDsre the 
BevdititiOiiy I had thirty /fis^ Jmsks. ia that 
ruinous line of bualdifigs?.' 

This wooUeetibn of past nia|^i&ienco| 
eses|)ed £rom hkn' aoddaitallyy for he was 
geiiesally spaadng m alhiding to his former 
ojmteaoe. i It wis i|uietly said^ withq^ 
affeotati<»i either of the impoirtance s^ttach<- 



dL to eariy wealtfa^ or as deitunsAiiig sympa- 
tbj fox Ite faaTHig past away. It awakesb* 
ed unpieasiBg reflections^ however, and we 
wefe both sileiity till, from a paslJally re- 
paired <»>rner of wfaat had been, a porter's 
lodge, a lively French paysanne, with eyes 
as blade as jet, and as lailliaiit as diamondB^ 
eaooe oat with a smiley which shewed a set 
of ikeeth'that dnehesses might have envied; 
and took the reins of the little carriage. 

^ ^* Madclon mnst ))€' groom to-day," said 
the Marquis, after graciously nodding in re- 
^ini %r her deep reverence* to Mohseigneur, 
'^.£ir her husband Is 'gone to market; and 
for JLa Jennesse, he is almost ^tracted wil^ 
his v^pious occupations. Mad^Ion," he con* 
tintied^ as we walked fwward under the «ii« 
trante^ttic^ crowned witb the mul^ktisdari 
merial bearings of former lordb, now luilf- 
obfictmsd by moisttnd rye-grass, not to men* 



X 



tim the vagnnt la:a»die| of wme unpniMcL 
«hni]ra»-*-f'' MaddbV ke oontiiitted^ ^ was 
my wife's .goddaughter^ nod wm educated 
to be fi]l&4e^hanibre to my daxighter^" 

Tim Httle pasting Jatinatio^y that he tnus 
a widowed hiidaiid and Gfaildl^» lather^ ia- 
OBtaaed nty xai|Msct ftr the im&rtwate gea* 
tkamv to vhom «ver|r partieular. attatdiad 
to Im pteKot atnatkm bnm^t dovbtlesg 
il» own slnre of food for mdauchdy ndlec 
tiim. He* proceeded; aflber tihe pmae lof an 
instant^ with aqmething of a gayer tQne.-~ 
f^ You will he eotertaised with mj fo^ 
lok Jewkessft" he sai^^ *\ vdio, hf tibe way; 
is ten ymxB older than I ata^tbe Maiqius 
is aboj^e siiity ) — ^he reiainds lae^f the player 
in the Bomim Ckmigm^ who aeteda whole 
play.inL his own pn^er peitMm — \» ineutejon 
heing mm.^ d'hotelp maitre de <misine» ¥a*^ 
Ut-^ifi^4ima\xtf^ a whide juite of attai&wtts 



• 

ki fait omi poor iiidivkhifility. Hesomethn^sr 
xemitecb me of it eliar«cter in the Bridle ef 
IjMOttermore, "Vflikfa you must have read, as 
it is Uie work of one oi y<mt geM de lettret, 
qu^on appeSnt^Jei^w^, le Ckevi^Ser Scott.'* 

'^ I presume you mean Sir Walter?** 
• ** Yes^-^the same-^the same," said the 
Marquis ; ^ I always fS[^get n^nes which 
eommence avee eette lettre impomble/' 

We Were now led away fimn more pain- 
ful recollections ; ftr I had to put my Frendi 
Mend ngfat in two particulars. In the firat 
I prevailed with difficulty ; for the Marquis, 
though he disliked the Engliab, yet' having 
been three months in London, piqued him-* 
sdtf in undersiandmg the most intricate di& 
ficalties of otnr language, and appesded to 
every dictionary, from Florio downwards, 
Aatia Bride nmst mean the ^Bridle. Nay, 

so Sceptical was he on this point of philoloi^' 

15 
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gyp when I rentured* to bint that there utag 
liothing about a bridle in the whole storjr^ 
he, with gr^t composure, and little know-, 
ing to whom he spoke, hud the whole blame 
of that injH)n8istency on the nnfitrtunate au*. 
thor. 1 had next the common candour to 
inform my. friend, upon grounds which no 
one could know so well as myselfj; that my 
distinguished literary countryman, of whom 
I wiU always speak with the respect his ta- 
lents deserve, was not responsible for th^ 
slight works which the humour of the pub- 
lic had too generously, as well as too rashly, 
ascribed to Mm. Surprised by the.impulsd 
of the moment, I might even have gone fiir^ 
tlier, and clenched the negative by positive 
evidence, owning to my entertainer that 
p6 one else could possibly have written these 
works, since I myself was the aiithor, when 
I was saved from' so rash a commitment of 
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mjself by the calm reply of the Marquis, 
that he was glad to hear these sort of trifles 
were not written by a person of condition. 
*' We read them," he said, " as we listen to 
the pleasantries of a comedian, or our ances- 
tors to those of a professed &mily-jester, with 
a good deal of amusement, which, however, 
we should be sorry to derive from themouth 
of one who has better claims to our society.'' 
I was ccHnpletely recalled to my constitur 
tional caution by this declaration ; and be^ 
came so much afraid of committing n^isd^ 
that I did not even yenture to explain to my 
aristocratic ftiend, that the gentleman whom 
he had named owed his advancement, &x 
aught I had. evej heard, to certain works of 
Jiis, which tiay, without injury, be compared 
to nimances in rhim^ 

. The truth is, that, amongst some other 
unjust prejudices, at which I have already 

13 
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Imited, the Marqtds faail eontiaGted a hmrm, 
mingled with contemptyltraliiiost every spe- 
cies of author-^rsft, slighter than that Tffasoh 
eompmrniM a folio Tolume of kw or of dinni- 
tfy and looked upon the autbor of a mtoanbe; 
novd, fugitive poem, or periodical piece of 
entidbnn^ as men do <m Jt venomous ri^lc^ 
vniA fear at once and with loathing. The 
abuse of the pira^ be cotitended, especially 
in ite lighter defsoftmentSy had poi8oned4he 
wholtfsumdi^ofiEurope^ and waagmdualiy 
onM*tt(n;« training an influence whseh bad 
been sdlcnced amidst the voiicer of wan AH 
writers, exc^t those of the largest and hea^ 
viest calibri^ he conceived to be devoted to 
this evil cause, from RoussMu and Toltste 
down to Pi^ttlt le Brun and the author^ 
the Scotch novels ; and although h« aiibnit^ 
t^ he read them pmir poster Je Ump9, yet, 
filce Fistol eating his leek, it wat mt wijtb- 
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oitt exeoratiiig tilie tendency » as he devoored 
the 8tory» of the work mth which he was en- 
gaged. 

Observing this peculiarity, I badced out 
of the candid confession whioh my vanity 
had m^fated^ and engaged the Marquis in 
fiurther remarks on the mansion of his anoes- 
tors. '^Thete^'-hesaid^'^wasthetheatrewhere 
my &ther used to procure an order for the 
especial attendance of some of the principal 
actors of the Comedie Fraii90i8e, when the 
King and Madame Pompadour more than 
oufie visited him at this place-^yonder, more 
to the centre^ was the Baron's hall» wbers 
his feudal jurisdiction was exercised when 
criminals were to be tried by the Seignenr 
or his baiUf ; for we had, like your pld Sootch 
noUes* the right of pit and gallows, oxJbsM 
cumJkroa,2ta the civilians termit;**-4)eneath 
that lies the Question-chamber, or apart* 
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.inent for torture; and, truly, I am sorry a 
right so liable to abuse should have beeu 
lodged in the hands of any living creature; 
But/' he added, with a feeling of dignity 
derived even from the atrocities which his 
ancestors had committed beneath the gnu- 
ted windows to which he pointed, ^ raeh is 
the'effect of siiperstitioii, that, to this day, 
the peasants dare not approach thedungeons, 
in which, it is said, the wratL of my aiiees^ 
tors had perpetrated, in former times, much 
cruelty." 

As we approached the wiiidbw, while! 
expressed some curiosity to see this abod^ 
of terror,, there rose from its subterrabea^ 
abyss a shrill shout of laughter, which we 
easily det;ected as produced by a grdupe of 
playful children, who had made then^eeted 
vaults a theatre, for a joyous romp at Colin 
Maillard. 
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The Marquis was somewhat disappom&d, 
and had recourse to his tabatiere ; but, re^ 
covering in a moment, observed, these were 
Madelon's children, and famifiar with the 
supposed terrors of the subterranean recesses* 
^* Besides," he added, ^' to speak the truth, 
these poor children have been bom after 
the period of supposed illumination, which 
dispelled our superstition and our reUgioh 
at once ; and this bids me to remind you, 
that it is Vijour maigre. The Cur6 of the 
parish is my only guest, besides yourself, 
and I would not voluntarily offend his opi- 
nions. Besides," he continued, more m'an« 
fully, arid throwing off his restraint, " ad- 
versity has taught me other thoughts on 
these subjects than those whicK prosperity 
dictated ; and I thank Grod I am not asha- 
med to avow, that I follow the observances 
of my church." ... 

VOL. I. c 
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I hastened to answer, that, though they 
might differ from those of my own, I had. 
every possible respect for the religious rules 
of every Christian community, sensible that 
we addressed the same Deity, on the same 
grand principle of salvation, though with dif** 
ferent forms ; whidi variety of worship, had 
it pleased the Almighty not to permit, oul^ 
observances would have been as distinctly 
prescribed to us as they are laid down und^r. 
the Mosaic law. 

The Marquis was no shaker of hands, but 
upon the present occasion he grasped mine,; 
and shodc it kindly— -^the only mode of acn 
quiescence in. my sentiments whi^per^t 
h^s a zealous Catholic could, ox ought, con-? 
sistratly to have given upon such an occa* 
sioUf 

THs circumstance of expUnation and ce. 
mark, with others which arose out of the 
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view of the extenare rnrns^ ocqiip^ 
risg two or three tnrns xipoa the long ter* 
race, and a seat of ahont a quarter of an 
hour's endurance in & vaulted pftvilion. of 
freestone, decorated with the Marqni&'s ar- 
nKxrial bearings, the roof of which, though 
disjiDinted in some o£ its groind-arches, was 
still solid and entire. ** Here," said he, re- 
suming the tone of a former part of his con- 
versation, *^ I love to sit either at hoon» whea 
the alcove afffords me shdlter from the heat,, 
or in the evening, whea the sun's beams are 
dying on the broad &ce of the Loire — here,, 
in the wovds of your great poet, whom^ 
Frenchman as I am, I am more intimately 
acquainted with than most Englishmen, I 
love to rest myself, 

Shewii^ the code of sweet and bitter fancy." 

Against this various reading of a well- 
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kaown pasvage in Sdmkeqpeare I took, care 
to off&r no protest; for I suspect Sbake- 
i^eare would have suflbred in the.opinicw of 
so delicate a judge as the Maxquis« had I 
poved his having, written '' chewiug the 
cad/' according to all other authorities. Be- 
(ides, I had had enough of ourfonner dispi^te, 
having been long convineed (though not till, 
ten years after I left Edinburgh CoUc^c^) 
that the pith of conversation does not con- 
sist in exhibiting your own superior know- 
ledge on matters of small consequeqce^ but 
in enlarging, improving, and correcting the 
iinfonnation you possess, by the authority of 
others. I therefore let the Marquis shew 
his code at his pleasure, and was rewarded by 
his entering into a learned and welMnform- 
ed disquisition on the florid style of archi- 
tecture introduced into France during the 
seventeenth century. He pointed out its 
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loerits and its defects with considerabletaste ; 
and having touched on topics similar to those 
which I have formerly digressed upon, he 
made an appeal of a diflferent kind in their 
&vour, founded upon the associations with 
which they w«« combined. '^ Who," he 
said, ** Would willingly destroy the terraces 
of the Chateau of Sully, since we cannot 
tread them without. recalling the image of 
tiiat statesman, alike distinguished idt se- 
vere integrity and for strong and unerring 
sagacity of mind ? Were they an inch less 
.broad, a ton's weightless masinve,'or werethey 
deprived of their formality by the slightest 
inflexions, could we suppose them to remain 
the scene of his patriotic musings ? Would 
an ordinary root-house be a fit scene ftr the 
Duke occupying an arm-diair, and his Du« 
A^s a tdAauret — ^teaching from thence les- 
sons of courage and fidelity to his sons,- 
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iBodesty and fiubmisiiiw to Iub dimglbtei^^' 
of ngid morality to lioth ; while the otidjs of 
youjQig noblesse listened with ^ars',attefttite, 
amd eyes modesliy ixed on the groimdj in « 
standing postiiii^, neithsr wjlymg nor sittiog 
dowi^, without the e:xpreas commaad of their 
prittoe and pa)Reirt?-^No, Mcmineiur/'hesaid^ 
with enthusiasm ; ^ diestroy the wincely m- 

i^resented, and you remove fyim the mmd 
^e iTTaisemldaatioe, the Yeradty of the whole 
representation. Or can your mind suppose 
ihis distinguished pear and patriot waUon^ 
ia Rjififf^dm Anghm ? Why you m^ $s 
mdi lancy him dsessodwith ahluefroeaad 
white waistcoatt instead of his H^n Qaatre 
•eoat -and ciapeau a-plumes-^^Cw^i^t how 
he £Ould have moved in the tortuous maze 
of what you have ealled a ferme arn^e^ 
with his usual attoidants of two fijles of 
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Swiss guaidfi preceiKafg, aoi tbfi aaneoiim* 
ber fbllowiiig him. Tarecalhi8%iire,i;ritli 
bis heatdr'-^lumt'des'chausses a canon, uni- 
ted to hiadouUetbfteii ibcfnaaxkdia^mleUeM 
and knots of rilMiid^ you cfMdd not^ nqppiv 
sing iiim in a modem fortRn Jb^hise^i&B* 
tingiiash the pictore in yomr iMaginatioB, 
from the sketch of i^me mad old man, vAio 
has adopted the humour <tf dreissing like Inff 
great^-great-grand&thei, und whom a party 
of gens-d'armes was conducting to the 
Makon des Fous. But look cm the long 
and magnificait toftacet* if it yet exists, 
wlddi the loyal and exalted Sully was w^nt 
to make the scene of his solitary Walk twice 
PtAxy, while he pondered over thepatrlofie 
schemes which he nourished fi»r advancing 
the glory of Fiance; or, at a later, and 
more sorrowful period oi life, brooded ovec 
the meidc^ of his murd^»d master, and 



xl INTEODUCTJU>N. 

the &te of. his distracted country ;*«'4brow 
into that noble baak«ground of arcades, ya^ 
sesy.imagesj mm, and whatever amid ex^ 
prj^ the vicinity of a ducal palaee^md the 
landscape becomes consistent at once. The 
Jacthmiresp with their harquebusses ported, 
placed At the extremities of. the long and le- 
vel walk» intini^te l^e presence of theieu- 
dal prifice ; while the same is more deariy 
shewn, by the guard of honour which pre- 
e^ nsxd feUow him, their halbetts carried 
upright, their mien maittial and stately, as 
if in the presence of an enemy, yet jnoved, 
as it were, with the same s<ml as th^l^rinoe* 
ly superi^-f^tr^aching their steps to attentl 
upon his, marching as he marches, hahing 
as he halts, accominod^ting theu: pace even 
to th^ slight irregularities of pwse and ad« 
vance diptated by the fluctuations ot his re- 
verie, and wheeling with miUtary precision 
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before knd behind him, who seems the cen-^ 
tre and animating ptineiple of their armed 
files, as the heart gives life' and energy to 
the human body. Or, if you smUe," added 
the Marquis^ looking dotibtfully on my coun- 
tenance, *' at a promenade so inconsistent 
with the light freedom'of modem manners, 
could you bring your mind to demolish that 
other terrace trode by the fascinating Mar- 
chioness de Sevign6, 'with which are united 
so many recoUeotions connected with passa- 
ges in her enchanting letters ?" 

A little tired of this disquisition, which 
the Marquis certainly dwelt upon to exalt 
the natural beauties of his own terrace, which, 
dilapidated as it was, required no such for- 
mal recommendation, I informed my fiiend, 
that I had just received from' England a 
journal of ia. tour made in the south of France 
by a young Oxonian friend of mine, a poet. 
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a diaughtsnmii, and a> sdbdar,*— ^in which he 
gives such an animated and interesting de« 
scription oftheChatean-Grignan^the dwell* 
ing of Madame de Sevignd's beloved daugh- 
ter^ and frequently the place of b» own resi- 
dence, that no one who ever rted the book 
would be within forty milesof the same, with- 
out going a pHgiimage to the spot. The Mar- 
quis smiled, seemed very much pleased, and 
asked the title at length of the work in ques- 
tion ; and writing down to my dictation, ^ An 
Itinerary of Provence and the Rhone, :made 
during the year 1819 ; by John ' Hughes, 
A, M., of Qriid College, Oxfoid,'' — obser- 
ved, he oould now purchase no books for the 
chateau, but would recpmmaid that the Iti« 
neraire should be commissioned for the li- 
brary to ^ich he was. abound in the neigh- 
bouring town. ^^ And here," he said, ^^oomei 
the Cur^, to save us fiurther di^quisitioB ; 

18 
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and I see Xa Jennaase' gHdiiig jcound the 
eld portico osi ihd terrace, with the purpose 
of ringing the dinnerJselU-^a most unnecesi. 
sary ceremony fat assembling three persons, 
but which it ironid break the old man's heart 
to forego. Take no notice of him at present, 
as hemi^ies^to perform the duties of the in- 
ferior departments incognito— when the bell 
'has ceased td sound, he will blaze forth on 
lis in the character of major-domo/' 

As the Marquis spoke, we were advanced 
•towards the eastern extremity of the Cha- 
teau, whidi was the only part of the edifiee 
that iemained still habitable. 

** The Bande Noire^^ said the Marquis, 

'^ when they pulled the rest of the' house to 

-pieces, for the sake df the lead, timber, and 

Mher materials, have, in their ravages, done 

me the undesigned &vour to reduce it t6 di- 

mensioBs better fitting the circumstaiices (a 
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the owner. There it enoi^h of the leaf left 
icnr die caterpillar to cdl up his chrysalis in^ 
4md''what needs he eare what reptiles have 
devoured the rest of the hush ?" . . 

As he spoke thus^ we reached the door, at 
whidi La Jeunesse appeared, with an air at 
once of prompt service and deep respect; and 
ii countenance, whi^, though pudkered hy a 
thousand wrinkles, was ready «to answer the 
first good«*natured word of his master, with 
a smile, which shewed his white set of tieeth 
•firm and fair, in cbspite of i^e and suffisr- 
ing. . His dean edlk stockings, washed till 
their tint had heoome ycHowish-^his cue 
,tied with a rosetter-tibe diin grey curl on 
either side of his lank cheek^he pearl- 
coloured coat, without a collar'— the soli- 
taire, the Jabot, the ruffles at the wrist, 
and the chapeau^cts-^-^Jl announcedthat 
La Jeunesse 'conddered the arrival of a 
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guest at the Chateau as aa unusual ev^il^ 
which was to be met with a oorrefifpcmdit^ 
disjday of magnificence and parade on his 
part. 

As I looked at the &xtfaful tibiough fan- 
tastic follower of his master, who doubtless 
inherited his prejudices as well as his cast^. 
clothes, I could not but own, in my own 
mind, the resanblance pointed out by the 
Marquis betwixt him and my own Cateb, 
the trus^ squire of the. Master of Kavens- 
wood. But a Frendiman, a J&ck-of-all- 
trades by nature, . can, with much more 
ease aaid suppleness, addiress kimi^lf to a 
variety of aervieeis, and suffice^ in his own. 
person to dis^rge them all, than, is podsi^, 
ble for the formality ajnd skwnes&*Qf a 
Scotchman. Superior to Caleb in de3{:terity, 
though not in zeal. La J^unesde seemed to 
miiltiply himself with the necessities of th^ 
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occasion, and disdbazged his sereral tadcs 
nfith sach promptitude and assiduity, tbat 
farther attendance than his was nether 
missed nor wished for. 

l^e dinner, in particular, was exquisite. 
The soup, although beariiig the term' of' 
mmgre^ which En^hshmen use in scorn, 
was most delicately flavoured, and the ma- 
telot of pike and eels reamciled me, though- 
a Scotchman, to the latter. There was even 
a petit plat of bouUli for the heretic, so ex^ 
quisitely dressed as to retain all the juices, 
and, at the same time, rendered so tho- 
roughly tender, that nothing could be nu»e 
delieate. Th^ potage, with another small 
dish or two, were equally well arranged. 
But what the old maitre d'hotel valued 
himself upon as something superb, smiling 
with self-satis&ction, and in enjoymept of 
my surprise, as he placed it on the table. 
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was an immense assiette of spinage, not 
smoothed into a uniform surface, as by our 
uninaugurated cooks upon your side of the 
water, but swelling into hills, and declining 
into vales, over which swept a gallant stag, 
pursued by a pack of hounds in full cry, and 
a noble field of horsemen with bugle horns, 
and whips held upright, and brandished 
after the manner of broadswords — ^hounds, 
huntsman, and stag, being all very artifi- 
cially cut out of toasted bread. Enjoying 
the praises which I failed not to bestow 
on this chef cfcettvre, the old man acknow- 
ledged it had cost the best part of two days 
to bring it to perfection ;' and added, giving 
honour where honour was due, that an idea 
so brilliant was not entirely his own, but 
that Monseigneur himself had taken the 
trouble to give him several valuable hints, 
and even condescended to assist in the exe- 
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cution of some of the most capital figures* 
The Marquis bhished ia little at this eclair- 
cissement, which he might probably have 
wished to suppress, biit acknowledged he 
had wished to surprise mie with a scene from 
the popular pb^in of my - country, Miladi 
Lae* I answered, that so g^endid a cortege 
mu6Hmoreresembled a grandchksseof Louis 
Quartorze than of a poor King of Scotland, 
and that the payisixge was rather like Fon- 
tainbleau than the wilds of Callender. He 
bowed graciously in answer to this compli- 
ment, and acknowledged that recollections 
of the costume of the old French court, 
when in its splendour, might have misled 
his imagination— and so the conversation 
passed on to other matters. 

Our dessert was exquisite—the cheese, 
the fruits, the sallad, the *oHves, the ger- 
TtatiXf and the delicious white wine, each in 

9 
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their way were ifiqknfmbiM; and the good 
Marquis, with an air of great saiisfitttiany ob* 
served, that his gtiest did sincere homage to 
their merits. ** Aft^r alV he said, ^ and 
yet it is but ooniSessing a foolkh weakness—^ 
but, after all, I cannot bat fqoice in &eling 
myself equal to offering a ptranger a fort of 
hospitality which seems pleasing to faim; 
iBetieYe me, it is not entirely out of pride 
that we pauvres r&^endnU liye so very fe|i<> 
fedt and avoid the dutids of hospitality. |tia 
true, that too many of us Wander about tihs 
hdls of oior fathers, rsiheip fike ghoisti of 
their deeeaiaed pcopriettirs^ than Uke lining 
men restoied to their own possesiJiaab^tHjelk 
It is rather on your aiccount, than tki spam 
our own feelingfi^ iliat we do uot onttivate 
the society of our foreign visttQfrs. We have 
an idea that yoisr crpiifent natioti b paitir 
cularly attached to JbHe^ and to grands 

VOL. I. d 
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hhefip^toyoxixeBBe and enjojrment of every 
kind ; and the txieans of entertainment left 
to us a^e, in most case6» so litoiited, that wci 
feel ouxisdTefl totally precluded from such 
expence and ostentation. No one wislies. to 
x>Ssr lu8l)est where' he has reason, to think 
it iviU not give pleasure ; and* as many- of 
you publish your journals, Mdnfiieur leMarr 
quia would not probably be much gratified* 
by seeing the poor dinner which he was able 
to present to Milord Anglois ptot jupon per* 
znanent reccffd." : : * ^ -;.: 

'. I interrupted the Marquis, . that were I 
.to wish an account of my entertainment 
publicrhed, it would be only in order to pre^ 
^e the memtay of the very beat dkrner I 
ever had eat^i in my life. He. bowed in 
Tetium, aud presumed ^^ that I either differ*- 
<ed much from the national taste, or the acv 
counts of it were greatly exaggerated. He 
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wAfS particularly obliged to me for shev^tig 
the value of the possessions which remain- 
ed to him. The usefitil/' he said, ** had no 
doubt survived the -sumptuous at Hautlieu 
as elsewhere. Grottoes^ statues, curiouacon^ 
servatories of exotics^ temple and tower, bad 
gone to the ground ; but the vineyard^i the 
potager, the orchard, the etang^ still listed; 
and onee more he expressed himself happy 
to &id, that their combined ^ productions 
could make what even a Briton accepted as 
a tolerable meal. '- 1 only hope,", he con- 
tinued, " that you will convince me your 
compliments are sincere, 'by accepting. the 
hospitality of jthe Chateau de.'Haatlieu as 
often as better engagements wiU permit du« 
rmg 'your stay in this neighbourhood." 

I readily promised to accept an invitation 
oflfered with such grace, as to make the guest 
appear the person conferring the obligation. 
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The oonyemiioii then chaiq;ed to the 
hifltorjr of ihe dmteau and its neioit]r--^ii 
lubjecfc which vfta sttong ground to the 
MaiDqiiXB^ though he war no gr^t sntiqtiary» 
and eren no very profbund Idstonjui, whtie 
these topicB were out of queatkm* The 
Cur4 however^ chadced to be bedi» a«d 
witilal a YBtj coaVeraUe pkanng man, wttk 
an air of prevenamee, and iready tstvility of 
eommunication^ whidt I have feund a kad^ 
uig dmmetmitic tf the Catholic clfetgy, 
wlieneTer they are well-infontted or othem 
wiae. It was ftom hitn that I learned there 
still existed the remnant of a finelifatary m 
the Chateau de Haotlieu. ..The Matrfwrt 
shrugged his shoulders as the Cui^ gaife me 
this iniimatkm, looked to the one side aa4 
the other» and dtsplayixL the saif^ sort of 
petty emhnrcaasnient whidb he had been ttti«- 
able to suppress when La Jeunesae Uabbed 
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smetlmig of his inter&senee with the ar* 
xangements of the euimne. ^I should be hap^ 
P3r to shew the j^ooks/' he said, ^ but they are 
in such a wild condition, so fismantkd, <&at 
I am ashamed to shew them to any one.** 
' ^': Forgive me, my dear sir," said llie Cum^ 
? you know you permitted the great E«^« 
Hah J^Iiomaiiiac, Dr Dibdin, to consult 
your curious reUques, and you know how 
highly he Gf>oke of thera.** 
• ^ What could I do, my dear fiieiid,** sa«l 
the Marquis ; ^ the good Doctor had heard 
flomeekaggerated account ci these remnailts 
of what was onee a lilR'ary-^fae had station^ 
ei hitiuielf in the auberge below, determined 
la carry his point or die under lite walk. X 
il?en heaid of faia taking the altitade ^ the 
tunret, in order to p»mde soalkigJdddefs. 
You would not have had iM i^uce a re* 
speotable divine, tikiugh of another diuidi. 
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to such ah act of desperation ? I could not: 
have answered it in confidence." 

^ Biit you know, beside^ Monsieur le 
Marquis,^ contmued the Cuf 6, *^ that Dr 
Dibdin was so much grieved at the dilapi-i 
dation your libraiy had sustained, that- he 
avowedly envied the powers of; our churdi, 
so much did lie long to launch an anathema 
at the heads 4>f the perpetrators." 

^* His resentment ynas in proportion to 
hii9 di$2tppokitmc«it, I aiippose/' said our en- 
tertainer. . 

: ** Not so," said the Cur^ ; ** for he was: 
so enthusiastic on the value of what remains, 
Ihat I am convinced that nothing but your 
positive request to the contxary prevented 
the Chateau of Hautlieu occupying at least 
twenty pages in that 'q>lendid work of whiob 
he sent us a copy, aiid which wiU remain a 
^usftipg- monument of his ^al and erudn 
tion." 



INTflODUCTIOK Iv 

^' Dr Dibdin i& extremdy polite^'' said 
the Marquis ; f'and, when we hare had our 
boffe^hem it comes-^we will gd im the 
twret ; and I hope, as Monaeur has not 
deqpised J&y poor fare, so he wilLparddn the 
state of my eonlased library, whilet I shall 
be equafly happy if it can afford any thing 
whidli can give him ionaaemeiit. Indeed,^* 
he added, ^^ were It otherwise^ you, my good 
father, hare every right over books. wWch; 
without your xnierventiou, would neveir have 
returned to the owner/* . . o 

« Although tMs add^ioual-act of courtesy 
was eyidentfy wrested by tjie importunity 
of the Cur^ from bis reluctant fiiend, whose 
deeore to -conceal tbie nakedness of the land»^ 
and the extei^ of his losses, seemed always 
to struggle with his disposition to be obli-^ 
^ng, I could not help accepting an offer, 
v^eh, in .strict politeiijess, I ought perhaps 
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to have ufiisedL Bttt tlien* ilie rMiainn of 
a collection of sudi euriosityris hi^ gifCQ 
to o«r bibliomaniacal Dootoi! ti»& desk?e of 
leading the £)iioni hope in on eflcalademit 
srotild have beai a cbq^emte aet.of fdif^ 
denial to hffee dedined aa i^portiuiil^.^ 
tieeifig it. La Jeiuiesse brovghft cofia^ wdi 
as we only taste on tlie cbntisient» iijfKtt a 
salver^ ooyerpd vntfa a na^^ldn^ that it m^t 
he Mlemsk fe(r ^silreirs and riaafM»#<^ fixmi 

certainly so. Our r^^^t &ns finished, the 
Maxquis led ine^ up an eHaUer derohi^ 
into a inqy laige fad w^pr^OKtieiied «u 
hKHn, of nearly cme hunted ieet in length ; 
hut so waste and dilapiated» that I kept 
my eyes oa ^,poand» lest mf Idnd enters, 
tainer diouM &d himself calhad t^pm to ii^o^ 
logUBe for tattmd pictures and tomtaiM- 
ti^; and^ wwse ;&aa botitp^ &r otsetteMfai 
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Iklit ind jMded, in me cnr two instantes, ta 
4fae Ix^sterons blast. 

^' We have contrived to make the turret 
««ietliitig more faaUtable,'* mi, the Matw 
quifly as fae moTed hitrtily fiiitNi|^ tins 
chamber of deMilatitmi ^' Tki8»'' he Md^ 

a the boudohr beyond, whieh we now oe^ 
-copf aa a book-closet^ were fstes^rved aoeie 
^euious eabfifrM paintings, whoae email mm 
tequired that they ahotild be viewed near** 
ly/' 

* As he spoke, he hdd eside a portion of 
the tapestry I have mentioned, and we en* 
tered the room of which he i^ke* 

It was octangnlar, eorfeqponding to Ae 
^SLtenial shape of the tnsrrt whose interior 
it oecopied. Four of tiw sides had kttieed 
windows, ennmandfaig eaeh, &cm a differ^ 
tttt point, the meet beanttfiil prospect over 
the majestic Leise, and the adjacent osim« 
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try through whieh it Vrlnded; and tBe 
casements were filled .with stained glasn, 
tfavongh two of which stf earned the lustre 
of the setting sun, showing a farilliaat aft> 
aemhlage of religioi^ emblems and arino* 
jrial' bearings, which it was seairee possible 
to look at with'an'undazaled eye ; but thfe 
other two windows, fimm whieh the 'sun- 
beams had passed sway, could be closely ex^ 
amined, and plainly diewed £^t the iatfei- 
4SBB were glazed with stamed glass, which 
did not belong to them originally, but, as I 
afterwards learned,' to the prc^med and de- 
aecrated ehapel of the castle. It had been 
the amusement of the Marquis, for sevi^ 
months, to accomplish this rybcciamento, 
with the assbtaiKse of the Curate and the 
attfoapable La Jeunesse ; and though theiy 
had only patted together &agments, whsish 
were in many places very minute, yet the 
fitaiaed'glais, tiU csscaoiiied very dosely^ wA 



mtli the eye of an antiquary, produiised, on 
the whole, a v^y pleasing e£^t. 
^ The sides of the apartment, not oceapied 
1^ the lattices, w^ie {excepting (he q^ace f(M» 
the small door) fitted tm with pr^esses and 

and brought to a dark colour by time, near* 
ly resembling that of a ripe chesnut, and 
partly of common deaL employed to repair 

violence and. devastation. On these shelves 
'm&e deposited the wrecks, or rather the pre* 
<doiia reMques, of amtst qfcndid libmry. 
f The Marquis's father had been a man of 
information, and his grand&tber was famous, 
even in the court of Zjoms XIV., where li^ 
terature was in some degree consid^ed as 
the £isUi«B, for the extent of his acqmie* 
ments. Those two proprietors, opident in 
theb fortunes, and tiheral in jtheindulgen« 
pf their t^te, had jaade such Editions if 
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s curuni0 oU Gothk library^ wbkh had d&* 
soended from their imcestora, that there were 
few ooUeetioBi in Franoe which could he 
compai|ed to that of HautHeu* It bad heeir 
oompletely dispersed^ in ooi^sequetice of au 
)Itjttdged attempt of the present Marquis^in 
1790, to defend his Chateau againtt a reT0« 
hitionary mcA). Imckily, the Gui^, who,, by 
hia charitable and moderate conduct,and hia 
evangdical virtues, possessed muidi inieresfc 
among the neighbouring peasantry, pievail. 
ed on many <^ them to buy, &r the petty 
sum o£ ^ &w sous, and sometimea at th^ 
ra]gar rate of a glass of Ivandy, vohuties 
:whicii had cost laige sipas, but wfaieh were 
4mm6d off in mere spite by the niffians yAo 
I^Uagel the css^e. He himseif also had 
piuchafied as many of the books4tt hk fiinds 
liould possibly readi, and to his care it was 
owing that tbey were restored to the turret 
in whidi I found tbcm. It was no wander^ 
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therefore, tlidt tbe goodCur^ Bad s<»ne pride 
ind ple^nire in shewing the collection to 
strangers. 

In spite of odd volumes, imperfectioDi^ 
and aU the other mortifications which an 
aniateiir encounters in lodging thtotgfa an 
31 Jcept libraly, there were many artides in 
that of Hautlieu, calcnlated, aa Boyes says, 
'^ to ekrate and surprise" the BiUiomaniae. 
X here were. 



€( 



The small rare volume^ dark with tami9h'ci gvM^' 



as Dr Ferriar ftelingly stngs-^^^^oorkms and 
mhljT painted tmsialfl, mai^iitempta of 1880; 
IBSNH and even ettrtiar, and woi&sin Gotiur 
type, printed in the fifteenth andflbitesnA 
centuries. But of these I intend to give a 
more detailed account, should the Marquia 
gnmfc his permissidfi. 

In the meantiiiM^ it is suAcient tb say^ 
thaty ddigfated mth the day I had ipent at 
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Hautlien^ I frequently repeated my visit; 
and tliat the key of the octangnlar' tower 
was always at my command. In those houts 
I became deeply enkmoured of a part of 
Frendi history, which, although most im*i 
portant to that of Europe at large, and il^ 
liistratied hy an inimitable old historian, I 
had never ' suffiei^ntty' studied. At the 
same time,' to gratify^ the feelings of my ex* 
cellent host, I occupied myself occasionally 
with some family memorials, which had for- 
tunately been preserved, and which contain- 
ed some exirious particulars respecting the 
connection with Scotland, 'which first found 
me favour in the eyes of the Marquis de 
Hautliem. 



' I |)ondered on these things, '99ior> meOy 
until my return to Britain, to beef and sea- 
coal-fires, a change* of residence which took 
place since I drew up these Gallic renuais* 
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cences. At length, the result of my me- 
ditations took the form of which my read- 
ers, if not startled hy this preface, will pre- 
sently he enahled to judge. Should the 
Puhlic receive it with favour, I will not re- 
gret having heen for a short time an Ab- 
sentee. 
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CHAPTER I. 



THE CONTItAST. 



Look here upon this picture, and on this. 
The counterfeit presentment of two brothers. 

JBamieL 



The latter part of the fifteenth century prepared 
a train of future eveiit$, that ended by raising 
France to that state of formidable power, which 
has ever since been^ from time to time, the prin- 
cipal object of jealousy to the other Europeiui 
nations. Before that period, she had to struggle 
for her very existence with the English, already 
possessed of her fairest provinces ; while the ut- 
most exertions of her King, and the gallantry 
of her natives, could scarce protect the remainder 
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from a foreign yoke. Neither was this her sole 
danger. The Princes who possessed the grand 
fiefs of the crown, and, in particidar, the Dukes 
of Burgundy andBretagneyhadfiometo wear their 
feudal bcmds so lightly, that they had no scruple 
in lifting the standard against their liege and 
sovereign lord^ the King of France, on the slight- 
est pretences. When at peace, they reigned as 
absolute princes in theiir own provinces ; and the 
House of Burgundy^ possi^ssed of the district so 
called, tf^ether with the fairest and richest part 
of Flanders, was of itself so wealthy, and so 
powerful^ as to yield nothing to the crown, either 
in splendour or in strength. 

In ijaaitation of &e grand feudatories, each in- 
fetuM: ya/36al of ibe crown assiuned as much ind&i 
peodeno^ as hia dialance from the sovnragn 
power, the extent of his fief, or the sireaigth of 
Jm resid^ce, enabled him to maintain ; and these 
petty tyrai|ts, no longer amenable to the exerdse 
of tike kw, perpetrated with impunity the wildest 
exDCiies of fantastic oppression and cruelty. In 
Auvergne alone, a repcnrt waa made of more thaa 
thm hundred of these independent noUes, to 
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whom incest, murder, and rapine, were the most 
<Nilinary and famiUar actions* 

Be^es these evils, another^ springing out of 
the long-^continued wars betwixt the Frendl and 
English, added no smali misery to tiiin distracted 
kingdom. Numerous bodies of soldiers coQected 
into bands, under officers chosen by fliemselves, 
from among the bravest and most successfiil ad- 
venturers, had been formed in various parts of 
France out of the refuse of all other countries. 
These hireling combatants sold their swords to^ 
a ^ne to the best bidden ; and, where such offer 
WAS wanting^ they mad^ wiu* on their own ac- 
count, seizing castles and towers, which they used 
as the places <^ their retreat^-^-^making prisoners, 
and ransoming them,^'«exaotit^ tribute from the 
open villages and the country around them,-'-4ind 
acquiring, by every species of rapine, the appnv 
priate epithets of Tondeur^ and EscorcheurSf that 
is, CRppers and Floffers. 

In the midst of the horrors and miseries arising 
from so distracted a ^ate ci public iiffairs, recki 
less and jttoftise expence distingoidted the courts 
of the lesser nobles as wdl as of the superior 
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prioces ; and tbeir dependents^ in knilation, et-^ 
pendedinrude, butmagnificentdispiay^the weakli 
which they extorted from the people. A tone of ro- 
mantic and chivalrous gallantry (which, however, 
was often dii^aced by unbounded l]oen8e,)charac* 
terized the intercourse between the sexes ; and the 
language of knight-errantry was yet used, and its 
observances followed, thou^ the pure spirit of 
honourable love, and benevolent enterprise, which 
U inculcates, had ceased to qualify and atone for 
its extravagancies The jousts and tournaments, 
the entertaiumtots and revels, which each petty, 
court displayed, invited to France every wander- 
ihg adventurer ; and it was seldom that, when ar-- 
rived there, he failed to employ his rash courage,, 
and headlong spirit of enterprize; in actions for 
which his happier native country affcffded no free 
stage. 

At this period, and as if to save this fair realm 
from the various woes with whidi it was me- 
naced, the tottering throne was ascended by 
Louis XI., whose character, evil as it was in it-^ 
self, met, combated, and in a great degree neu- 
tralized, the mischiefs of the time^-as poisons of 
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Qf/foAng qiaalitiuBS are said, in anoent Bteks of 
Buediciiie, to have the power of GoimteraotiDg.e«di 
otb^. 

Brave enough for every useful and politifcal 
purpose, Louis had not a spark of that roman^ 
tic valour, or of the pride connected with, and 
arising out of it, which fought on for the point of 
|tf>nour,^ when the point of utility had been long 
gained* . Calm, orafty, and profoundly attentive 
to his own interest, he made every sacrifice, both 
of pride and passion, which could interfere with 
i^ He waa careful in, disguising, his real senti- 
ments and purposes from all who approached him, 
and frequently used the expressions, f^ that the 
king knew not how to reign, who knew not how 
tp dissemble ; and that, for himself, if he thou^^ t 
his very cap knew his se^^ets, he would throw it 
into the fire.^ No man of his own, or of any other 
time, better understood bow to avail himself of 
the frailties of others, and when to avoid giving 
any advantage by the untimely indulgence of his 
own* 

He was by nature vindictive and cruel, even to 
the eji^tent of finding pleasure ia the frequei^t exe^ 
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(nitiotiBWhKhlMtixiDUilHiidecL But^ aspoiouek of 
m^rcy «ver indiiced him to apai^ vhen^hecould 
with safety condemn, so no sentiment of vengeano^ 
ever stimulaled him to a prematuxe violcaioe* He 
seldom, qirung on faig prey till it wa» £iirly with« 
in his gcasp, and till all diance of J^esctie was ia 
vain ; and hit morements were so studiously dis» 
gttised^ that lua suoeess was generally what first 
aimounoed to the wtork} whai ohjeot he had he&L 

In like manoei 5 die avarice of Louis gave way 
to apparent profusioOy vr\jiea it was necessity te^ 
bribe the £B.vomrite or Bodnister of a rival prinoe 
for averting any impending attack, or to break' 
up any aUiance confederated against Mm* He 
was food of Moense and {Measure ; but neith^ 
beauty nor the chaae, though belli were niiii^ 
passions, ever withdrew him from the most re** 
gular attendance to public buanessand the affairs 
of his kingdom. Hi& knowledge of mankind wa& 
profound, and he had sought it m the private 
walks of life, in which he often^ personally nftin-^ 
gled; and, though personally pioud and haughty, 
he hesitated not, wi$b an inatlMtion fa the ar^ 
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flomethii^ portttitcMisly utmatutal, te» raise from 
the lowest rank men whom he ettiplo3red on the 
BKM^ important duties^ add kn^w so well how to 
diDose them) diat be was mrely disappointed iti 
their qualities. 

Yet there wcire coDlnidkatioItt in thenataieof 
tbisartfiil and afale jHnnrcfa;* for fauinanitjr is 
Qcnrer unifimoDt. Himself the most false and i&* 
sincere of mankind, some of the greatest errors 
of his life arose from too rash a confidence in fhe 
honour and integrity of 'Others When these er* 
mrs took plaee, they se^m to hiMre arisen from an 
over-refined syst^of policy^whidbinduced Louis 
to assume the appearance of undonhring confix 
denoe in those whom it was bis object tb oyer« 
reach ; for, in bis general conduef , he was as jea* 
lous and suspicious as any tyrant who ever lived* 

Two oth^ points may be noticed, to complete 
the sketdii of this formidable character, who rose 
among the n^de chivalrous sovereigns of the pe« 
nod to the rank of a keeper among wild beasts^ 
who, by superior wisdom.and pohoy, by distribu.^ 
tion of food, and some disdpline by blows, comes 
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iDally to piediwiiiate over thoae^ wb^^ if iiiifliib« 
y^tM by hk arts, wocUd l^ main atreagth have 
torn him to piee^ 

The fiiii of these attiibutaa was Louis's e3C€ean 
eve ^])ersttticH(i, a plague with which HiBaveu 
often afflicts those who refuse to listen to thedie- 
latesof rel^^n. The remorae arising fiom his eri^ 
actions^ Louis never endeavoured to appease by 
say relaxation in his Madnavdlian stratagemsy 
but laboured, in vain, to sooth and olence that 
painfhl fieding by supersliliims observanoesi so^ 
yere penance, and profuse g^flfcs to the eoclesias- 
tics. The seeond property, with whidi the first 
is sometimes found strangely united, Wns a dis» 
pantion to low pleasures add obscure debauch* 
ery. The wisest, or at least the most craf^ 
Soveragn of his time, was fond of ordinary Sfe, 
and, being himself a man of wit, ^ijoysd the jests 
andrqmrtees of social conversation more than 
eould have bem expected from other jpoints of 
his character. He even mingled in the comic ad- 
ventures of obscure intrigue, with a freedom 
scarce consbtent with the habitual and guarded 
jealousy of his diameter; and was so fond of tto 
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j§pem» of biwible gallantry, that he caused a 
nmnber of itagay and UoentlouB anecdotes to he 
fgnrolled in a collection well known to book-ooU 
Jeetors, in whose eyes (and the work is unfit for 
any other) the right edition is very preciouls. 

' By means of this monarch^a powerful and pru^ 
dent^ though most unawiahlecharacter, it pleased 
Heaven, who works by the tempest as well ite by 
the soft small rain, to restore to the great. French 
nation the benefits of eWil government, which, at 
the time of his aceesston, they had nearly lost al- 
t<^ther« 

Ere he succeeded to the crown, Louis had 
^ven evidence of his vices rather than of his 
talents. His first wife, Margaret of Scotland, 
was *^ done to death by slanderous tongues^^ 
in her husband^s court, where, without his en- 
couragement, no word had been breathed against 
that amiable and injured princess. He hftd been 
an ungrateful and a rebellious son, at coe time 
conspiring to seize his father^s person, and at an^ 
other, levying open war against him. For the first 
otB&acey be was banished to his appanage of 
Pauphine, which he governed with much saga^ 
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dty^for dit flcicond,, he was driven into absolttte 
exile, and forced to throw himMll on the mercy, 
and ahnost the eharitj, of the Duke of Burgundy 
and his son, where he enjojred boispitality, afier*^ 
wards indifferently requited, untifl the death ot 
his father in 1461 . 

In the very outset ct his rrign, Lonis was aU 
most overpowered by a league formed against 
him by the great vassals of France, with the 
Duke of Buigundy, or rather his son, the Count 
de Charalois, at its head. They levied A poweiv. 
ful army, blockaded Paris, fought a battle c^ 
doubtful event under its Very walls, and put the 
French Monarchy on the brink of actual destrnc* 
tion* It usually happens in such cases, that the 
most sagacious general of the two gains the real 
fruit, though perhaps not the martial fame, of 
the disputed fidd. Louis, who had shewn greatt 
personal bravery during the battle of Montlb^ry, 
was able, by his prudence, to avail himself of its 
undecided event, as if it had been a victory on his 
aide* He temporized until the enemy had bnJien 
up tfadr leaguer, and shewed so much dexterity 
in sowing jealousies among those great powers, 
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that their aUiance << for the public weal,* a& they 
termed it» but, in reality^ for the overthrow of ell 
but the extenud appearance of the French mo- 
narchy, broke to peoei^ and was never again re- 
newed in a manner so formidable* From thii 
period, for several years, Louis, relieved of all 
dimger from England, by the Civil Wars of York 
mid I^ancaater, was engaged, like an unfeeling 
but able pbyamu* in <^ng the wounds of the 
body p<ditic, or rather in st<^ping, now by gentle 
remedi^, now by ^e use of fire and steel, the 
progress of those mortal gangrenes with which it 
was then infected. The brigatmidge of the Free 
Companies, and the unpunished oppressions of 
the nobility, he laboured to lessen, since he could 
not actually 9top them ; and gradually, by dint 
of unr^laxed attention, be gained some addition 
to bia own regal authority, or effected some di. 
mmution of tbp69 by whiieh it was counterba* 
lanced. 

Still the King oi France was surrounded by 
doubt and danger. The members of the league 
^< for the pnbUc weal,"^ though not in umscm, 
wtte in existenoe, and that scotched snake might 



14 CHAP. I. THIS CONTBAST. 

re-unite and become dkngeroufd 'k^Uii. But a 
worse danger was the increasing power of the 
IHike of Burgundy, then one of the grei^jest 
Princes of Europe, and little diminished in naiii 
by the very precarious dependence of his duchy 
upon the crown of France. 

Charles, sumamed the Bold, or rather the 
Audacious, for his courage was allied to ratihness 
and frenzy, then wore the ducal ooaconet of Bur- 
gundy, which he bunied to convert into a tofik 
and independent rc^al crown. The character of 
this Duke was m every respect the direct contrast 
to that of Louis XI. 

The former was calm, deliberate, axti crafty, 
never prosecutingadesperateenterprize, andnev^ 
abandoning a probabfe one, however distant the 
proqpect of success. The genius of the Duke was 
entirdiy different* H&rushed on dang^ because 
he loved it, and on difficulties because he despised 
them. As Louis never sacrificed his interest t6 
bis pasffion, so Charles, on the other hand, never 
sacrificed his passion, or even his humour, to any 
other CDioiderations* Notwithstanding the neaf 
relationship that* existed between them, And' the 

9 
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support which the Duke and his father had af- 
fisrded to Louis in his exile when Dauphin^ 
theie was mutiial contempt and hatred betwixt 
4faem. The Duke of Burgundy deqnsed the 
cautious policy of die King, and imputed to the 
faintness of his courage, that he sought by 
lei^es, purchases, and othor indirect means, those 
advantages, which, in his place, he would have 
snatched with an armed hand ; and he hated him, 
not only for the ingratitude be had manifested 
for former kindnesses, and for personal injuries 
and imputations which the ambassadors of Louis 
had cast upon him, when his father was yet alive, 
but also^ and especially, because of the support 
which he affonled in secret to the discontented 
eitbsens of Ghent, Liege, and oUier great towns 
in Flanders. These turbulent cities, jealous of 
their privileges, and proud of their wealth, fr^ 
quently were in a state of insurreclicm against 
their liege lords the Dukes of Burgundy, and 
never failed to find under-hand countenance at 
the Court of Louis, who embraced every oppor- 
tunity of fbm^Ditang disturbance within the do- 
minioni of his overgrown vassal* 
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The contempt and hatred of the Dake were 
^retaliated by Louk with ecpul energy^ tfiough 
he used a dncker veil to oonceal his saitiiiients. 
It was impossible for a man of Us profound sa- 
gacity not to despise the stubborn obstinacy 
which never resigned its purpose, however fatal 
perseverance might prove, and the headlong im- 
petuosity, which comm^iced its career without 
fdlowing a momoit^s consideration for the obsta- 
des to be encountered* Yet the King hated 
Charles even more than he contemned him, and 
his scorn and hatred were the more intense, thnt 
they were mingled with fear; for he knew that 
the iHi9et cif the mad bull, to wIkhu he likened 
the Duke of Bni^gundy, must ever be fbrmida- 
ble» though the ammal makes it with shut eyas. 
It was not alone jthe wealth of the. Burgundian 
provinces, the diadpline of the warlike inbabl- 
tots, and the mass of their cvoMrded population, 
which the King dreaded, for the peraonalqualities 
(^ thdir leader hod also much in them that was 
dangerous. The very soul of bravery, which he 
pushed to the verge of rashness, and beyond it-^ 

profuse in expeDditnr&-HBpleDdid in his court, 
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his person and his retinue, in all which he dis- 
played the hereditary magnificence of the house 
of Burgundy, Charles the Bold drew into his ser« 
vice almost all the fiery spirits of the age, whose 
temper was congenial; and Louis saw too clearly 
what might be attempted and executed by such 
a train of desperate resplutes,' following a'leasder 
of a character as ungovernable as theirx>Wii. • > 

There was yet another circumstance which in- 
creased the animosity of Louis towards his over- 
grown vassal ; for he owed him favours which he 
never meant to repay, and was under the fre- 
quent necessity of temporizing with him, and 
even of enduring bursts of petulant insolence, 
injurious to the regal dignity, without being able 
to treat him as other than his ^^ fair cousin of 
Burgundy.*" 

It was about the year 1^68, when their feuds 
were at the highest, though a dubious and hollow 
truce, as frequently liappened, existed for the 
time betwixt them, that the present narrative 
opens. The person first introduced on the stage 
will be found indeed to be of a rank and circum- 

VOL. I. B 
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atanoe, wbkh one vf&uid hare thougbt scuree 
needed lUitttration fiom.adisBatation on the re- 
lative pomtion of two great priiices ; but the pas- 
fiiont o( the great, their qnatrels, and their recon- 
ciliations^ inyoive the fortunes of ali who ap- 
proach them; and it will be fbund, on proceed- 
ing further in our sioarjj thiU tins fnvliniinary 
Chapter is neceasiuy Sat comprehending the ad- 
ventures of the individual whom we are about 
IP describe. 



C i» ] 



CHAPTER II. 



THE WAKDEBER. 



Why then the world ii my oyster, which I with sWorA wUl open. 

^ Ardent PUfoL 



It was upmi a delicious sanmier morning, before 
the sua had assumed its scorching power, and 
while the dews yet cooled and perfumed the air, 
that a youth, coming from the north-eastward,, 
approached the ^id of a -small river, or rather 
a large brook, tributary to the Cher, near to the 
royal castle of {4esms, wJiose daik lind multiplied 
battlements rose in the back ground over the ex« 
tensive fotegt with which they were surrounded. 
These woodlaiids compriied a noblechase, orroyal 
park, fenced by an enclosure, termed, in the Latin 
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of the middle ages, Pleocitiumj which gives the 
name of Plessis to so many villages in France. 
The castle and village of which we particularly 
speak, was called Plessis-les-Tours, to distinguish 
it from others of the same name, and was built 
about two miles to the southward of the fair town 
of that name, the capital of ancient Touraine, 
whose rich plain has been termed the Garden of 
France. 

On the bank of the abovementioned brook, op- 
posite to that which the traveller was approach- 
ing, two men, who appeared in deep conversation, 
seemed, from time to time, to watch his motions ; 
for, as their station was much more elevated^ they 
could remark him at considerable distance. 

The age of the young traveller might be about 
nineteen, or betwixt that and twenty, tod his face 
and person, which were very prepossessing, did 
not, however, belong to the country in which he 
was now a soj.ottnier« His short grey doak and 
bose were rather of Flemish than of French 
fashion, while the smart blue bonnet, with a 
single sprig of holly and an eaglets feather, was 
already recognized as the Scottish bead-gear. 
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His dress was very neat, and arranged with the 
precision of a youth conscious of possessing a fine 
person. He had at his back a satchell, which 
seemed to contain a few necessaries, a hawkirig 
gauntlet on his left hand, though he carried no 
bird, and in his right a stout hunter's pole. 
Over his left shoulder hung an embroidered scarf 
which sustained a small pouch of scarlet velvet, 
such as was then used by fowlers of distinction 
to carry their hawks^ food, and other matters be- 
longing to that much admired sport. This was 
crossed by another shoulder-belt, which sustain- 
ed a hunting knife, or couteau de chasse. In« 
stead of the boots of the period, he wore buskins 
of half-dressed deer^s-skin. 

Although his form had not yet attained its 
full strength, he was tall and active, and the light- 
ness of the step with which he advanced shewed 
that his pedestrian mode of travelling was plea- 
sure rather than pain to him. His complexion 
was fair, in spite of a general shade of darker 
hue, with which the foreign sun, or perhaps con- 
stant exposure to the atmosphere in his own 
country, had, in some degree, embrowned it. 
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His features, withoul being quite regular, were 
frank, op^n, and pleasing. A half smile, which 
seemed to arise from a happy exuberance of ani^ 
m^^Hiirits^ shewed, now and then, that his teeth 
were well set, add as pure as ivory ; whilst his 
bright blue eye, with a eorresponding gaiety, had 
an appropriate glance for every ol^ect which it 
encountered, expreiAng good humour, lightness 
of heart, find determined resfdntion. 

He received and retuhied the salutaiaon of the ' 
few travellers who frequented the road in these 
dangerous Umes, ^ith the action whichsuitedcacb; 
The strolling spearman,half*8ohKer,'half-briganil, 
measured the youth with his eye, as if balancing 
the prospect of booty with the chance of desperate 
resistance ; and read such a piiospect of the lat- 
ter in the fearless glance of the passenger, that 
he dianged his ruffian putpose for a surly ** good 
morrow, comrade,^ which the young Scot an- 
swered with as martial, though a less sullen tone« 
The wandering pilgrim, or the begging friiar, an- 
swered his reverend greeting With a paternal be- 
nedidte ; and the dark-eyed peasant girl looked 
after him for many a step when they had passed 
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each Gt}i«r, and i^tercbtfigeii a laughing good- 
laanow. In short, there was aome altractionabout 
his whole appearance not easily eeeaping atten- 
tioDy aiad whieh itdmved fromthe combiiiatiMpf 
fearlesafnmknesaandgood bumottr, with upright- 
ly looka, 'and a handsome face and person. It • 
seemed^ too^ as if his whole af^iearanoe bespoke 
one who was entering on life with no apprehen* 
sioa of the evib with which it is be^et, and not 
much means of struggling with its hardships, ex- 
cepting a lively spirit and a courageous disposi- 
tion ; and it is wkh such tempers that youth most 
readily sympathises, and for whom age and ex* 
perienoe feel affectionate and pitying interest 

The youth whom we have described, had been 
loi^ virible to 4he two persons who loitered on. 
the oppomte side of the small river which divi- 
ded him from the park and the castle ; but as he 
descended the rugged bank to the water^s edge, 
with the %ht step of a roe w4iich visits the foun- 
tain, the younger of the two said to the other, << It 
is our man — it is the Bohemian ! If he attempts 
to cross the ford, he is a kisl man-«-4he water is 
up, and the ford impassaUe.'^ 
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« Let himmake thatdificav«ry hiinself,gossip,^ 
said the elder persona^ ; <^ it may, perchaiKse, 
save a Jropi^5 and bseak a proveih.^ 

'^ I judge him by . the blue cap/^ md the other, 
<< for I cannot aee his faee.*— Hark, ut — he hal* 
loos to know whether the wal^ be deep.^ 

^^ Nothing like experiencain this world,^ aa* 
swered the.otb^-r-^^ let him try^^^ 

The yoving man, ia the meanwhile^ receiving 
no hint to the contrary, andtakii^ the silenee of 
those to whom be ap^ied as an^-encoiirag^ment 
to proceed, entered the stream witbpiiti further 
hesitation thaQ. the delay necessary to takeoff his 
buskins. Tbe,elder person, at the sameJofiofQeet, 
halloo^ to him to beware, .adding,^.in.a lower 
tone, to hisi companion,. ^^ Mortddm^-^gmsip'-^ 
you have; made Another mistake-f-this is not the 
Bohemiap chatterer*^ 

But the intimation to the youth came too late* 
He either did not bear or could not profit by it^ 
being, already in the deep stream. To one less 
alert, and practised in the exerdse of swimmsi^, 
death had I)een certain, for the bixrak was both 
deep and strong. 



CHAF. 11. THE WANDSBEB* 25 

** By SaiDt Anne ! but he is a' proper joutfa,^ 
said the elder man — << Run, gosmp, and help 
your blunder by giving him aid, if thou canst. 
He belongs to thine own troop— if old saws speak 
truth, water wiU not drown him.^ 

Indeed, the young tcayeller swam so strongly, 
and buffeted the waves so well, that, notwith^ 
standing the strength of the current^ he Was car* 
ried but a Etde way down from: the ordinary 
landing placew^ 

By this time the younger of the two strangenf 
was hurrying down to the shore to -render asdsU 
anee, while the other ii^owed him at a graver 
pace,' saying to himself as 'he approached, *^ I 
knew water would never* drown that young fel-: 
low«-— By my halidome,.he is ashore, and gtasps 
his pole— If I make not the more haste, he will 
beat my gossip for the only charitaUe action 
which I ev^ saw him perform in his life.^ 

There was some reason to augur such a cdu- 
duuon of the adventure, for the bonny Scot had 
already accosted the younger Samaritan, who 
was liast^ng to his assistance, with these ireful 
words*-^' Discourteous dog ! why did you not 
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miOTicr wImk I csUed tokaow.if thepaisi^ iras 
lit to be attempted? May the foul fiend catch 
me^ but I will teach joii the feqpeet due to 
stnuigera oa the next occasioiL^^ . . 

This was accaaipaiiied wkh .that, aigaificaiit 
flounh with, his pole which is called Je mwnSimti 
becaiue theardst, holdkig it ia the middle^ braft. 
didies the two enda in every dieeetion; like the 
anlaof a wiDdnttlltn motion. His ap|K)nent, sedng 
hunself thus menaced, laid hand upon Ibb sword, 
Cor he waaooe of those whaoa all occasions are 
monrcedj for action than for speech ; . but hiv 
mane coBttdenrte ooflamde, who came up, com- 
manded him to forbear, and^ turning to the 
young man, accused him in turn of precipitation 
ia phinging into the s wdUen ford^ and of intempe- 
raite Tioleooe hi. quarrelling, with a man^ who wa» 
hastening to his assistance*. 

The. youn^ nunv <^ hearing hunself thus re* 
proYcd by a man of advanced age and respect- 
dblt appearance, immediaftely lowered hia wea* 
pcAi» and said be would be sorry if he had done 
them injustice ^ but, iareality,»it8lppearedtohim 
es if they had saffeted him to put Ms life in perii 
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for want of a word of timety warning, which ooold 
be Uie port aeither of honest laen nor of good 
Chri8tian$, far less of r«^iectaUe burgesses^ such 
as they seemed to be. 

^ Fair son,"" said the eldor person^ ** you seem, 
from your aooent and otkn^jaao, a simmer ; 
and you should recollect your dialect is not so 
easily comprehended fay us^ as perhaps it may be 
uttered by you.'* 

^ Well, father^^ answared the youth, ^ I do 
not care much about the dackmg I have had, and 
I will readily forgive your being partly the cause, 
pnmdmg you wiU direct nie to some place where 
I can hare my ckkhes dried ; for it is my only 
suit^ and I must keep it somewhat decent.^ 

^For whom do you take us, fair son T^ said the 
eld^ stranger, in answer to this question. 

^^ For substantial burgesses, unquestionably,'^ 
said the youth ; ^* or, hold^^you, master, may be 
a money«hroker, or a conKmercfaant; and this 
man a butcher, or gtazier.'' 

«^ You have hit our capacities rarely/' said the 
elder^ smiUng. ** My busmess is indeed to deal in 
as much money as I can ; and my gossip's deal-^ 
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ing» are somewhat of kin to the butcher^s. As to 
your aocommodation, we will try to serve you ; 
but I must first kuow who you are, and whither 
you are going ; for, in these times, the roads ar^ 
filled with travellers on foot and horseback, who 
have any thing in their head but honesty and the 
fear of God.'* 

The young man cast another keen and pene- 
trating glance on him who spoke, and on his silent 
companion, as if doubtful whether they, on their 
part, merited the confidence they demanded ; and 
the result of his observation was as follows. 

The eldest, and most remarkable of these men 
in dress and appearance^ resembled the merchant 
or shopkeq)er of the period. £Qs jerkin, hose, 
and cloak> were of a dark uniform colour, but 
worn so threadbare, that the aciite young Scot 
conceived, that the wearer must be either very 
rich or very poor, probably the former* The fa- 
shion of the dress was dose and short— a kind of 
garments which were not then hdid decorous 
among gentry, or even the superior class of citi- 
zens, who generally wore loose gowns which de- 
scended below the middle of the leg. 
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The expression of diis mane's coantenance was 
partly ^itttradive, and partly forbidding. His 
strong features, sunk cheeks, and hollow eyes, 
had, nevertheless, an expression of shrewdness 
and humour congenial to the character of the 
young adventurer. But then, those same sunken 
eyes, from under the shroud of thick black eye- 
browsy had something that was at once command^ 
ing and sinister. Perhaps this effect was increa- 
sed by the low fur cap, much depressed on the 
forehead, and adding to the shade from under 
which those eyes peered out ; but it is certain 
that the young stranger had some difficulty to re- 
concile his looks with the meanness of his appear- 
ance in other respects. His cap, in particular, in 
which all men of any quality displayed eithar a 
brooch of gold or of silver, was ornamented with 
a paltry image of the Virgin, in lead, such as the 
poorer sort of pilgrims bring from Loaretto. 

His comrade was a stout-formed, middle-sized 
man, more than ten years younger than his com- 
panion, with a down-looking visage and a very 
ottiinous smile, when by chance he gave way to 
that impulse, which was never except in reply 
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to oeitain secret mgas tlmt sBeiaed to pmm be- 
twieen him and the cUef l i r w i gtt ^ Thl$ maii 
was armed >pntb a ftword and daggier ; and, uii- 
daraeath hiapUon habit, the Stoobman observed 
Aat he cfoncealed a jaz&nm; or^^bte ^irt of 
lioked bmH, whidi, m being often worn by those, 
even of peaoefol proCnnnons, who were edled up- 
on at this periloiis period to be frequently abroad, 
eaifiniied tlie young man in his oonjecture, that 
the w&BKtet was by profeBsion, a b«rtcher, grazier, 
or semediing of that detoijption. 

The youi^ stranger, oompoehending lin one 
f[lance the i«8idt of the ^ibservattoit which lias ta- 
ken -jgrn some time to express^' answered, after a 
imoment^is; pfiwie, Z' I do not know whom I may 
have die hqnqiir to address,^ making a slight re- 
veiehoe at tlie same time, ** hot I am indii^vent 
Who ioMaro. Umt I an ii^cadet of S^otianA ; and 
that I oome to wesisk my fortune in fVanee or else- 
where^ after rthe custom of my countrymen.*^ 

^^ FasfWiiMeu^! wad a gi^ant eu^SIMi it is,^^ 
sMd the eUer ttranger. ^ You seem a fine youqg 
sfHTii^ald, and at the right age to prospi^r, tvihe- 
tha* among men or women. What say youl I 
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am a merebant, and want a lad to assiBl in my 
traffic— I suppose you are too much a gendemon 
to aaast in mdx mechanical drudgery F^ 

<< Fair sir^^ said the youth, " if your oiier be 
sedfMisly made— -of vhich I have my doubt»— I 
am bound to. thank you for it, and I thapk you 
acoondiBgly ; but I fear I should be altogether 
unfit for your service.^ 

*^ What, I warrai^ thou knowest bettor boir 
to draw Ae bow, than h«w to draw a bill of «har« 
goBf^-'^BDSt handle a broadiwafd better than a 
pen-- "haP 

^< I am^ inaster,^ aBsv|i«r«d the young Scot, ^ a 
braeman, and therefore, as we say, a bowman. 
But I have been in a convent, where the good 
firthers taught me to read and write, and even to 
cjpner. 

*^ Pasgue^'^dieu I that is too magnificent,^ said 
'the jtnevcheiit ^' By our Lady of Embrun, thou 
art a prodigy, mani^ 

'^ Biest you merry!, fair master,^ said the youth, 
wbi^ was not much pleased with his new acquaint- 
anoe'ji jocularity, ^' I most go dry mysdf, in* 
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4Bte9d of Standing dripjHng here, answering ques- 



tions." 



The merchant only laughed louder as he spoke, 
and answered, *< Pasques-cKeu! tiie proverb never 
fails-^^/!er comme tmJScdssois — but come, yqang- 
ster, jou are of a country I have a r^ard for, 
having'traded in Scotland in my time— an honest 
poor set of folks they are; and, if you will come 
with us to thevillage, I will bestow on you a cup 
of burnt sack and a warm breakfast, to atone for 
your drenching. — But, iete-bleau ! what do you 
with a hunting glove on your hand ? Know you 
not there is no hawking permitted in the royal 
chase?" 

'* I was taught that by a rascally forester of 
the Duke of Burgundy. I did but fly the falcon 
I had brought with me from Scotland, and that 
I reckpned on for Inringing me into some note, at 
a heron near Peronne, and the rascally schelm 
shot my bird with an arrow." 

** What did you do ?" said the merchant. 
. ^^ JBeat him," said the youngster, brandishing 
bis $aff, *^ as near to death as a Christian man 
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should belabour another ; for I wanted not to 
have his bkxxi to answer.*^ 

** Know you, that had you fallen into the Duke 
of Burgundy^s hands, he would hare hung you 
up like a chesnutP^^ 

*^ Ay, I am told he is as prompt as the King 
of France for that sort of work. But, as this hap- 
pened near Peronne, I made a leap oyer the fron- 
tier, and laughed at him. If he had not been so 
hasty, I might perhaps have taken service with 
him.'' 

*^ He will have a heavy miss of such a paladin 
as you are, if the truce should break off^'' said 
the merchant, and threw a look at his companion, 
who answered him with one of the downcast 

lowering smiles, which gleamed along his coun- 
tenance, enlivening it. as a passing meteor enlivens 
a winter sky. 

The young Scot suddenly stopped, pulled his 
bonnet over his right eyebrow, as one that would 
not be ridiculed, and said firmly, ^^ My masters, 
and especially you, sir, the elder, and who should 
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be the wider, yoii will find, I presume, nb wise or 
safe jesting at my expence. I do not altogether 
like the tone of your conversation. I can take a 
jest with any mian, and a rebuke, too, from my 
elder, and say thank you, sir, if I know it to 
be deserved ; but I do not like being borne in 
hand as if I were a child, when, God wot, I find 
myadf man enough to belabour you both, if you 
provoke me too far/ 

The ddest man seemed like to choke with 
laughter at the lad^s demeanour — ^his companion's 
hand atole to his sword-hilt, which the youth ob- 
serving, dealt him a blow across the wrist, which 
made him incapable of grasping it; while I|b 
^H>mpaiuon^8 mirth was only increased by the in- 
cidenU ** Hold, hoid,'^ he cried, '^ most doughty 
Scotdiman, even for thine own dear country^s 
sake ; and you, gossip, forbear your menacing 
look. Pusques*dixut let us be just traders, and 
set off the wettii^ against the knock on the wrist, 
whidi was given with so mudi grace and alacrity. 
«^And hark ye,friend,'*' he said to the young man, 
with a grave sternness, which, spite of all the 
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youth oould do, damped and overawed him, ^^ no 
more violence. I am no fit object tor it, and my 
gossip, as you may see, has had enough of it 
Xtet me know your name.^ 

^^ I can answer a civil question civilly,^ said 
thQ youth ; ^'^ and will pay fitting respect to your 
age, if you do not urge my patience with mock* 
ery. Since I have been here in France and Flan- 
ders, men have called me, in their fantasy, the 
Varlet with the Velvet Pouch, because of this 
hawk^^rse which I carry by my tide ; but my 
true name, when at home, is Quentin Durward.^ 
H Durward r said the querist; « isit a gen. 
tleman^s name ?*^ 

^^ By fifteen descents in our family,^ siud the 
young man ; *' and that makes me reluctant to 
follow any other trade than arms.*^ 

<< A true Scot f Plenty of Mood, plenty of 
pride, and right great scarcity of ducats, I war- 
rant thee.— -Well, gossip,^ he said to his<!pmpa- 
nion, ^^ go before us, and tell them to have some 
breakfiast ready yonder at the ]|f ulber ry^-grove ; 
for this youth will do as much honour to it as a 
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starved mouse to a housewife^s cheese. And for 
the Bohemian—hark in thy ear— '*^ 

His comrade answered by a gloomy, but intel- 
ligent smile, and set forward at a round pace^ 
while the elder man continued, addressing young 
Durward,— " You and I will push forward toge- 
ther, and we may take a mass at Saint Hubert'*s 
Chapel in our way through the forest ; for it is not 
good to think of our fleshly before our spiritual 
wants.'" 

Durward, aa a good Catholic, had nothing to 
object against this proposal, although he would 
probably have been desirous, in the first place^ 
to have dried his clothes and refreshed himself. 
Meanwhile, they soon lost sight of their down- 
ward-iooking companion, but continued to follow 
the same path which he had takeii, until it led 
them into a wood of tall trees, trxixed with thickets 
and brush-wood, traversed by long avenues, 
through which were seen, as through a vista^ the 
deer trotting in little herds, with a degree of se- 
curity which argued their consciousness of being 
comi^ete / protected. 
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** You asked me if I were a good bowman, 
said the young Scot—** Give me a bow and a 
brace of shafts, and you shall have a piece of 



^^ ! 



venison.'' 



(( 



PasgtieS'dieu ! my young friend,'' said his 
companion, ^* take care of that ; my gossip yon* 
der hath a special eye to the deer ; they are un- 
der his charge, and he is a strict keeper." 
^ ** He hath more the air of a butcher, than of 
a gay forester," answered Durward. ** I cannot 
think yon hang-dog look of bis belongs to 
any one who knows the gentle rules of wood- 
craft' 

** Ah, my young friend," answered his Com- 
panion, *^ my gossip hath somewhat an ugly fa- 
vour to look upon at the first, but those who be* 
come acquainted with him, never are known to 
complain of him." 

Quentin Durward found something singularly 
and disagreeably significant in the tone with which 
this was spoken ;^ and, looking suddenly at the 
speaker, thought he saw in his countenance, in 
the d^ht smile that curled his upper lip, and 
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the Booompanyfaig twinkle of his keen dark eye, 
fDikiethiDg to justify his unpleasing surprifle. ^* I 
have heard of )*o1)bers/ he thought to himself, 
^'and of wily cheats and cut^throats — ^what if yon« 
diei: fdiow be a murderer, and this old raaoal his 
deooy-^duck ? I will be on my guard-^they will 
get little by me biit gbod Sootlidi knockls.^ 

While be wks thus refleetii^, they dame to a 
j^ladfty wbei^ the large forest trees w^re more 
widely abparated froiti each other, and where the 
gtfoutid lienealih,ckaredof underwood andbushe^, 
Was okttied ^tii a carpet of the softest and most 
lovely verdure, which, screened from the soolfch** 
ing heat 6f the sun, was here more beautifully 
tend^ than it is usually to be seen in Frafcice. 
The tt-ees in this siecludedspotwareohi^y beeches 
and rims bf huge magnitude, whitfa rose like great 
hills of leaves into the air. Amidst these nlagni^ 
ficent sons of the earth, thdrfc peeped oiltj in the 
most open spot of the glad^, a lowly chapd^ near 
which trickled a small rivUlet. It^ arcbitectUiie 
was of the rudest and asost flonlple kind; and 
there was a very small lodge b^id^ it, for the ac^ 
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QMQ^aipdiitio&.of a htfloit oc aditiury prieat» who 
i^iBiuiied ihece fear xegiilniiy dicvharging the duty 
of. the altar. . In a Umall bicfae, over the arched 
door^way, tttood a alone ixDage of Saint Hubert^ 
with the bugle^bvsBii aitmndhia Beck, and a leash 
of greyhoands at bia fbet The aituatiOD of the 
chapel in. the midst of a pdrk or chase, so richly 
atocked with ganije, made the dedication to the 
Sainted. Huntsman .peciiHnrly appropriate^ 

ToWaida 4liia Utile- devotiomd stmettire the 
old man directed hia steps, folhmed. by young 
Durwand; and, aa they apfHweh^d, the prieat, 
^reitod in hia aaceadotai garmenta, made his ap- 
peamfce, in the act of {Proceeding from hia cell 
ta.tbe dh»pd, for the diacharge doubtleaa of hia 
holy office. Durwnrd bowed hia body reverent- 
ly to the priest, as the respect due to his sacred 
office demanded ; whilat his eompanion, with an 
iqapearahce of still move deep devotion, kneeled 
on one ksro to m^y^ the holy man' a blessiiig, 
and then followed him into chuidi, widi a step 
and manner expresi»ve of the moat heajptfelt con- 
trition and huinitity. 
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The imkleof the ohapel was adorned in a man- 
nw adapted to t^ occupation of the patron-^saint 
while on eaith. The richest furs of animals wliich 
are made the objects of the cktae in diff^renftcoiui- 
tries, supplied the place of tapestry and has^oigs 
around the altar aodelaewhere, and thecfaiaracter- 
istic emblazonments of bugles, bows, quiver% and 
other lemUems of hunting, surrounded the walls, 
and were mingled with the heads of dear, wcdres, 
and other animals oonsidered beasts of sport The 
whole adornments took a sylvan character ; and 
the massitsi^, being connderably shortened, pro- 
Ted to be of that aort whieb is called a Jtuniinff' 
masSf because in use before the noble and pow»r- 
ful, who, while assisting at the solemnity, are 
usually impatient to commi»ice their favoimte 
sport. 

Yet, dunE^ diis brief ceremony, Durward^s 
companion seemed to pay the most rigid and 
scrupulous attention ; while his younger Gompa^- 
nion, not quite so much oocaipied with religious 
thoughts^ could not forbear blaming himself in 
his own mind, for having entortiuned suspicicms 
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derogslory to the character of so good and 00 
humUe a man. Far from now holding him as 
a companioti and accomplice of robbers, he had 
much to do to forbear regarding him as a saint- 
like personage* 

When mass waa ended, they retired together 
from the chi^l, and the elder said to his young 
oomrade, *^ It is but « short walk from hence to 
the Tills^ne*— yott may now break yonr fast with 
an miprejudieed coii8cienoe<:««fc^ow me.*" 

Tumrng to the right, and proose&ig along a 
path which seemed gradually to ascend, hedea- 
red his eompaxdoa by no means to qnit the track; 
but, on the contrary; to keep the midcHe ci it as 
nearly aa he could. Durward could not help ask- 
ii^ the cause of this precaution. • 

•♦ You are now near the court, young m«9,^ 
answered his guide; ** and, Fasqu^i^'dku! there 
is some difierence betwixt walking in-this r^^ion 
and on your own heathy UQs. • Every yard of 
this ground, excepting the path which we now 
occupy, is nmdered dangerous, and well nigh 
impracucable, by snares and traps; aimed wfdi 
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iejlbe^blfides^ which dired off the imworj po^ 
aenger'^s limb as shelly as a hedge-lnU lops a 
ba.^tho]:»*s{}rig*--And calthrops that vduld pierce 
your fool through, and piit^faUd deep enough to 
bury you in for ever ; for you are now witlun 
the preeiiHits of the royal demesne, and we shall 
presently see the frdtit of the Chateau."" 

« W^re I the King of France,^ said the young 
mmi) ^* I would not take so much trouble with 
traps and gins, bat would try instead to goyem 
so well, that no one should dare to come mat my 
dwelling with a bad intodt ; and for thdaeirfao 
came there in pence and good will, why j the inore 
of them the mirier we should be;^ 

HU companion looked tound with an alarm- 
ed gaze, and said, '^ Hush, hush. Sir Yarlet 
with the Velvet Pouch I fi>r I forgot to teU jrou, 
Umt one great danger of these jpredncts is, that 
the very leaves of the trees arts like so many ears, 
which carry ^1 which is t|>oken to the Kii^^s own 
oabinet."^ 

^^ I care little for lliat,^ answered Qqentin 
DurW^d ; ^^ I bear a Scottish tongue in my 
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head) bold enough to speak my mind to King 
Louisas face, God bless him— and, for the ears 
you talk of, if I could see them growing on a 
human head, I would crop them out of it with 
my wood-knife.'' 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE CASTLE. 

Full in the midst a mighty pile arose. 
Where iron-grated gates tlieir strength oppose 
To each invading step— and, strong and steep. 
The battled walls arose, the fosse sunk deep. 
Slow round the fortress rollM the sluggish stream, 
And high in middle air the warder's turrets gleam. 

Anonymous* 



While Durward andhisnewacquaintancethus 
spoke, they came in sight of the whole front of the 
Castle of Fles^s-les-Tours, which, even in those 
dangerous times, when the great found them- 
selves obliged to reside within places of fortified 
strength, was distinguished for the extreme and 
jealous care with which it was watched and de- 
fended. 

Frcmi the verge of the wood where young 
Durward halted with his companion, in order to 
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take a view of this royal residenee, extakl^, or 
rather arose, though by avery gientle elevatiob, an 
open esplanade, clear of trees and bushes of every 
description, excepting one gigantic and half- 
withered old oak* This space was left open, ac* 
cording to the rules of fortification in all ages^ 
in order that an enemy m%ht not approacl^the 
walls under cover, or unobserved from the bat- 
tlements, and beyond it arose the Castle itself. 

There were three external walls^ battlemented 
and turretted from space to space, and at each 
angle, the second inclosure rising higher than 
the first, and being biiilt so as to command it 
in case it was won by the enemy ; and being 
again, in the same manner, commanded by the 
third and innermost barrier. Around the exter- 
nal wall, as the Frenchman infonned his ycmng 
companion, (for as they stood lower than thef foun- 
dation of the wall,' he could not see it,) was simk 
a ditch of abouttwenty feetin depth, supplied mth 
water by a danwhead on the river Cher, or rather 
on one of its tributary branches. In front of the 
second inclosure, he said, there ran anotherfosse. 
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and 8 Aixdfhoih of the same unusual diinenaiorii» 
was led between the seoond and tiie innermost ion 
dotare. The verge, bodi of the outer axid inner 
drcnit of tins tnj^e moat, waa atvongl j fenced 
with paHfades of iron, serving the purpose of wbiEit 
are calkd cheoauX'^d&firlae in modem fortifica* 
tion, the top of each pale being divided into a chicU 
ter of sharp spikes^ which seemed to rendec any 
attaenpt to climb ovar an act of aelf-^lefttructioa. 
From witfiin the innermost inclosure aroae the 
castle itself, containing buildings of diffiarent pe*« 
riods, crowded around, and united with the luu 
dent and grim-looking donjon-keep, which was 
dder' than anj of them; and whidb rose, like a 
Uack Bthiopian giant, high into the mr, while 
the dbseneeof any windows larger thansHotKlioles, 
tifegidarly dispoised for defence, gave the spec^ 
tator ther same anpleasant feisling i/JucJi we ex- 
jienenoe on lookif^ on a blind iaan. The other 
btnklings seemed scaioely better adapted for the 
pnqioses of comfort, for what windows they had 
opened to an internal court-yard; so thatthe whole 
extcmal fipont hmked much more like thatof a prti- 
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sonthaqofapalace. TfaeYeigimigKiogiMdetmi 
increased this ^ect ; for, desirous that the addU 
tioQS which he himself made to the fortifioatiooa 
should be of a charactor not easily disdfiguiahed 
from the original bmlding, (for,li]^e many jeakms 
persons, he loved ndt that hb suapicioiis should 
be observed,) the darkest-ooloured brick and free- 
stone were employed, and soot mingled with the 
hme, so as to give the whole Castle the same uni*. 
form tinge of extreme and rude, antiquity* 

This formidable [dace h^ but (Hie entrance, 
at least Durwaisd saw none along the spadous 
fix>nt, except where, in the <;e]^tre of the first 
and outward boundary, arose two edXQOg towers, 
the^ usual' defences of a gateway ; and they 
-could observe their ondinary.acoanqMimra^ts, 
portculUs and d|«w-J3ndge^-«K)f wUch the first 
was lowered, and the last raised. Similar en^ 
trance-tow^ers were visible on the wcond and 
third bounding wall, but not in die same line 
with those on die outward circuit ; because the 
passage did not cut right through the wliole 
three indosures at the sam^ point, but, on 
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the coolrary, thoie who enteised h«d to proceed 
neariiy ;lhixty yaods betwixt the first aod secoiid 
widJy ^xpofledy if their purpoMi were hostile^ to 
niisnles ftom. both ; md iigaiiip when the second 
hsmdaiy was passed^ they must make a seeood 
digres^on from the stnight line, in order to atn 
tain the portal of the third and innermpst indo^ 
sure; so that before gaining the outer court, 
which can along, the front of the building, two 
narrow and daagerous defiles were to be trarer* 
aed^ under a flanking, disehai^ of artillery, and 
tbisee. gates, defended in the strongest manner 
known to.the age, were to be sucoessivel}^ forced. 
Coming fieom a country alike desolated by 
foreign war and internal feuds,— a country, too, 
whose unequal and mountainous surface, abounds 
ing in precipices and torrents,. ajBTords so many 
situations of strength,-— young Dur ward was suf- 
ficiently acquainted with all the vamus contri- 
vances by which men, in that stern age, endea- 
Toured to secure their dwellings ; but he frankly 
owned to bis companion, that be did not think it 
had been in the power of art to do so much for 

16 
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defence, where nature had done so little ; for the 
situation, as we have hinted, was merely the 
summit of a gentle elevation, ascending upwards 
from the place where they were standing. 

To enhance his surprise, his companion told 
him that the environs of the Castle, except the 
single winding path by wiiich the portal might be 
safely approached, were, like the thickets through 
which they had passed^ surrounded with every 
species of hidden pit-fall, snare, and gin, to entrap 
the wretch who should venture thither without a 
guide ; that upon the walls werfc constructed cer- 
tain cradles of irmi, called swoiXUmi nests^ from 
which the sentinels, who were regularly posted 
there, could take deliberate aim at any who should 
attempt to enter without the proper signal or pass- 
word of th6 day ; and that the Archers of the 
Boy al Guard performed that duty day and night, 
for which, they received high pay, rich clothing, 
and much honour and profit, at the hands of 
King Louis. ** And now tell me, young man,** 
he continued, ** did you ever see so strong a fort- 
ress, and do you think there are men bold enough 
to storm it ?^ 

VOL. I. D 
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The young man looked long and fixedly on 
the place, the ught of which interested him so 
much, that he had forgotten, in the eagerness 
of youthful curiosity, the wetness of his dress. 
His eye glanced, and his odour mounted to his 
cheek like that of a daring man who meditates an 
honourable action, as he replied, ^^ It is a strong 
castle, and strongly guarded ; but there is no im* 
posability to brave men.*" 

*^ Are there any in your country who could do 
such a feat ?*** smd the elder, rather scornfully. 

*' I will not afBrm that,^ answered the youth ; 
<* but there are thousands that, iti a good cause, 
would attempt as bold a deed.^ 

" (Jmph r— said the senior, " perhaps you are 
yourself such a gallant P"^ 

^ I should sin if I were to boast where there 
is no danger,^ answered young Durward ; ** but 
my father has done as bold an act, and I trust I 
am no bastard.^ 

« Weli,^ said his companion, smiling, *^ you 
might meet your match, and your kindred with- 
al in the attempt ; for the Scottish Archers of 
King Louis's Life-guards stand sentinels on yon- 
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4er walls— three hundred gentlemeD of the best 
blood in your oouutry.^ 

<* And were I King Louis,'^ said the youths 
in reply, ^^ I would trust myself to the three 
hundred Scottish gentlemen, throw down my 
bounding walls to fill up the moat, call in my 
noble peers and paladins, and live as became me, 
amid breaking of lances in gallant tournaments, 
and feasting of days with nobles, and dandng of 
nights with ladies, and have no more fear of a 
toe than I have of a fly .^ 

His companion again smiled, and turning his 
back on the castle, which, he observed, they 
had approached a little too nearly, he led the 
way again into the wood, by a more broad and 
beaten path than they had yet trodden. ^' This,^ 
he said, ^< leads us to the village of Plessis, as it 
is called, where you, as a stranger, will find rea- 
sonable and honest accommodation. About two 
miles onward lies the fine city of Tours, which 
gives name to this rich and beautiful earldom. 
But the village Plessis, or Plessis of the Park, 
as it is sometimes «aUed, from its vicinity to the 
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royal residence, and the chase with which it is 
encircled, will yield you nearer, and as conyenient 
hospitality/^ 

^^ I thank you, kind master, for your informa- 
tion,'^ said the Scot ; ^* but my stay will be so 
short here, that so I fiul not in a morsel of meat, 
and a drink of something better than water, my 
necessities in Plessis, be it of the park or the 
pool, will be amply satisfied.*" 

*^ Nay,'' answered his companion, ^^ I thought 
you had some friend to see in this quarter." 

" And so I have — ^my mother's own brother," 
answered Durward ; '^ and as pretty a man, be- 
fore he left the braes of Angus, as ever planted 
brogue on heather." 

" What is his name .?" said the senicnr ; " we 
will inquire him. out for you ; for it is not safe 
for you to go up to the Castle, where you might 
be taken for a spy." 

" Now, by my father's hand !" swd the youth, 
I taken for a spy ! — By heaven, he shall brook 
cold iron that brands me with such a charge ! — 
But for my unde's nam^, I care not who knows 
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it— it is Lesly. Lesly — an honest and noble 
name.^ 

'' And so it is, I doubt not,** said the old man ; 
** but there are three of the name in the Scottish 
Guard/^ 

** My nncle'^s name is Ludovic Leslie,'* said 
the young man. 

** Of the three Leslies,^ answered the merchant^ 
" two are called Ludovic.^ 

" They call my kinsman Ludovic with the 
Scar," said Quentin. — ** Our family names are so 
common in a Scottish house, that, where there is 
no land in the case, we always give a to-name^ 

" J iwmme de guerre^ I suppose you to mean,*' 
answered his companion ; ^^ and the man you 
speak of, we, I think, call Le Bciafri^ from that 
scar on his face — a proper man, and a good soldier. 
I wish T may be able to help you to an inter- 
view with him, for he belongs to a set of gentle- 
men whose duty is strict, and who do not often 
come out of garrison, ubless in the immediate at- 
tendance on the King's per8on.^-And now, young 
man, answer ine one question. I will wager you 
are desirous to take service with your uncle in the 
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Scottish Guard. It is a great'thing, if you {nk^- 
pose so; especially as you are very young, aod 
some years expmenoe is necessary for the high 
office which you aim at." 

'^ Perhaps I may have thought on some sudt 
thing," said Durward, carelessly ; << but if I did, 
the fancy is off." 

** How so, young man ?" said the Frenchman, 
something sternly — *' Do you speak dius of a 
charge which the most noble of your countrymen 
feel themselves emulous to be admitted to ?" 

*' I wish them joy of it," said Quentin, com-* 
posedly .-«»'' To speak plain, I should have liked 
the service of the French King full well; only, 
dress me as fine, and feed me as high as you 
will, I love the open air better than being shut 
up in a cage or a swallow^s nest yonder, as you 
call these same grated pepper-boxes. Besides," 
he added, in a lower voice, *^ to speak truth, I 
love not the Castle when the covin-tree bears such 
acorns as I see yonder." 

** I guess what you mean," said the French* 
man ; ^* but speak yet more plainly." 

^* To speak more plainly, then," said the youth, 
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**' there gi^ws a fair oak some flightshot or so 
from yonder castle — and on that oak hangs a 
man in a grey jerkin, such as this which I wear.^ 

** Ay and indeed !^ sidd the man of France-- 
^ PasqueS'dieu ! see what it is to have youthful 
eyes I Why, I did see something, but only took 
it for a raven among the branches. But the sight 
is no way strange, young man ; when the summer 
fodes into autumn, and moonli^t nights are long, 
and roads become unsafe, you will see a cluster 
of ten, ay of twenty such acorns, hanging on that 
old doddered oak«^ — ^But what then ?— ^they are 
so mapy banners displayed to scare knaves; and 
fer each rogue that hangs there, an honest man 
may reckon that there is a thief, a traitor, a rob- 
ber on the highway, a pillour and oppressor of 
the people, the fewer in France. These, young 
man, are signs of our Sovereign's justice.^ 

** I would have hung them farther from my 
palace though, were I King Lpuis,^ said the 
youth. — ^* In my country we hang up dead cor- 
bies where living corbies haunt, but not in our 
gardens or pigeon-houses. The very scent of 
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the carnon«-fough — reached my nostrils at the 
distance where we stood.^ 

*' If yon live to be an honest and loyal servant 
of your Prince, my good youth,'' answered die 
Frenchman, '^ you will know there is no perfume 
to match the scmt of a dead traitor.'' 

*^ I shall never wish to live till I lose the scent 
of my nostrils or the sight of my eyes," said the 
Scot— -^^ Shew me a living traitor, and here are 
my hand and my weapon ; but when life is out, 
hatred should not live longer. — But here, I fancy, 
we come upon the village ; where I hope to shew 
you that neither ducking nor disgust have spoiled 
mine appetite for my breakfast. So, my good 
friend, to ^e hostelrie, with all the speed you 
may.— Yet, ere I accept of your ho5|Htality, let 
me know by what name to call you." 

*^ Men call me Maitre Pierre," answered his 
companion. — ^^ I deal in no titles. A plain man, 
that can live on mine own good— -that is my de« 
signation." 

■ 

^* So be it, Maitre Pierre," said Quentin, 
<' and I am happy my good chance has thrown 
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uB together; for I wa&t a word of seasonable ad« 
vice, and can be thankful for iL'*^ 

While they spoke thus, the tower of the church , 
and a tall wooden crucifix, rising above the trees^ 
shewed that they were at the entrance of the vil- 
lage. 

But Maitre Pierre, deflecting a little from the 
road, which had now joined an open and public 
causeway, said to his companion, that the inn to 
which he intended to introduce him stood some* 
what secluded, and received only the better sort 
of travellers. 

" If you mean those who travel with the bet- 
ter-filled purses,^ answered the Scot, ^^ I am 
UQne of the number, and will rather stand my 
diance of your flayers on the highway than of 
your flayers in the hostelrie.'' 

; *' PiksqiieS'dieu r said his guide, " how cau- 
tious your countrymen of Scotland are!. An 
Englidiman, now, throws himself headlong into 
a tavern, eats and drinks of the best, and never 
thinks of the reckoning till his belly is full. But 
you foigety Master Quentin, since Quentin is 
your name, you forget I owe you a breakfast for 
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the wetting which my mistake procured you-*-* 
It is the penance of my offence towards you.'" 

** In truth,'' said the light-hearted young man, 
<« I had forgot wetting, offence, and penance and 
all. I have walked my clothes dry, or nearly so, 
and I will not refuse your offer in kindness, for 
my dinner yesterday was a light one, and supper 
I had none. You seem an old and respectable 
burgess, and I see no reason, why I should not 
accept your courtesy.'' 

The Frenchman smiled aftde, for he saw plain- 
ly that the youth, while he was probably, half- 
famished, had yet some difficulty to reconcile 
himself to the thoughts of feeding upon a stran- 
ger's cost, and was endeavouring to subdue his 
inward pride by, the reflection, that, in such 
slight oUigaticms, the acceptor performed as com- 
plaisant a part as he by whom the courtesy was 
offered. 

In the meanwhile, they descended a narrow 
lane, overshadowed by tall elms, at the bottom 
of which a gate-way admitted them into the court- 
yard of an inn of unusual magnitude, caloulaled 
for tbe accommodation of the noUes and suilcNV 

11 
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who had butinesB at the neigfabouring castle, 
where very seldoixi, and only when such hospitali-* 
if was altogether unavoidable, did Louis XL 
permit any pf his court to have apartments. A 
scutcheon, bearing the ^fieur-deJ^, hung over 
the principal door of the large irregular building; 
but there was about the yard and the oiBces little 
or none of the bustle which in those days, when 
attendants were maintained both in public and 
private houses, marked that business was alive, 
and custom plenty. It seemed as if the stem 
and ttnsocial character of the royal mansion in 
the neighbourhood had communicated a portion 
of its solemn and terrific gloom even to a place 
designed for the temple of social indulgence, 
merty society, and good cheer. 

Maitre Pierre, without calling any one, and 
even without approaching the principal entrance, 
lifted the latch of a side door, and led the way 
into a large room, where a faggot was blazing on 
the hearth, and arrangements made for a sub- 
stantial breakfast. 

^* My gossip has been careful,** said the French, 
man to the Scot— << You must be cold, and I 
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have commanded a fire ; you nliust be buDgry, 
and you shall have breakfast presently.* 

He whistled, and the landlord entered,— -an- 
swered his bonjour with a reverence, — ^but in no 
respect shewed any part of the prating humour 
properly belonging to a French publican of all 
ages. 

*^ I expected a gentleman,* said Miutre Pierre, 
<^ to order breakfast— Hath he done so ?* 

In answer, the landlord only bowed; and while 
he continued to bring, and arrange upon the 
table, the various articles of a comfortable fneal« 
omitted to extol their merits by a single word.— - 
And yet the breakfast merited such eulogiums as 
French hosts are wont to confer upon their re- 
gales, as the reader will be inf(»rmed ia the next 
Chapter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

TH£ DEJEUNER. 

Sacred heaven ! what masticators ! what bread ! 

YoriekU Travelu 

We left our young stranger in France, situated 
more comfortably than he had found himself 
since entering the territories of the ancient Gauls. 
The breakfast, as we hinted in the conclusion 
of the last Chapter, was admirable. There was 
a paik de Perigord, over which a gastronome 
would have wished to live and die, like Homer^s 
lotu^-eaters, forgetful of kin, native country, and 
all social obligations whatsoever. Its vast walls 
of magnificent crust seemed raised like the bul- 
warks of some rich metropolitan city, an emblem 
of the wealth which they are designed to protect. 
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There w^ a ddicate ragout, with just iJmi petit 
pohUde Tail which Gascons love, and Scotchmen 
do not hate. There was, beudes^ a delicate ham, 
which had once supported a noble wild boar in 
the naghbouring wood of Mountrichart There 
was the most delicate white bread, made into 
little round loaves called bouksy (whence the ba- 
kers took their French name of boyUcmgers^) of 
which the crust was so inviting, that, even with 
water alone, it would have been a delicacy. But 
the water Wa& not alone, for there was a flask of 
leather caUed JxMriney which contained about a 
quart of exquisite Vin de Beaulne. So many 
good things might have created appetite under 
the ribs of death. What effect, then, must they 
have produced upon a youngster of scarce twen- 
ty, who (for. the truth must be told) bad eata» 
little for the two last days, save the scarcely ripe 
fruit which chance afforded him an opportunity 
of plucking, and a very moderate portion of 
barley-bread. He threw lumself upon the ra- 
^ut, and the plate was presently vacant— he 
attacked the mighty pasty, mardied deep ipto 
the bowels of the land, and, seasoning his enor^ 
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mous meal with an occasional cup of wine, re^ 
turned to the charge again and again, to the 
astonishment of mine host, and the amusement 
of Maitre Pierre. 

The latter, indeed, probably because he found 
himself the author of a kinder action than he had 
thought of, seemed delighted with the appetite 
of the young Scot ; and when, at length, he ob- 
served that his exertions began to languish, en* 
deavoured to stimulate him to new efforts, by 
ordering confections, daricXes^ and any other light 
dainties he could think of, to entice the youth to 
continue his meal. While thus engaged, Maitre 
Pierre^s countenance expressed a kind of good 
humour almost amounting to benevolence, which 
appeared remote from its ordinary sharp, caus- 
tic, and severe character. The aged almost al- 
ways sympathize ynth the enjoyments of youthP, 
and with its exertionsof every kind, when themind 
of the spectator rests on its natural poise, and is 
not disturbed by inward envy or idle emulation 

Quentin Durward also, while thus agreeably 
employed, could do no otherwise than discover 
that the countenance of his entertainer, which he 
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had at first found so unprepossessing, mended 
vfhen it was seen under the influence of the Vin de 
Beatihiej and there was kindness in the tone with 
which he reproached Maitre Pierre, that he amu- 
sed himself with laughing at his appetite, with- 
out eating any thing himself. 

*' I am doing penance,^ said Maitre Pierre^ 
'^ and may not eat any thing before noon, save 
some comfiture and a cup of water. Bid yonder 
lady,^ he added, turning to the inn-keeper, 
** bring them hither to me.*" 

The inn^keeper left the room, and Maitre 
Pierre proceeded,— *• Well, have I kept faith with 
you concerning the* breakfast I promised you ?'^ 

"** The best meal I have eaten,^ said the youth, 
** since I left Glen-houkkinJ** 

** Glen — what ?" demanded Maitre Pierre ; 
'' are you going to raise the devil, that you use 
such long-tailed words ?^ 
' " Glen-houlakin, which is to say the Glen of 
the Midges, is the name of our ancient patrimony; 
my good rir. You have bought the right to 
laugh at the sound, if you please.^ 
' *' I have not the least intention to offend,^ said 

10 
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the old man ; ^* but I was about to say, since you 
like your present meal so well, that the Scottish 
archers of the guard eat as good a one, or a bet- 
ter, every day."" 

". No wonder,'* said Durward, ** for if they 
are shut up in the swallows* nests all night, they 
must needs have a curious appetite in the morn* 
ing.'' 

** And [Jenty to gratify it upon,^ sud Maitre 
Pierre. /* They need not, like the Burgundians, 
choose a bare back, that they may have a full 
belly — they dress like counts, and feast like ab- 
bots.'' 

" It is well for them," said Durward. 

^* And wherefore will you not take service 
here, young man ? Your unde might, I dare 
say , have you placed on the file when there should 
a vacancy occur* And, hark in your ear, 1 my- 
self have some little interest, and might be of some 
use to you. You can ride, I presume, as well as 
draw the bow ?" 

*^ Our race are as good horsemen as ever put a 
plated shoe into a steel stirrup ; and I know not 

- VOL. I.' E 
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but I might accept of your kind offer. Yet, look^ 
you, food and raiment are needful thingcb but, in 
my case, men think of honour, and advancement, 
and brave deeds of arms* Your King Louis-r«- 
God bless him, I say, for he is friend and ally of 
Scotland— rbut he lies here in his Castle, or only 
rides about from one fortified town to another; 
and gains cities and provinces by politic embash 
ues, and not in fmr fightii^. Now, for ^le^ I 
imi of the Douglasses^ mind, who always kept 
the fields, because they loved better to hear the 
lark sing than the mouse squeak.^ 

" Young man,^ said Maitre Pierre, " do not 
judge top rashly of the actions of aoyereigns. 
Louis seeks to spare the Uood of his subjeots, 
and cares not for his own, H^ shewed himself 
a man of courage at Montlhery ^^ 

f^ Ay, but that waj some do:&en years ago or. 
more,^^ answered the youth. — ^^ I diould Uke to 
follow a master that would keep his honour as 
bright as his shield, and always venture far&? 
most in the very throng of the battle.^ 

•* Why did yoi| not tarry at Brussels, then, with 
the Duke of Burgundy ? He would put you in 
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the way to have your bones broken every day; 
and, rather than fail, would do the job for you 
himself— especially if he heard that you had. 
beaten his forester.^ 

" Very true,^ said Quentin ; " my unhappy- 
chance has shut that door against me.^ 

'^ Nay, there are plenty of dare-^devils abroad 
with whom mad youngsters may find service,^^ 
said his adviser. ^* What think you, for example,) 
of William de la Mark ?^ 

** What!** exclaimed Durward, " serve Him 
with the Beard— 'Serve the wild Boar of Ardennes 
—a captain o£pillagersand murderers, who would 
take a man^s life for the value of his gaberdine, 
and who slays priest^ and pilgrims as if they 
were so many lance-knights and men^t-arms? 
It would be a blot on my father^s scutcheon for 



ever.'' 
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Well, my young hot-blood,^ replied Maitre 
Pierre, ** if you hold the SangUer too unscrii-* 
pulous, wherefore not follow the young Duke of 
Gueldres ?" 

<^ Follow the foul fiend a soon,^ said Quentin. 
" Hark in your ear — ^he is a burthen too heavy 
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fpr earth to carry— >faell gapes for him ! Men say 
that he keeps his own father imprisoned^ and that 
he has eren struck hiin-— Can you believe it?^ 

Maitre Pierre seemed somewhat disconcerted 
with the naive horror with which the young 
Scotchman spoke of filial ingratitude, and he an- 
swered, '^ You know not, young man, how short a 
while the relations of blood subsist amongst those 
of elevated rank ;^ then changed the tone of feel- 
ing in which he had begun to speak, and added, 
gaily, ^^ besides, if the Duke has beaten his fa- 
ther, I warrant you, his father hath beaten him 
of old, so it is but a clearing of scores.^ 
. ^^ I marvel to hear you speak thus,^ said the 
Scotchman, colouring with indignation ; ^* gray 
hairs such as yours ought to have fitter subjects 
for jesting. If the old Duke did beat his son in 
childhood, he beat him not enough ; for better 
he had died under the rod, than have lived to 
make the Christian world ashamed that such a 
monster had been ever baptized.^^ 

*' At this rate,'* said Maitre Pierre, ." as you 
weigh the characters of each prince and leader. 
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I think you had better become a capUuo your- 
self ; for where will one so wise find a chieftain 
fit to command him ?^ 

" You laugh at me, Maitre Pierre,'* smd the 
youth, good*humouredIy, '^ and perhaps you are 
right ; but you have not named a man who is a 
gallant leader, and keeps a brave party up here, 
under whom a man might seek service weH 
enough.^ 

** I cannot guess whom you mean.^^ 

^' Why he that hangs like Mahomet^s coffin (a 
curse be upon him !) between the two loadstones 
•—he that no man can call either French or Bur- 
gundian, but who knows to bold the balance be- 
tween them both, and makes botb of them fear 
and serve him, for as great princes as they be.^ 

*^ I cannot guess whom you mean,^ said Maitrie 
Pierre, thoughtfully. 

• *' Why, whom should I mean but the noble 
Louis de Luxembourg, Count of Saint Paul, the 
High Constable of France ? Yonder he makes 
his place good, with his gallant little army, hold- 
ing his head as high as either King Louis or Duke 
Charles, and balancing between them, like the 
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hay wka stands cm th^ mid^ of il plaak^ whilt 
two otbers aze svinging on the opponte eacU.^ 

^< He is in danger of the worst fall of the thre^*** 
said Maitre Pierre. '* And hark ye^ my young 
friend, you who hold jnllaging such a cximei do 
you know that your politic Count of Saint Paul 
was the first who set the example of burning the 
Muntry during the time of war ? and that before 
the shameful devastation which he committed, 
open towfis and villages, which made no resist- 
ance, were spared on all sides P^ 

<' Nay, faith,^ md Durwmrd, <' if that ba the 
caae, I Aall begin to think no one oi these great 
men is much better than another, and that a choice 
among thetn is but like dioosing a tree to be hung 
iipofo. But this Count de SaintPaul, this Constat 
ble, hath possessed himself by clean ccmveyance of 
the town which takes its name from my honoured 
saint and patfon^ Saint Quentin, (here he crossed 
•himself,) and methinks, were I dwelling there, 
my holy patron would keep some look-out fic^ 
4Kie^be has hot so many named after him at 
yb\a more popular saints-^Hind yet he must have 
forgotten me, poor Quentin Durward, his spi- 
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]4lud god-son^ once he lets me go one day witfa^ 
out fockl, and leaves me the next morning to the 
harbourage of Saint Julian, and the chance cour- 
tei^y of a stranger, purchased by a diicking in the 
renowned river Cher, or one of its tnbutaries. .' 

<^ Blaspheme not the saints, my young friend,^^ 
said Maitre Pierre. *^ Saint JuMan is the Mthf iil 
patron of trayeUers; and, peradventure, the bless- 
^ Saint Quontin hath d<me more and better fcl: 
thee than thou art aware oV^ 

As he spoke, the door opened, and a girl, ra- 
ther above than under fifteen years old, entered 
with a platter, covered with daoiask, on which 
was placed a small saucer of the dried plums 
which have idways »ided to the reputadon of 
•Tbttrs, imd a cup oi the curiously chased plate 
which the goldsmiths of that city were iancicntly 
famous for executing, with a detlicacy of work- 
manship that distinguished them from the cvtha: 
cities ci Finance, and even excelied the skill of tte 
metropolis. The form of the goblet was so ele- 
gant, that Durward thought not of observing 
closely whether the materiid was df silver, or, like 
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what had been placed bdore himself^ of a ba^r 
metal, but so well burnished as to resemble the 
richet ore* 

But the fflght of the young person by whom 
this service was executed, attracted Durwaxd-s 
attention fiur more than the petty particulars of 
the duty whidi she performed. 

He speedily made the discovery^ tliat a quan- 
tity of long black tresses, which, in the maiden fa* 
shion of his own country, were unadorned by any 
ornament, excepting a ^nglechaplet lightly woven 
out of ivy leaves, formed a veil around a coun- 
tenance, which, in its regular features, dark eyes^ 
and pensive expression, resembled that of MeU 
pomene, though there was a faint glow oa the 
cheek, and an intelligence on the lips and in the 
eye, which made it seem that gaiety was not 
foreign to a countenance so expresdvo, although 
it might not be its most habitual expressicH}. 
Quentin even thought he could discern that de- 
pressing circumstances were the cause why a 
countenance so young and so lovely was graver 
than belongs to early beauty; and as the ro- 
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maiitic imagination of youth is rapid in draw- 
ing ooncluaioDS from slight premises, he was 
pleased to infer, from what follows, that the fate 
of this beautiful vmoa was wrapped in aknce 
and mystery* 

, *' How now, Jacqueline T said Maitre Pierre, 
when she entered the apartment — ^^ Wherefore 
this ? Did I not desire, that Dame Perette should 
bring what. I wanted i-^Pcaques-dieu i'-^l^ she, 
or does she think herself, too good to serve me ?^ 

^* My mother is ill at ease,^ answered Jacque- 
line, in a hurried yet a humble tone ; *^ ill at ease, 
and keeps her cbamber.*^ 

<' She keeps it ahnCf I hc^ ?^* replied Maitre 
Pierre, with some emphasis; '^ I waivieua! rauMetf 
and none of diose upon whom teigned disorders 
pass for apologies.^ 

Jacqueline turned pale, and even tottered at the 
answer of Maitre Pierre ; for it must be owned, 
that his voice and looks, at all times harsh, caus- 
tic, and unpleasing, had, when he expiressed anger 
or suspidon, an effect both sinister and alarming. 

The mountain chivalry of Quentin Durward 
was instantly awakened, and he hastened to ap- 
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proach Jaequeline, and relievci her of the buiftheB 
«he bore, and which she pawvely rengned to him^ 
vhil^ with a dmid and anxious look, she watobe4 
the oountenance of the angry burgess. It was 
not in nature to reust the piercing and pit]^ 
craving expression of her looks, and Maitre 
Pierre proceeded, not merely with an air of dic- 
minished displeasure, but with as much gentle- 
ness as be could assume in countenance and man*' 
xieTj '* I blame not thee, Jacqueline, and thou 
art too young to be, what it is pity to think Aou 
must be one< day-*«ia false and treadierous things 
like the rest of thy giddy sex. No man ever 
lived to man^s estate, but he had the opportunity 
to know you aD. Here is a Scottish cavalier will 
tell you the same.^ 

Jacqueline looked for an instant on the young 
stranger, as if to obey Mattre Pierre, but the 
glance, momentary as it was, appeared to Dui^ 
ward a pathetic appeal to him for support and 
sympathy; and with the promptitude dictated 
by the feelings of youth, and the romantic vene- 
ration for the female sex insjnred by his edu- 
cation, he answered hastily, " That he would 
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throw down his gage to any antagonist, of equal 
rank and equal age, who should presume to say 
such a countenance, as that which he now looked 
upon, could be animated by other than the purest 
and the truest mind.^' 

The young woman grew deadly pale, and cast 
an apprehenaiye glance upcm Mmtre Pierre, in 
whom the bravado of the youi^ gallant seemed 
only to exdte laughter, move sccumful than ap- 
plausive. Quentin, whose second thoughts ge- 
jierally corrected the 6rst, though sometimes after 
they had found utterance, blushed deeply at 
•having uttered what might be construed ittto an 
-empty boast, in presence of an old man of a 
peaceful profession; and, as a sort of jiist and 
appropriate penance, resolved patiently to sub- 
mit to the ridicule which he had incuri'ed. He 
offered the cup and trendier to Maitre Pierre 
with a blush on his cheek, and a humiliation of 
countenance, which endeavoured to disguise itself 
under an embarrassed smile. 

^' You are a foolish young man,^^ said Maitre 
Pierre, " and know as little of women as of 
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prince8,-«->whose hearts,** he sud, crossing himself 
devoutly, ^^ God keeps in his right hand/^ 

*' And who keeps those of the women^ then ?^ 
said Quentin, resolved, if he could help it, not to 
be borne down by the assumed superiority of 
this extnundinary old man, whose lofty a,nd care- 
less manner possessed an influence over him of 
which he felt ashamed. 

** I am afraid you must ask of them in another 
quarter,* said Maitre Pierre, composedly* 

Quentin was again rebuffed,but not utterly dis- 
concerted. " Surely," he said to himself, " I do not 
pay this same burgess of Tours all the deference 
which I yield him, on account of the miserable 
obligation of a breakfast, though it was a right 
good and substantial meal. Dogs and hawks are 
attached by feeding only— man must have kind- 
ness, if you would bind him with the cords of 
affection and obligation. But he is an extraor- 
dinary person ; and that beautiful emanation that 
is even now vanishing— »surely a thing so fair be- 
longs not to this mean place, belongs not even to 
the money-gathering merchant himself, though 
he seems to exert authority over her, as doubt- 
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less he does aver all whom chance brings within 
his little circle. It is wonderful what ideas of 
consequence these Flemings and Frenchmen at- 
tach to wealth — so much more than wealth de-* 
serves, that I suppose this old merchant thinks 
the civility I pay to his age is given to his money— 
I, a Scottish gentleman of blood and coat-ar- 
mour, and he a mechanic of Tours P 

Such were the thoughts which hastily traversed 
the mind of young Durward ; while Maitre Pierre 
said, with a smile, and at the same time patting 
Jacqueline^s headyfrom which hung down her long 
tresses, " This young man will serve me, Jacque- 
line—thou mayest withdraw. I will tell thy ne- 
gligent mother she does ill to expose thee to be 
ga!zed on unnecessarily.^ 

** It was only to wait on you,'' said the maiden. 
*< I trust you will not be displeased with your 
kinswoman, since——" 

** Pasques^ieur said the merchant, interrupt- 
ing her, but not harshly, " do you bandy words 
with me, you brat, or stay you to gaze upon the 
youngster here ?— Begone— -he is noble, and his 
s^vices will suffice me.'' 
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Jacqueline vomshed ; and 80 much was Quenk 
tin Durward intereBted in her sudden disappear- 
ance, that it broke his previous thread of reflec 
tkxi, and he oonsplied mechanicaUy, when Maitre 
Pierre said, in the tone of one accustomed to be 
obeyed, as be ^rew himself carelessly upon a 
large easy^hmr, *' Place that tray beside me.^ 

The merchant then let his dark eye-brows sink 
over his keen eyes, so that the last became scarce 
viable, or but shot forth occasionally a quick and 
vivid ray, like those of the sun setting behind a 
dark doud, through whidi its beams are occar 
sionally darted, but singly, and for an instant. 

<^ That is a beautiful creature,^ said the old 
man at last, raising his bead, and looking steady 
and firmly at Quentin, when he put the question 
««-^' a lovely girl to be the servant of an auberge ? 
••-^e might grace the board of an honest burgess; 
but ^tis a vile education, & base origin.^^ 

It sometimes happens that a chance-Aot will 
demolish a noble castle in the air, and the ardiiteet 
on such occasions entertains iittle good«*wil) to» 
wards him who fires it, although the dami^ on 
the offender'^s part may he wholly unintentional. 

13 
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Qu^nim was disconcerted, and was disposed to 
be angry— -he himself knew not why — with this 
did man, for acquainting him that this beautiful 
creature was neither more nor less than what her 
occupation announced— 4heservantofthisat«&^^ 
— an upper servant, indeed, and probably a niece 
of the landlord, or such like ; but still a domestic, 
and oUiged to comply with the humour of tfa^ 
customers, and particularly of Maitre Pierre, who 
probably had sufficiency of whims, and was rich 
enough to insiure their being attended to. 

The.thidught, the lingering thought again re^- 
turned on him, that he ought to make the old 
gentleman* understand the diffe)*enee betwixt their 
conditions, and call on him to mark, that, how rich 
soever he might be, his wealth put him on no 
level with a Durward of Gleurhoulakin. Yet, 
whenever he looked on Maitre Pierre^s countef 
nance with such a purpose^ there was, notwith- 
istanding the downcl^st look, pinched features, 
and «nean and miserly dress, Bomething which 
prevented the young man from asserting the su* 
periority over the merchant, which he conceived 
himself to possess. On the contrary, the oftener 
and more fixedly Quentin looked at him, the 



80 CHAP. IT. THE DK/EUKEB. 

Stronger bocame his curioeity to know who, or 
what, this man actually was ; and be set him down 
intemidly far at least a Syndic or high FT^ffgwtrate 
of Tours, or one who was, in someway or other, 
in the full habit of exacting and rec^ving defer- 
tence. 

' Meantime, the merchant seemed again sunk 
into a reverie, from which he raised himself only 
to make the lugn of the cross deroutly, and to eat 
some of the dried fruit, with a morsel of biscuit. 
He then signed to Quentjn to give him the cup, 
adding, however, as he presented it«*<^ You are 
noble.^ 

*' I surely am,^ replied the Scot, <* if fifteen 
descents can make me so— ^ I told you be£oie. 
But do not constrain your^df on that aoooqat, 
Maitre Pierre— I have always been taught it is 
the duty of the young to. assist the more aged.^ 

*^ An excellent maxim,^ said the ma-chant, 
availing himself of the youth^s assistance in hand- 
ing the cup, and filling it from a ewer which 
seemed of the same materials with the goblet, 
without any of those scruples in point of propriety 
which perhaps Quentin had expected to excite. 

^^ The devil take the ease and famiUarity of 
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IhiH old meelunicid biirgher,^ taid Durwnrdijoiioe 
mor6 to himsdf ; ^^ ha uses the attendanoe of a 
nobk Seotti^ gentleman with at little ccreinaoy 
OA I woaM that of a gtUie from Glen^aku^ 
' Th^ merchant) iti the nieluiwhile, having fi^ 
mshed his cup of water, said to his eompanioii, 
^^ From the zeal with which you seened to relish 
the Vin d£ Beandne^ I fiuicy you would not care 
much to pledge me in this elemental liquor* But 
I have an elixir about me whiidi can convert evw 
the rock watar into the richest wines of France.^ 
- As he spoke, be took a large purse from his 
bosom, made of the fur of the sea^tter, and 
streamed a shower of small silver pieces into the 
goblet, until the cup, which Iras but a small one^ 
%Ftto more than half full. 

^ You have reason to be more thankful, young 
man,^ said Maitre Pierre, '^ both to your patron 
Saint Quaitin, and to Saint Julian, than you 
seemed to be bbt now. I would advise you to 
bestow afans in their name. Remaia m this host** 
elry mid\ you see your kinsman, Le Balafre, who 
will be relieved from guard in the afternoon. I 
' tor., r. F 
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will cause hhn to be acquainted that he may find 
you here/ for I haye business in the Castle.^ 
\ Quentin Durward would hare said something 
to ha^e excused himself from accepting the pro* 
fuse liberJaUty of his new friend ; but Maitre 
Pierre, bending his' dark brows, and erecting his 
stooping figure into an attitude of more dignity 
than be had yet seen him assume, said^in a. tone 
of authority, " No reply, young man, but do 
^hat you are conimanded.'' I 

With these words, he left the apartflrient, mar- 
king a sign as he d^pitrted, that Quei^tin must 
not follow htm. 

The young Scotchman stood astounded, and 
knew not what to think of the matter. His first 
most natural, though perhaps not most dignified 
impulse, drove him to peep into the silver goblet, 
which assuredly was more than half full of silver 
pieces, to the number of several scores, of which 
perhaps Quentin bad never called twenty bis own 
■at one time during the course of his whole lifel 
But could be reconcile it to his dignity as a 
gentleman, to accept the money of this wealthy 
plebeian ? — this was a trying question ; for. 
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though he had secured a good breakfast, it was 
no great reserve upon which to travel either back 
to Dijon^ in case he chose to hazard the wrath, and 
enter the service, of the Duke of Burgundy, or to* 
Saint Quentin, if he fixed on that of the Consta- 
ble Saint Paul; for to one of those powers, if not to 
the King of France, he was determined to offer his 
services. He perhaps took the wisest resolution 
in the circumstances, in resolving to be guided 
by the advice of his uncle ; and, in the meantime, 
be put the iboney into his velvet hawking-pouch, 
and called for the landlord of the house, in order 
to restore the silver cupi— resolving, at the same 
time, to ask him some questions' about this liberaV 
and authoritative merchant. 
y The man of the house appeared presently; and, 
if not more communicative, was at least more lo- 
quacious, than he had formerly appeared. Hepo-( 
sitively declined to take back the silver cup. It 
was none of his, he said, but Maitf'e Pierre^ who 
had bestowed it on his guest. He had, indeed, 
four silver hanops of his own, which had been left 
him by his grandmother of happy memory ,^^ but 
no more like the beautiful carving of that in his 
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guest's haod ihsn a peoch waslike a turnip,—- thai 
was one of the famous cups of Tours, wrought 
by Mairtin Dominique^ an aitist n^o might brag 
all Paris. 

<^ And prajr who is this Maitre Pierre,^ saiil 
Durward^ interrupting him, ^ who confers auch 
valuable gifts on strangers ?^ 

^ Who is Maitre Pierre P said the host, 
dropping the words as slowljr from his mouth 
as if he had been distiHkig tbett, 

*^ Aj,^ said Durward, hastily and perempto^ 
idy, <^ who is Um Maitre Pierre, and why does 
he throw about his bounties in this fashion ? And 
who is the buicherly^Iooking fellow whom he 
sent forward to order breafcfiuit P^ 

** Why, fair sir, as to who Maitre Piore is, 
you should have asked the question at himself; 
and fbr the gentleman who ordered break£nt to 
be made ready, may God keep us from bis doser 
aoquidntance r 

^' There is something mysterious in sH this,* 
said the yoimg Soot. '< Has Mattare Pierre telb 
me be as a mevdiant'" 
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^ And if he told you 80>* said the innkeeper, 
^^ surely be is a merehant.^ 

^ What commodities does he deal in ?" 

^ O, many a fair matter of traffic,** said the 
host ; *^ and specially he has set up siUc manu- 
flRctories here, which match those rich bales 
that the Venetians bring from India and Cathay. 
You might see the rows of mulberry trees as you 
came hith^, all planted by Maitre Pierre^s 
commands, to feed the silk.-worma.'" 

*^ And that young person who brought in the 
confectionsi wha is she^ my good fiiend ?^ said 
the guest. 

^* My lodger, sir, mth her guardian, some sort 
of aunt or kinswoman, as I think,^ replied the 
inn^keeper. 

^^ And do you usually employ your guestsin 
wmting on each other ?^ said Durward ; ^^ &r I 
observed that Maitre Pierre would take nothii^ 
from your hand, or that of your attendant.^ 

** Rich men may have their fancies, for they 
can pay for them,^ said the landbrd ; ^^ this is 
not the first dme that Maitre Pierre has found the 
true way to make gentlefolks serve at his beck."' 
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The young Scotchman felt somewhat offended 
at the insinuation ; but, disguising his resentment,* 
he asked whether he could be accommodated with 
an apartriient at this place for a day, and per- 
haps longer. ^ i 

" Certainly,'* the innkeeper replied ; " for 
whatever time he was pleased to command' it^ - 

" Could he be permitted," he asked, " to pay 
bis respects to the ladies, whose fellowJodger he 
was about to become ?'' i 

The innkeeper was uncertain. ** They went 
not abroad,"*' he said, ^' and received no one at 
home." 

** With the exception, I presume, of Maitre 
Pierre ?" said Durward. 

" I am not at liberty to name any exceptions,** 
answered the man, firmly, but respectfully. 

Quentin, who carried the notions of his own 
importance pretty high, considering bow desti^ 
tute'he was of means to support them, being 
somewhat mortified by the innkeeper'^s reply, did 
not hesitate to avail himself of a practice com-- 
mon enough in that age ; *' Carry to the ladies," 
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he. said, " a flask of vemAt^ with my humble 
duty ; and say, that Quentin Durward^ of the 
house of Gleurhoulakin, a Scottish caYalier of 
honour, and now their fellowJodger, desires the 
permission to dedicate his homage to them in a 
personal interview.'' 

The messenger 4leparted, axid returned, almost 
instantly, with the thanks of the ladies, who d&- 
cUned the proiFered refreshment, and, returning 
their thanks to the Scottish cavalier, regretted 
ibat^ reading there in privacy, they could not 
receive his visit. * ! 

Quentin bit his lip, took a cup of the rejected 
vem&t^ which the host had placed on the table. 
-** By the mass but this is a strange country ,** 
«fud he to himself, ^' where merchants and mia^ 
chanics exercise the manners and munificence 
-of nobles, and little travelling damsels, who hold 
their court in a cabaret^ keep their state lik^ dis- 
guised princesses ! I will see that black-browed 
jnaiden again or it will go hard, however -^ and 
having formed this prudent resolution, he de- 
manded to be conducted to the apartpient which 
ie was to call his own. 
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The landlord presently uebeved him up a tai* 
ret Btairoase, and from thence along a gallery, 
with numy doors opening (rom it, like those of 
cells in a oonveyit ; a Msemblancenrhich our young 
hcvo, who reeolleeted with much emmi an early 
qiecimen of a m(»iastic life, waa £tf fn>Biadmini^. 
The host paused at the very end of the gallery, 
selected a key from the laige bunch which be 
carried at his girdle, opened the door, and shewed 
his guest the interior of a tuivei-chambei, small 
indeed, but which, bei^g clean and solitary, and 
having the pallet bed, and the few artidesof fuiv 
niture> in unusually good 4Brder, seemed^ on the 
whole, a little palace. 

^* I hope you will find your dwelling i^ecf- 
able here, fair nr,^ sfdd the landlord««^<^ I am 
bound to pleasure every friend of Maitre Pierre.'? 

'* O happy ducking T exdaimed Quentin Dun- 
ward, cutting a caper on the floor, so soon as bis 
host had retired : ** Never came good luck in a 
better or a wetter form. I have been fairly de» 
luged by my good fortune.^^ 

As he spoke thus, he stepped towards the lit. 
tie window, which, as the turret projected ccm* 
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sid^ftUy from the principal line of the building, 
not only oomnianded a very pretty garden of 
some extent belonging to the inn, bat overlook- 
ed, beyond its boandary, a pleasant grove of 
those very iaulberry trees which Maitre Pierre 
was said to have {^iu[M;ed for the support of tbe 
silk-wonn. Besides, turning the eye from thesfe 
more remote objects, and looking straight along 
the wall, the turret of Qu^ntin was opposite to 
another turret, and the little window at which he 
stood commanded a similar little window, in a 
corresponding projection of the building. Now 
it would be difficult for a man twenty years older 
than Quentin, to say why this locality intierested 
hiin more than either the pleaisant garden or the 
grove of mulberry trees ; for, alas ! eyes which 
have been used for forty years and upwards, look 
with indifSsrence on little turret-windows, though 
the lattice be half-op«i to admittbe air, while the 
flutter is halfKsloeed to exclude tbe sun, or per* 
haps toa curious eye— nay, even though there 
liang on the one side of the casement a lute, partly 
mantled by a light veil of sea-green silk. But at 
Durward^s happy age, such accidents, as a painter 
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would call them 9 form sufficient foundation for a 
hundred lury visions and mysterious conjectures, 
-at recollection of which the full-grown man smiles 
while he sighs, and sighs while he smiles. 

As it may be supposed that our friend Quentin 
wished to learn a little more of his fair neighbour, 
the owner of the lute and veil, — as it may be sup^ 
posed he was at least interested to know whether 
she might not prove the same whom he had seen 
in humble attendance on Maitre Pierre, it must 
of course be understood, that he did not produce 
a broad, flat^ starbg visage and person in fuH 
front of his own casement. Durward knew better 
the art of bird-catching; and it was to his keep^ 
iiig his person skilfully withdrawn on one side 
of his window, while he peeped through the lat- 
tice, that he owed the pleasure of seeing a white, 
xound, beautiful arm take down the instrument, 
and that his ears had presently after their share 
in the reward of his dexterous management. 

The midd of the little turret, of the veil and 
of the lute, sung exactly such a little air as we 
are accustomed to suppose flowed from the lips 
of the high-bom dames of chivalry, when knights 
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and troubadours listened and languished. The 
words had neither so much sense, wit, or fancy, 
as to withdraw the attention from the music, nor 
the music so much of art, as to drown all feeling 
of the words. The one seemed fitted to the other ; 
and if the song had been recited without the 
notes, or the air played without the words, nei- 
ther would have been Worth noting. It is, there- 
fore, scarce fair to put upon record lines in- 
tended not to be said or read, but only to be 
sung. But such scraps of old poetry have always 
had a sort of fascination for us ; and as the tune 
is lost, for ever — unless Bishop happens to find 
the notes, or some lark teaches Stephens to warble 
the air-«-we will risk our credit, and the taste of 
the lady of the lute, by preserving the verses, 
simple and even rude as they are. 



'' Ah ! County Guy, the hour is nigh, 

The sun has left the lea. 
The orange flower perfumes the bower, 

The hveeze is on the sea. 
The lark his lay who trtUM all day, 

Sits hush*d his partner nigh ; 
Breeze, bird, and flower, they know the houry 

But where is County Guy ? 
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« 

" The Tfflage maU tt^a]»thnragh the dude. 

Her shepherd's salt to hear ; 
To beauty shy, by Istdce high, 

Sings high-bom Cavalier. 
The star of Love, all stars above, 

Now rdgnB o'er earth and sky ^ 
And high and low the influence Imow— 

But where is County Guy ?** 

Whatever the reader may think of this amjfde 
dkty, it had a powerful eiect od Quentin, when 
married to heavenly airs, and sung by a sweet 
and meldzig voice, the notes mingling with the 
gentle breezes which wafted perfumes from the 
garden, and the figure of the songstress b^ng so 
partially and obscurely viuble, as threw a veil of 
mysterious fascination over the whole. 

At the close of the air, the listener could ndt 
help shewing himself more boldly than he had y(A 
done, in a rash attempt to see mare than be had 
yet been able to discover. The music instantly 
ceased— -the casement was closed, and a dark cur- 
tiun, dropped on the inside, put a stop to all fur- 
ther observation on the part of the neighbour in 
the next turret. 

Durward was mortified and surprised at the 
consequence of his precipitance, but comforted 
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himself with the hope, that the lady of the lute 
could neither easily forego the practice of an in- 
strument which seemed so familiar to her, nor 
cruelly resolve to renounce the pleasures of fresh 
air and an open window, for the churlish purpose 
of preserving for her own excluave ear the sweet 
sounds which she created. There came, perhaps, 
a little feeling of personal vanity to mingle with 
these consolatory reflections. If> as he shrewdly 
suspected, there was a beautiful dark-tresssed dam« 
ael inbabitantof the one turret,he could not but be 
conscious that a handsome, young, roving, bright* 
locked gallant, a oavalier of fortune, was die te- 
nant of the other ; And romances, those pnident 
instructors, had taught his' youth, that, if dam« 
sek were shy, they ware yet neither void <tf inte^ 
rest nor of eurionty in their neighbours^ affairs. 
Whilst Qnaitin was engaged in these sage re^ 
flections, a sort of attendant or chamberlain of the 
inn informed, him that a cavalier desired to speak 
with him below. 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE MAN-AT-ARMS. 



•i^— * FuU of strange oftths^ and beaided like the pard. 

Seeking the bubble reputation even in the cannon^s mouth. 

As Tim Like it. 



The cavalier who awaited Quentin Durwai'd^il 
descent iato the apartioeht where he bad breid£« 
fasted, was one of those of whom Louis XI. had 
long since said, that they held in their hands thQ 
fortune of France, as to them were entrusted th« 
direct custody and protection of the royal person. 
' Charles the Sixth had instituted this celebrated 
body, theArchers,as they were called,of the SeoU 
tish Body-guard, with better reason than can ge» 
nerally be alleged for establishing round the throne 
a guard c^ foreign and mercenary troops. The 
divisions which tore from his side more than half 
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of France, together with the wavering and un- 
certain faith of the nobility who yet acknowledged 
his cause^ rendered it impolitic and unsafe to com- 
mit his personal safety to their keeping. The Scot- 
tish nation was the hereditary enemy of the Eng- 
lish, and the ancient, and, as it seemed, the natu- 
ral allies of Fiaoce. They were poof, couragioiis, 
fiatfaful — their ranks were sure to be siipplied 
from the su^rabundant population of their owa 
eountry, than which nofne in Europe sent forth* 
more of bolder adventurers. Their high claims 
of descent, too, gave them a good title to approach 
the person of a monarch more closely than other 
troops, while the smallness of their numbers pre« 
veated the possibility of their mutinying, and be^ 
coming masters where they ought to be servants; 
On the other hand, the French monarchs made 
it their policy to conciliate the affections of this 
selected band of foreigners, by allowing them hoi 
norary privileges and ample pay, which laat most 
of them disposed of with military profusion ia' 
supporting their supposed rank. Each of them 
^ranked as a gentleman in place and honour; smd 

10 
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their Bear approach to the Kiog^s person gaif^ 
them dignity in their own eyes, as well as in those 
of the nation of France* They were sumptuously 
aimed, equipped, and mounted ; and each waa 
entitled to allowance for a squire, a valet, a page^ 
and two yeomen, one of whom was termed co^i^ 
tdier^ from the large knife which he wore to dis^ 
patch those whom in the meUe his master had 
thrown to the. ground. With these ficdlowers^ and 
a corresponding equipage, an Archer of the Scot« 
tish Guard waa a person of quality and import* 
aaee ; and Taeandes being generally filled up by 
those who had been trained in the service as pages 
or valets, the cadets of the best Scottish families 
were often sent to serve under scnne friend and 
relation in those capacities^ until a chance of pre« 
fennent should occur. 

The coutelier and his companion, not being> 
noble or capable of this promotion, were recVUited 
from persons of inferior quality ; but as ihm pay 
and aj^pointments were excellent, their masters 
were easily able to select fropi among their wpi«> 
dering countrymen ikis^ strongest and most couiau 
geous to wait upon them in that capacity. 

21 



r" 



CHAP. v. THE MAN-AT-ARMS. 97 

Ludovic Leslie, or» as "we shall more frequently 
call him, Le BalafrS, by which name he was ge^ 
nerally known in France, was upwards of six feet 
high, robust, strongly compacted in person, and 
hard-favoured in countenance, which latter attri- 
bute was much increased by a large and ghastly 
scar, which, beginning on his forehead, and nar- 
rowly missing his right eye, had laid bare the 
cheek-bone, and descended from thence almost to 
the .tip of his ear, exhibiting a deep seam, which 
was isometimes scarlet, sometimes purple, some- 
times blue, and sometimes approaching to black; 
but always hideous, because at variance with the 
complexion of the face in whatever state it 
chanced to be, whether agitated or still, flushed 
with unusual passion, or in its ordinary state of 
weather-beaten and sun-burnt swarthiness. 

His dress and arms were splendid. He wore 
his national bonnet, crested with a tuft of fea- 
thers, and with a Virgin Mary of massive Mlver 
for a brooch. These had been presented to the 
Scottish Guard, in consequence of the King, in 
one of his fits of superstitious piety, having de- 

VOL. I. G 
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voted tbe swords of his guard to the service of 
the Holy Yirgin, and, as some say, carried the 
matter so far as to draw out a oommisfflon to Oue 
Ladj as thdr Captain General. TtieAreher^sgor-^ 
get^ arm-pieces, and gauntlets, were of the finest 
steel, curiously inlaid with silver, and his hau« 
berk, or shirt of mail, was as clear and bright as 
the frost-work of a winter morning upon fern or 
briar. He wore a loose surcoat, or cassock, of 
rich blue velvet, open at the sides like that of a 
herald, with a large white cross of embroidered 
silver bisecting it both before and behind-^is 
knees and legs^ere protected by hose of mail and 
sfboes of steel — a broad strong poniard (called the 
Mercy of God) hung by his right side — ^the 
bauldrick for his two-handed sword, richly em- 
broidered, hung upon his left shoulder ; but, foi* 
convenience, he at present carried in his hand that 
unwieldy weapon, which the rules of his service 
forbade him to lay aside. 

Quentin Durward, though, like the Scottish 
youth of the period, he had been early taught 
to look upon arms and war, thought he had 
never seen a more martial-looking, or more com- 
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pletelj equipped and aocomplished man-at-armsy 
tban DOW saluted him in the person of his mo- 
ther'^a.lH'other, called Ludovic with the Scar, or 
Le Balafr6 ; yet he oould not but shrink a little 
from the grim expression of his countenance, 
while, with its rough moustachios, he bruEdied 
first the one and then the other cheek of his kins- 
man, welcomed his f£|ir nephew to France, and, in 
the same breath, asked what news from Scotland. 

^^ Little good, dear uncle,^ replied young Dur^ 
ward ; ^^ but I am glad that you know me so rea> 
dily-'' 

^^ I would have known thee, boy, in the Icmdes 
of Bourdeaux, had I met thee marching there 
like a crane on a pair of stilts. But sit thee down 
-—sit thee down— ^if there is sorrow to hear of, we 
will have wine to make us bear it.-— »Ho ! old 
Pinch* Measure, our good host, bring us of thy 
best, and that in an in^tant*^ 

The well-known sound of the Scottish-French 
Was as familiar in the taverns near Flessis, as 
that of the S wiss-^French in the mbdern^^gti^to 
pf. Paris; and promfitly — ^ay, with the prompti- 
tude of fe^r and prefdpitation, was it heard and 
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obeyed. A flagon of duonpagne soon stood be^ 
fore tfaem, of which the elder took a draughty 
while the nephew helped himself only to a mode- 
rate sip, to acknowledge his uncle^s courtesy, say- 
ing, in excuse, that he had already drank wine 
that morning. 

^*That had been a rare apology in the mouth 
of thy sister, fair nephew,^ said Le Balafr6; 
*' you must fear the wine-pot less, if you would 
wear beard on your face, and write yourself 
soldier. But, come— come^-unbuckle your Scot- 
tish mail-bag— give us the news of Glen-houlakin 
-^how doth my sister?'* 

^ Dead, fair uncle,^ answered-Quentin, sorrow-^ 

fiifly. 

" Dead f echoed his uncle, with a tone rather 
marked by wonder than sympathy — *^ why, she 
was five years younger than I, and I was never 
better in my life. Dead ! the thing is impossi* 
ble. I have never had so much as a headache, 
unless after revelling out my two or three days' 
furlow with the brethren of the joyous science— 
and my poor sister is dead !— And your father, 
fair nephew, hath he married again ?*^ 
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And, ere the youth could reply, he read the 
answer in his surprise at the question, and sud, 
<^ What, no ? — I would hare sworn that Allan 
Durward was no man to live without a wife. He 
loved to have his house in order — cloved to look 
on a pretty woman too ; and was somewhat strict 
ifk life withal-^matrimony did all this for him. 
Now, I care little about these comforts ; and I 
can look on a pretty woman without thinking on 
the sacrament of wedlock-* I am scarce holy 
enough for that^^ 

**' Alas ! dear uncle, my mother was left a wi. 
dow a year since, when Gleo-houlakin was har- 
ried by the Ogilyies. My father, and my two un- 
cles, and my two elder brothers, and seven of my 
kinsmen, and the harper, and the tasker, and 
some six more of our people, were killed in de* 
fending the castle; and there is not a burning 
hearth or a standing stone in all Glen-houlakin.^ 

*^ Cross of Saint Andrew T said Le Balafr£ ; 
** that is what I call an onslaught* Ay, these 
Ogilvies were ever but sorry neighbours to Glen- 
houlakin-— an evil chance it was ; but fate of war 
-^fate of war.— -When did this mishap befal, fair 
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nephew ?^ With that he took a deep drau^t 
of wme in Keu, and shook his head with much 
SDletnnity, when his kinsman vepUed, that his fa. 
mily had been destroyed upon the festival of 
Saint Jude last bye*past. 

*^ Look ye there,^ said the soldier; ** I said it 
was all chance— on that very day I and twenty of 
my comrades carried the Castle of Roche-noir by 
storm, from Amaury Bras-deufer^ a captain of 
free lances, whom you most have heard oi^ I 
killed him on his own threshold, and gained as 
much gold as made this fair chain, which was once 
twi^e as long as it now is — and that minds me to 
send part of it on an holy errand.-^Here, An^* 
drew — ^Andrew !" 

Andrew, hb yeoman, entered, dressed like the 
Archer himself in the general equipment, but 
without the armour for the limbs,<-^tliat of the 
body more coarsely manufjsctured— his cap with- 
out a plume, and his cassock made of serge, or 
coarse doth, instead of rich velvet. Untwining 
hb gold chain from his neck, Balafrfe twisted off, 
with his firm and strong^set teeth, about four 
inches from the one end of it, and and to his at- 
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tendant, '^ Her^, Andrew, carry this to n|y go^ 
sip^ jolly Father Boniface, the monk of Saint 
Martin'^s— greet him well from me, by the same 
U^en that he could not say God save ye when we 
last parted at midnight — Tell my gosup that my 
brother and sister^ and some others of my house,, 
arealldead and gone, and I pray him to say masses 
for their souls as far as the value of these liQk3 
will carry him, and to do on trust what else may 
be necessary to free thein from Purgatory, And 
bark ye, as they were Just-living. people, and free 
from all heresy, it may be that they are Well nigb 
out of Utnbo already, so that a little matj^r may 
have them free of the fetlocks ; and in that cas^ 
look ye, ye will say I desire to take out the 
gold in curses upon a gei^^ratioui called the 
Ogilvies, in what way soever the church may 
best come at them. You understand ^1 this, 
Andrew ?^ 

The coutelier nodded. 

*^ Thepi look that none of the links find their 
way to the wine-house^ ere the Monk touches 
tbes) ; for if it so chance, thou shalt ta^of saddle- 
l^th and stirrup-leather, ti^ thou art as rltw us 
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Saiat 'BarthoIoxQew.--^Yet bold^ I see thy eye 
has fixed en the wine measure^ and thou slialt 
not go without tasting*^^ 

So saying, be filled him a brimful txxff which 
the coutelier drank 0% and retired to do his pa* 
troB^s cQinmi5»on« 

*^ And' now, fair nephew, let us hear what was^ 
3Foiir own fortune in this unhappy matter/^ 

^^ I fought it out among those who W(^re older 
and stouter than I was, till we were all brought 
down,^ saidDurward, ^^ and I received a crud 

*^ Not a worse slash than I • received ten 
years aince myself,**^ said Le Balafre.— ^^ Look 
at tins now, my fair nephew,^^ tracing the dark 
erimson gash which waa imprinted on his faee«-*« 
^^' AnOgilvy^s &w<Mrd never ploughed so deep a 
furrow.'' 

" They ploughed deeply enough," answered 
Quentin, sadly ; *^ but they were tired at last, 
^nd my mother's entreaties {H*ocured mercy for 
moi when' I was found to retain some spark of 
life ; but although a learned monk of Aberbro^ 
thock, who chanced to be our guest at the fatal 
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time, and narFowIy escaped being killed in the 
fray, was permitled to Und my wounds, and fi« 
nally to remove me to a place of safety, it was 
only on promise, given both by my motbw and 
him, that I should become a monk.^^ 

** A monk (^ exclaimed the uncle—** Holy 
Saint Andrew ! that is what never befel me. No 
one, from my childhood upwards, ever so much 
as dreamed of making me a monk — And yet I 
wonder when I think of it ; for you will allow 
diat, bating the reading and writing, which I 
could never learn, and the psalmody, which I 
could never endure, and the dress, which is that 
of a mad beggar-"— our Lady forgive me !— (here 
he crossed himself) — ^and their fasts, which do 
not suit my appetite, I would have made every 
whit as good a monk as my little gossip at Saint 
Martinis yonder. But I know not why, none ever 
proposed the station to me.— »0 so, fair nephew, 
you were to be a monk then — and wherefore, I 
pray you?^' 

'* That my father^s house might be ended, 
eithw in the doister or in the tomb,^ answered 
Quentin, with deep feeling. 
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** I 8ee,^ answered his un cle ^* I oompre* 
hend. Cunniag n^ues — very cunning !-*-Tliej 
might have been cheated though ; for look ye, 
fair nephew, I myself remeniher the canon Bo* 
bersart who had taken the tdws, and afterwards 
broke out of eloister, and became a captain of 
Free Companions. He had amiitvess, the pret- 
tiest wench I ever saw, and three as beauttful 
children — There is no trusting monks, f«r 
nephew,*'*-4io trusting them-*4hey may beoonie 
soldiers and fathers when you leisst expect, iif^ 
but on with yomr tale*^ 

^^ I have little more to tell,'' said Durwar4 
*^ except that, oonsideiing my poor mother in some 
degree a pledge for me, I topk the dress of a no- 
vice, and conformed to the clmster rules, and 
even learned to Dead and write.'*^ 

<^ To read and writer exelaimed Le Bahfr^, 
'#ho was one of ^those sort of people who think 
all knowledge is miramlous which chances to ea^ 
ceed their own— ^^ To write, sayst thou, and to 
read 1 1 cannot believe it-r^ever Durward could 
write his name diat ever. 1 hesird of, noir Lesly 

17 
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atber. I can answer for one of them— <-I can 
no nuNre write than I can fly. Now, in Saint 
Louisas name, how did diey teach it you ?^ 
• ^^ It was troublesome at first,^" said Durward, 
^^ but became more easy by use ; and I was weak 
with my wounds and loss of blood, and desirous 
to gratify my preserver, Father P^ter, add so I 
was the more ea»ly kept to my task. But after 
several months' languishing, my good kind mo- 
ther died, and as my health was now fully re* 
stored, I communicated to my benefactor, who 
was also Sub^Prior of the Convait, my reluo* 
tance to take the vows ; and it was agreed be* 
tween us, since my vocation lay not to the cloifr- 
ter, that I should be sent out into the w<Hrld %q 
seek my fortune, and that, to save the Sub-Prior 
from the anger of the Ogilvies, my departure 
should have the appearance of flight ; and to co- 
lour it, I brought o£P the Abbofs hawk with 
me. But I was regularly dismissed, as will ap* 
pear from the hand and seal of the Abbot hinip 

SiBlf." 

^< That is right-*-that is well,'' said his uncle* 
*^ Our King cares little what th^ft thou may'st 
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have made, but hath a horror at any thiog fike a 
breach of the cloister. And, I warrant thee, thou 
hadst no great treasure to bear thy charges ?^ 
Only a few pieces of ailyer,^ said the youth; 

for to you, fair uncle, I must make a fi«e con- 
fession.^ 

<< Alas r replied Le Balafr6, << that is hard. 
Now, though I am never a hoarder of my pay, 
because it doth ill to bear a charge about one in 
these pmlous times, yet I always have (and I 
would advise you to follow my examj^e) some 
odd g<dd chttn or bracelet, or carcanet, that 
serves for the ornam^at of my person, and i^m 
at need spare a superfluous link ot two for any 
immediate purpose.— -But you may ask, fair kins- 
man, how you are to come by such toys as this? 
— ^(heshook hisdbain with complacent triumph) — •- 
They hang not on every bush — they grow not in 
the fields like the daffodils, with whose stalks 
children make knights^ collars. What then ?— > 
you may get such where I got this, in the ser- 
vice of the good King of France, where there is 
always wealth to be found, if a man has but the 
heart to seek it, at the risk c^ a Uttle life or so.*^ 
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^* I undanBtood/^ said Quentin, erading a de- 
cision to which he felt himself as yet scarce 
competently informed, ^^ that the Duke of Bur- 
gundy keeps a more noble state than the King 
of France, and that there is more honour to be 
won under his banners— -that good blows are 
struck l^ere, and deeds of arms done ; while the 
Most Cliristkin King, they say, gains his tiow 
tories by his ambassadors^ tongues.^ 

<^ You speak like a foolish boy, fair nephew,^ 
answered he with the Scar ; ^* and yet, I bethink 
me, when I came hither I was nearly as simple^: 
I could neyer think of a King but what I sup- 
posed him sitting under the high deas, and feast- 
ing amid bis high vassals and Paladins, eating 
Ucmo-manger^ with a great gold crown upon his 
head, or else charging at the hedA of his troops 
like Charlanagne in the romaunts, or like Robert 
Bruce or William Wallace in our own true his- 
tories. Hark in thine ear, man — ^it is all moon- 
sfaifie in the water. Policy— policy does it all.' 
It is an art our King has found out, to fight 
with other men^s swords, and to wage his soldiers 
out of other menu's purses. Ah ! it is the wisest 
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Prince that ev^ put purple on hb benckf^^exkd -yet 
iie weaveth not much of that neither-*-! see him 
often go plainer than I would think befitted nc 
to do.'' 

** But you meet not my exception, fair uncle,'' 
answered young Durward; ^^ I would serve, 
since serve I must in a foreign land, somewhere 
-where a brave deed, were it my hap to do one, 
might work me a name." 

** I understand you, my fair nqihew/' said the 
royal man^t-arms, ^* I understand you passing 
well ; but you are unripe in these matters. The 
Duke of Burgundy is a liot-headed, impetuous, 
pudden-headed, iron-ribbed dare-all. He charges 
at die head of his nobles and native knights, 
his liegemen of Artois and Hainault ; think you, 
if you weK there, or if I were there myself, that 
we could be mudi farther forward than the Duke 
and all his brave nobles of his own land ? if we 
were not up with them, we had a chance to bb 
'turned on tlie Provost Marshall's hands £or being 
slow in making to ; if we were abreast of them, 
all would be called well, and we might be 
thought to have deserved our pay; and grant 
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that I was a spearVIength or so in tfape front, 
which is both difficult and dangerous in such a 
meUe^ where all do their best, why, my lord 
duke says, in his Flemish, when he sees a good 
blow struck, < Ha 1 gvi getrqffen I a good lance 
—a brave Scot-^^ve him a florin to drink our 
health ;^ but neither rank, nor lands, nor trea- 
sures, come to the stranger in such a service-*- 
all goes to the children of the schI.^ 

^* And where should it go, in heaven^s name, 
£sir uncle ?^ demanded young Durward. 

** To him that protects the children of the 
soil^^ said Balafre, drawing up his gigantic 
height. ** Thus says King Louis :— ^ My good 
French peasant — mine honest Jacques Bon- 
homme— -get you to your tools, your plough and 
your harrow, your pruning knife and your hoe 
—here is my gallant Scot that will fight for you, 
and you shall only have the trouble to pay him**- 
And you, my most serene duke, my illustrious 
count, and my most mighty marquis, e^en rein 
up your fiery courage till it is wanted, for it is 
apt to start out of the course, and to hurt its 
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master ; here are my companies of ordonance 
—here are my French Giuurds — ^here are, above 
all, my Scottish Archers, and mine honest Lu- 
dovic with the Scar, who wHl fight, as well or 
better than you, with all that undiscipGned va- 
lour, which, in your fathers^ time, lost Cressy 
and Azincour.* Now, see you not in which <tf 
these states a cavalier of fortune holds the highest 
rank, and must come to the highest honour ?'^ 

** I think I understand you, fair unclfe,'* an- 
swered the nephew ; ^< bnt, in my mind, honour 
cannot be won wh^e there is no risk; Sure, this 
is— I pray you pardon me.^ati easy and almost 
slothful life, to mount guard round an elderly 
man whom no one thinks of harming, to spend 
summer-day and winter-night up in yonder bat- 
tlements, and shut up all the while in iron cages, 
for fear you should desert your posts — uncle, 
uncle, it is but the hawk upon his perch, who is 
never carried out to the fields !" 

^* Now, by Saint Martin of Tours, the boy 
has some spirit ! a right touch of the Lesly in 
him ; much like myself, though always with a 

18 
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little more folly in it Hiurl^ ye, youth^-^Long live 
the King of Frahoe l^^-HM^arce a day but there it 
some eommiasioa in hand, by whidi fome of his 
followers may win both coin and credit. Think 
not that the bravest and most dangerous deeds 
are done by daylight. I could tell you of somc^ 
as scaling castles, making pnaoners, and tUe like, 
where one wha shall be nameless hath run fairer 
risk, and gained giiefft^ £aTOur, than any des^ 
perado in the train of desperate Charles of Bui> 
gundy. And if it please hii Majesty to remain 
behind, and in tbebaok-igrDund, while such things 
are doing, he hath the more leisure of 8|nrit to ad- 
mire, and the more liberality of hand to reward 

« 

the adv^entttreri, w|io8e daqgers perbaps, and 
whose feats of armSf he ^utn better judge cf thaa 
if he had personally sbiifed them. .O, 'tis a sagai- 
cious and most politic mooarch r ' i . 

His n^hew paused, and then said, in a low 
but impreiMUve lone of voice, ^< The good i*ather 
Peter used <tfken t^ te$xh me there migbt be 
much danger in ^deeib by whicb little glory was 
acquired* I need not say to you, fiiir linde, 

VOL. I. H 
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that I do in ooune rappose thai these seecet jcetti- 
misdions toast nteeds be honoorabfe.''^ 
» >^ For whom or for .what take, you :iiie^ fur 
Aephew ?•' said Balafir^, somewhat sternly ; ^f I 
have not been trained, indeed^ in- the doister, 
neither can I write or read. But I am your mo^ 
therms brodier ; I am a loyal Letly. Think -you 
that I am like to recommend to yoa ai^ thii^ un- 
worthy ?. The best knight in France, Du Guesdih 
himself, if he were atire again, might be prouid 
to number my deeds among fans adiievonenta.'^ 
' ^ I cannot doubt your warranty, fair^unde,^ 
said the youth ; ^^ you are the only adviaec my 
mishap hjas left me. But is it true, as fame mj^^ 
that this King keeps a meagre court here. at his 
CastteofPlessis? No j?epair of nobles or oourtiera, 
none of his grand feudatmes i^ftttendance, 9i0i|e 
of the high officers of the orown.; half soUtoiy 
sports, shix«d only with the meniabof his house<- 
hold '; secret ocmn<;ils, to which only low md 
tibsture men are invited; rank and nobility de- 
pcessed, and men raised fcom the lowest cngiA 
t6 the kingly^ fawur-^all > this seema unvc^- 
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Iftted, feflemble^ not the maimers of bis father, 
the Doble Charier,' who tore frcmi the fangs of 
the Eaglii^ lion this more than half4x>nquered 
fcoigdom of Fiance.^ 

^< You apeak hike a gkldy dHld^"" said Le Ba- 
hifr£, *^ andeven as a diild you harp over the 
same notes on a new string. Look you: if the 
Kbqf employs Oliver Dain, his barber, to do 
wliat Oliver can do better than any peer of them 
ally b not the kingdom the gainer ? If he bids 
his stout Provost-Marshal Tristan, arrest such 
or such, a seditious bur|^er, take off such or 
such a turbulent noUe, the deed is done and na, 
more of it; when, were the oommissioa given to 
a duke ix peer of France, he might perchance 
said the King back a defiance in exchange. If, 
again, the King, pleases to give to plain Ludbvic 
le Bakfr 6 a commisdum which he will execute, in- 
stead of employing the Hi^ Constable, whb; 
would perfaiqM betray it, doth it not shew wis-; 
dom? Above all, doth not a monarch of such 
oonditicms best suit cavaliers of fortune* who inust 
go where their aerifices are most highly prized, 
and most frequently in demand ?-^No, no, child. 
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J tell, thee Loiib knows. hoir to cbuM-li^ aoo^ 
fidanUy and what^to ohaTjgetbem voth ^i juiiiog^ 
as thf y fifty, Ibe burthen to jean^ ntuux> . baisL 
He is not like the King of Castile^ vho dM^ 
of thint, because ithe grqU buller .ira^^iotliemde 
t^ hand hi^ oup.«*TBut haxk to tbebdLof ^unl 
llarti0*s I I most hapten back, ta the Caitlonmu 
i\urewell---«mke much of yourself, ah^ at fa|^ 
to-moFfow Hforaiog present yourself before iJbe 
drawbridge, and ask if» meat thecetttinel. Ti^ 
head you stq» not off* die strait and bcatfias 
path in approaobingtli^ 'portal i it may oostyois 
a hmb, ^ieh you will sorely miss* You: diali 
see llie ^Jiigt and ieaink to judge ihim £>r yourb 
selfUArefrell,"^ 

. £osigpingyBabfr6hsuitily depart^,. Ibrg^tting^ 
ia his huriy, topay ,fotf the wki^ he had qall^^ 
for, a shortness of memory iaeidBntBl to persona 
of his deecripdon, and winch his host, overaafied, 
perhaps, by the nodding Ixwnet «ifi poqdemas 
two-handed sword, did not presume • to use any 
eff;>rls fot corveeting. 

It n|Ight have been expected that, when idjt 
£^one Durward would Iiare again )»taken hfan* 
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self to bis turret, in order to watch for the repe- 
tition of those delicious sounds which had soothed 
his morning reverie. But that was a chapter of 
romance, and his uncle'^s oonrersation had opened 
to him a page of fiie real histts^ of life. It was 
no pleasing one, and for the present the recol- 
lections and reflections ;which it excited, were 
qualified to overpower other thoughts, and es- 
pedally all of a light and soothing nature. 

Quentin' resorlied to m sditary wdik blong the 
banks of the rapid Cher, having previously in- 
quired of his landlord for one which he might 
faraVdrse wiHiKbut fear ^ disagreeable interruption 
fricim snareB&Ad |fit£all8, and there esadeftvoitrBd 
tqobmpose Iibs Iniirmtnled andBMbtered thoagbts^ 
and consider ifaUfviureiBo{itod,iipoli nfhoehHSfe 
me^Afug with;hiB uneie.faad throwa liorae du^ 
biety/; 
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THE BOHBMTANS. 

* 4 

Sae nntiaf^j^ lae wantonly, • 

Sae dantonly gaed he, 
fle pla^Mm apfmgiBBid daand a fond 

BeoMth the (^allows tra^* 

OidSoMg. 
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Tkb manner in which Qiimitiii Diirward- had 
been educi^ed, was not of a kind to solten the 
heart, or perhaps to wipwre the mond feding. 
He, inth the restof hisfamilyy had been trained 
to the chase as an «nuMnent, and taught to 
connder war as their only serious occupation, 
and that it was the great duty of their lires sttftb- 
bomly to oidure, and fiercely to retaliate, the 
attacks of their feudal enemies, by whom their 
race had been at last almost annihilated. And 
yet tfaare mixed With these feuds a spiift of rude 
chivalry, and even courtesy, which softened 
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dieir rigour ; so that tevtogtyibm oaly juatioe, 
was still proBeeutedmdii spmercgard.to humamly 
and generowty. , The, lassons of the woribj. old 
moak^ better attended to» perhaps, ducaig a ioiifi^ 
ilhiess and adveeaky^ thaa they joighi haTebeen 
in healtfi and suecess, had giyen y0tiog Duiw 
ward still farther insight into the. duties of hur- 
manity towards odiecs ; and, omsidaing the igw 
nonuice of tbeperiod^fthegeneMd )ire)lidioes &Bh 
tevtainedin fvvour.^if.A military hf^ and the 
mamier in which he himself had lieea bred, the 
youth was disposed to feel. mUre sK^ratdy the 
moral dsititts iacwobent on. Us statim than was 
usiiaLat.the linie. > > . 
/ lie refteeted om .his interview with his unoie 
with:a sQue of &BDhmnnamomkt md, diauppoi^t- 
wmaL fiKahopeSihad been hi|^; for although 
intoeoune by lettea.w^s^eisft o£. the question, 
yet a pilgik^ er an adreiritusoiis tnffiokery or a 
fliipplrd Bahii<?ry sowrtimiis^ faroiif^LcslylB name 
to eien»h0ukk]% and dOi ' saited in! paaising^ I^ 
undauirted. eofiragia, and Ipa suooass in jmany 
petty entetpfoes whiiA Ins mmfler had ;entru6ted 
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toMni^ (^lesliiiJs iiMi^atiod lad .fllhd up^ &^ 
dMddl in Md own w«i]r, and anniinilwtgd- hh uksu 
dMsfoI'iad'adytetuimiai uncle (whaie «KpUat» 
pi«bablf kMkt nothing in tlie tdlilig><t6 aooie of 
diOitiliMBr^iiibs and knigliitecriartaai*:ii3iom.iBHii« 
sCmU l»iig)' tfndwba w<m 0Riwib.^aQd idnga^ 
dtiig^ium by dioftt of awtri'd and laaea; . He irai 
lOHV ck^mpdkd toTaOk^iiiB kkAiman'tiiiioh'ldimf 
kk tte «tMkl0 of 4Mvaliy ; thoa^^ Uiided hy die 
hi^h>i«Cip6d;pai4tO|iafcnt8, and Ihoie who Iqp^ 
pMaifli^ that tiiafactep««4ti6iped; ^y every ^«ady 
fMjadidlf M'hiB'tt^iit^^Jd^icpm^^ baildesi 
Mid >pa^»iiMttfy aitaeh^d kishiainttftUr'a nm 
mory, he saw not, in the only iaitotberofl' that 
^knf^rMtidi^ the diaiMto; WhiaU ito lihilyUkl, 
<iM^i^ waa that of aar onUnary jneloenary eiridicB^ 
ti«idMtt*'macli atetii aar'^RadybcbetfJthadilka 
mmAmts ofi the Ume.fKoSmiai wKoMripceBenae 
added to iheidiairaBtid.atat0 ofiFwiA- 

WKhont. befog lambanAji irael^ JUafei. ifa% 
^bmthaUtj iondURNnit tie hnafiaar JMb aridttohtaaa 
oafliaiugi hsiivas i|lrdfonndly! ignonlitf^. gnfady 
iafi bMUfS anikaritpidoaa bbm !ke aaqntral it^ iaad 



ptofttie in 6X{MfficUflg'4r<>ti ib^(gi«tifi<smiiid ofi 
hk^owii {Msttond. The httbit of afitttiAii^'^' 
altisn^ely ti^his cmtk mtoM ^ad ittt«i«fits^ iMMi 
converted Mih ititD otie of 'the most i»lfi»li aoU 
mftll in thd woi44^ so dtat'he ihttiididixiidMtfi «9 
tbe f«6f(ter m«f baKri» rimiflrtted, tb pifoeMil fco^ itt 
my subject witlK^ut ^sowi^nog HbH^it kpplkd 
to liiitiMf, ois 'ai it; te ci^cid^ makii^ t|f6- i»» 
fctt omi) though ' not tipdi f0i]khg^ tMmicuii 
wflii'thb golden rale^ bot widti ti» were ieefy dili 
ferent. To this mtuKt bo added^ timt tUe naitinv 
foundrJof hi^ dcrtitfd and his ptelUNiTc^ faAd '^ra- 
dwilrjr' <etwutbfe<lnb«d his ^ibooghtsv Jh0p0»i miA 
wishes^ arid ^fuenctaed in li gveat ueakirei (the 
^«JM : spmfc <<xf bononry' add dfasW' of ^diAiootiod 
iB-anMi/by whisii jli«>httd.bheii omm anidialedi 
Biilaft^ was; in f^iort, -a iKStttiiadkkdty htfrdAidd^ 
seifisU^ ttnd nbvwr^mtodad ; ^active wuAibMLiiA 
the diaohtfge tt fats di^^.bnt aoknowledgiogffevt 
objects ^beyoi^- it^' estesfHrng the fenmliobaev^ 
vMcb ^ a datekM dofotilni, talieTedk byian^oo^ 
cHsipiiaL'debaNieh'With haoifacr Bontfaee^ bki'comi- 
fade andMsdiiftediir. Hid bis geoiiMi boenr bf a 
more exu$|idedi cbaimter^ lie irould> pfobdblj 
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have hewp iwu o ted to«o«etO}]^ormt eonuMiid, 

finr the Kii^» who luiev every aoUiiHr of hk bodjT- 
giMvd ptnoMlIyy repoied dnudi coiifideDoe. io, 
BiUM^s oounge aad fiddity ; mid hettdes, the 
SMt iMd eitbar.wisdcmi <H^ cttaniog eiHMigh fmt^ 
feedy to undffiitaiidy andebly tohweMnir, t^pi»-. 
eMKuritkwi of that flbveragn. StiUyiiovevwr, Im 
gyiffily ^v«8 too nuich limited to admit of bh 
nmg to biglicc innk, mid tbaughiuialedaD^aAd 
furowed by Louit am mmty ofomcxm, fial«fire 
mipiauMied • »ere life'guBnfahTneB^ 
. Withoui;. seeing. the AiU soqpe.of his oneleW 
ehemetmr, Quentia £dt shocked aUiie lodiffeteBee 
to the diaistvoiift exstirpatioa of Jiis bipther-'iii* 
kar^s whole Snmly/aiid eould not hdp bdog Bi6ai^ 
pissed, motottver, that so bmt m xdntiire Jiadnot 
affiwedhim.&e aewstawfe of his purse, whidi« but 
fer khegnsrosilyiof MmtrePieese»fae would haree 
been under the neoaasity of directl|y cmviiig bom 
him. He inooged hia ttoek^ boweivs^t ia auj^p^ 
ugithat ihis waatcfiatleiHmi tolua paobable 

wsui^Mi^aaBflw^MBa vasw*«v vvAa^H^« saif ^HA#anaN^e^ ^w^F^^fc^R^fce •u^'^ir^^ piis^l^F 

ciadiv needtoff flBonev hpiif^Jf et that nottM^nt* it 
had not Moiiixed to Belafr^ that his nephew B»ght 
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be in exigeaeies ; otherwiserbelMMAWirktiift. 
BMBi ao mucb^ a part of Unifielf, that lie would 
have provided for the wmi of tbeBvtng ncfkttm, 
as he eiideavouved to do>lbr that of kis.daeeaBed 
rister and her bumkmuA. Bfift wfaatevar waathe 
motive, the negleot was very imaaCisfactQry to 
youi^ Dorwavd, aad be wished raoretlMni onee 
he had taken service widi the Duke ciBxBtgaaiy 
before he quarrelled with h» ibfester. ^ What- 
ever had then become of me^^he thbugbt to him- 
sdf, '^ I would always have been abk to keep up 
my spirits with the refleelioD, that I had, in case 
of the worst, a stout faad^-iUaMl m this andeof 
imne. But now I have seen him, and, woe wctfth 
Imn^ &ere has been moipe help in a mere rae> 
'chaBSoal stitmger dian I littve>fbttBd in my own 
•raothei% brother, iiiy'COutitr3nBHm and a cavalier. 
One ;would tUnk: the slash, that; faas'carved idl 
^3omelinesd out of fais &ce, had let at the same tinie 
every drop of gentle^hlood out of his body.^ 
. Durwasdnow regretted hehad not hadmicp- 
portunity to meitfion Maitie Pierre to JMaft^, 
-in hopes of obtaining some fiardier aoooinit;of thi^ 
persMiage; but his uncle^i queetioiis had been 



huddled fflBtte eaih etkvr^'Mid tBe sttinions df 
the grmt UU dS Snftt Mavdn of Tows/hiid 
IxtAmKffihAp&tDtmmKetM^ Thut 

old mat), he teooUiocted, #88 chdrtMdailddQglged 
in: appeawBeey sharp and aodmftil ib -language, 
but gnehraeaud liberal in bis lietknu i; and audi 
aatraiq^ ia woiHh a ooldkfaiaD(ulft«^^ WhaAsagw 
dMroUiScoltiah tntiT^rb ?i^< JBetter UndifrebaiC, 
4haaif remit kindnedl' I will find out tkM lilad, 
whibbi nbtbifljis, ihould be no difliouhl tiski wnoe 
heoa jifr itetiiihj aa mbe: boHrbee^rtwka bin..' He 
will igiyiei ihi gobd adviodi fep.ib}R'g(nrefnaaee| at 
leaiit^ afDd if be Ipaes tb dtaige eDuotries^ as.italiy 
ansb do, I.know ndt.imt bis aniy be aa ddveoiNii- 
fous A flervice.aa thkt of thoee GuaidattCOLomik** 
. Aa Qneatiiu.fraiiied ibis theiq|fat^ A-«rlua|ier 
fiota'dios^cecaflaee of; tbe- heart io l«hioh;lica 
iftubbvtbat tfejoirner dbeaiietkiidtirof^^'.or .wtH 
not aekoowledge trilHngljr, BuggeBtadtbal^ pe»- 
cbaiice^ thelikfy cff the turret^: abe of the val.and 
^le (lute^ ii^ht tikwai Uiat adventurdua jonMey. 
iAk.the>SeotliA youth, made these: reftMiliDafl^ 
he . nM. 4 vo graT^lodking men^ . uf^paaeBtly eita. 
■end df Teopft^ wbomV doffing^ hia fcapwitb die 



CHAF* VI. THX BOHKMIANi* HtS 

r^tefti^ie due ic&m youth la age, ho f espediiiiljr 
aditd t»direiU^im to the hovuae wi MaitSftCiorrni 

^ The house of wkoat, my ^por.aoii F^ udd one 

irflth^passfeogers. - i .. . =:•> . ,m; /i 

< >^ Of Maitrei Bienre^ the greal fiBkon^Iianl, 

w&o planted idl'the mnlbeEvgri trees 'iiLthcjiiurliL 

yonder,* said Durwwrd. 

^^ Young Quuiy'^.sind'one of dMsniwhoiiras nonr; 
est to bbSj ^$ you haTtttaken up aniidls.iradb a 
Ikde too^ early."^ 

^^ And hai^e ohosen wrong sul]^tB to pvaedse 
your fooleries 'Upbn,^ said the faithec^nei^^ititl 
oM^ro gr^iffly. ^f The %adie of Toursia not aceus* 
tomed do be tiius taUoed ta- fay sIsciHing ^stess 
from foret^ parts.'^ 

QaeMin was ao muoh surpued at tiie .eaosdess 
off^nee whioh: these two^^d^wentJeoking perscmi 
had taken at a ^^ery«im^e and dhrU queslspn^ 
that be forgottto be angry stdie rudesiess4>f tbeb 
D^ly, andakood stajri^^ after them 4ui|di^*iralh*. 
ed on with amendeJ paeei bftfinioakm back at 
him, a» if 4hey ruiere desimifs to get as scxm'aa 
possible ottt of his ijeadb. 

He Jiext met a psaty of vino*dreieer% and ad* 
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dnned 1^ them the flame queiilioa ; wad^ in t^ 
pijTy thejr dflKiaiaded to knaw .wh^htr he wanu 
•d Maiitre Fiwie^ the flchoofanaster? or Maitre 
Pierre, the carpent^? or Mailie Bierre^.tbe 
beadle? or hal£4Miozeii Mmtie Bkeaea beside^. 
When none of thefle^oefffespoiided with tbe(de<> 
floriptMm of the person after whom he inquiied^ 
the peaaanfei accused Um of jestiog with them 
inqpOTtinentljirtaiid tlureataied tofall uppQ him and 
beat him, in guerdcm of his rmllery. The oldest 
manmg theaa, who had someinflumoe over the 
rest, pievailed on them to denst from vioIeQee* 

^ You see by his speech md his focd'soap^^ 
sttdhe, <f that he i& one of the foreign moiinte-^ 
banks who are come into the oountryt and whom 
Kmeeaii. ma^dana and aoothaagrers^and some 
jugglers and the like^ and there is.no knowi^ag 
what tricks th^ .have amongst them* I ha?e 
heard of audi a one pnying a liard to eat his belly-^ 
foU.of grapes in a pocnrman^s vineyard; and he 
eat as many as would have loaded a wain, ami 
never undid a button of his jerkin— and so let 
him pasaquiedy, imd keep his. way »aa we will 
keep ours: And you» friend, if you. would shun 

16 
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worse, walk quietly on» in &e name of God, our 
Lady of Marmonthier, and Siunt Martin of 
Tours, and trouble us no more about your Maitre 
Pierre, which may be another name for the devil 
for aught we know.*** 

The Scot, findmg himsdf much die weaker 
-party, judged ft his wisest course to walk on 
without Jejdy ; but the peasanta, who at first 
shrunk from him in horror, at his supposed ta- 
lents for sorcery and grape-devouring, took heart 
of grace as he got to a distance, and having ut* 
tered a few cries and curses, finally gave them 
emphasis with a shower of stones, although at 
sach a distance as. to do little or no harm to the 
olject of their displeasure. Quentin, as he pur- 
sued his widk, began to think, in lus turn, either 
that he himself lay under a spell, or that the 
people of iTouraine were the most stupid, bmty, 
and inhospitable of the French peasants. The 
next incident which came under his observation 
did not tend to dimimsh this opinion* 

On a slight eminence, riong above the rapid 
aitd beautifttl Cher, in the direct line of his path, 
two or ditee large chesnut trees were so hap- 
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piljr plaoed as to tdna a distinguished and re>- 
niafkable gi5oupe ; and beinde them stood thre^ 
or foiir peasants, 'motioiilesfi^ with their eyes turn- 
ied upwards, and fiiid, apparently, upon somfe 
object amongst the branched of the tree next til 
them." 'She meditaidoDs of ydath aie seldom so 
profeundas not to yield to the^sli|[hte8t-impnlse 
of curiosity, air easily as thd lightest pebUe, 
cbopped <;8sualiy from the hand, breaks the suK 
faoe of a limfMd podii Quentin hastened his paee^ 
Und rah figUtly up the riinng ground, time^nough 
to witness the ghastly spectacle which 'attracted 
the' notice of these gazer»**-which was nothing 
-less than the body of a inan, convulsed by tiie 
last agony, suspended on onie of the brandies. - 

*^ Why do yoii not but Vim down t^?^ itSA the 
young Scot, whose hand was as ready td aaofat 
affliction,' as to maintain his ownhonddr when he 
deemed it assailed. 

One of the peasants^ turning on him an eye 
from which ftar bad badishisd ail eiprcission blbt 
its own,' and a face as paie as olay,':pointed:to a 
mark cut' upon the bark^'the toek^ beasinll^ the 
9fade rude resemblance to n Jieur^JkJys which 

14 
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oertai& talisniamc scratdies, noil knoim ta cNtr 
revenue oflicers^ bear to a broad arrcfw* Neilbes 
understanding nor heeding the import »f this 
symbol, young Durward sprung lightly as. the 
ounce up into the trer^ drew from bis pouch that 
most necessary impkmeni of a Highlander or 
woodsmaiiy the trusty skene dhuf and, calling to 
those below to receive the body oa their hands^ 
eut the rope asunder in less than a minute after 
he had perceived the ex^ency. 

But his humanity was ill seconded by the by^ 
standers. So fiur from rendering Durward any 
asMstanoe, they iieemed .terrified at the audacity 
of his action, and took to flight with one consent, 
as if they feared their merely looking, on might 
have been construed into accession to his daring 
deed. The. body, unsujqiorted from beneath, 
fdl. hesBvily to earthy in such a manner, that 
Quentin, who presently afterwards jumped down, 
had the mortification to see that the last sparks 
of life were extingnidied. He gav« not up his 
charitable purpose^ however, without &rther ef« 
fbrt& He freed the wretched man^s neck from 

, VOL. I. I 
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the fiital Doofle, uiidj4 the doublet, threw. water 
on the face, and practised the other ordinary re* 
medies resorted to for recalling suspended ani- 
mation. 

While he was thus humanely engaged, a wild 
damdur of tongues, speaking a language which 
he.knew not, arose around him; and he had 
scarcely time to observe that he was surrounded 
by several men and women, of a singular and 
foreign appearance, wh^i he found himself rough- 
ly seized by both arms, while a naked knife, at 
the same moment, was offered to his throat. 
<. '^ Pale slave of Eblis !^ said a man, in imper-- 
feet French, ^^ are you robbing him you have 
murdered ?— -But we have ypu-— and.you shall 
j^buy it.'^ 

. There were knives drawn on every side of hira 
as these words were spoken, and the grim and 
distorted countenances which glared on him^ 
were like those of wolves rushing on their prey. 
« Still the young Scot^s courage and presence of 
mind bore him out ^^ What mean ye, my mas* 
ters?'* he said; ^^ if that be your friend"'s body, I 
have just now cut him down, in pure charity. 



CHAP. VI. TH£ BOHEMIANS. 131 

and you will do better to try to recover his life,, 
than to misuse an innocent stranger to whom he 
owes his chance of escape/^ 
-' The women had by this time taken possession 
of the dead body, and continued the attempts to 
recover animation' which Durward had been 
making use c^, though with the Uke bad success; 
so that, desisting fixMB their fruitless eflforts^rthey 
seemed to abandon themselves to all the oriental 
expressions of grief; the women making a piteous 
wailing, and tearing their long black hair, while 
the men seemed to rend their .garments, and ta 
sprinkle dust upon their heads. They gra«» 
dually became so much engaged in their mourn-* 
ing rites, that they bestowed! no longer: any at-, 
tention on Durward,* of whose. innocence. they 
were probably satisfied from circumstances* It 
would certainly have been his irisest course to' 
have left these wild people to their own courses, 
but he had been bred in almost a reckless con- 
tempt - of danger, and felt all the eagerness of 
youthful curiosity. ^ - 

' The singular assemblage, both male and fe«) 
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male, wore turbans and caps, mote nmilar/ m 
general appearance, to his own bonnet, than- ta 
those generally worn in Fianoe« Several of tho 
mea had curled black beards, and the oomplex- 
loti of all was nearly as dark as dial of Africans^ 
One or two, who seemed their chiefs, bad sonw 
tawdry ornaments of silver about their necks and 
ill thdr ears, with showy scarfs of yellowv or 
scarlet, or light green ; but th^ legs and arms 
were bare, and the whole troop seemed wretched 
and squalid in appearance. There were no wea^ 
pons amoi^ them that Durward saw, excepts 
ing the long knives with which they had lately 
menaced him, and. one short crooked salH;e, or 
Moorish sword^ which was worn by an active- 
looking young man, who often laid his hand upon 
the hilt, while he surpassed the rest of the party 
in his extravagant expressionsof grief, and seined 
to mingle ii4th them threats of vengeance. 
- Thedisordered and yelling group were so dif* 
ferent in appearance from any beings whom Quen^ 
tin had yet seen, that he was on the point of con- 
cluding them to be a party of Saracens, of those 
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^' heathen hou&dt,^ who were the c|>poDeD^ of 
gentle knights «nd Christian monarchss in all the 
romances which- be had heard or read, and was 
aboat to withdraw hioifielf from a neighbour* 
hood so perilous, when a galloping of horse was 
heard, and the supposed Saracens, who had 
raised by this time die body of their comrade 
upon their shoulders, were at once charged by a 
party of French soldiers. 

This sudden apparition changed the measured 
wailing of the mourners into irregular shridu 
of terror. The body was thrown to the ground 
in an instant, and those who were around it 
shewed the utmost and most dexterous activity 
in escaping, under the bellies as it were of the 
horses, and from the point of the lances which 
were levelled at them, with exclamations of 
<< Down with the accursed heathen thieves^^take 
and kill-— bind them like beasts-^Hspear them like 
wolves r' 

These cries were accompanied with oorres* 
ponding acts of violence ; but such was the alert- 
ness of the fu^tives, the ground being rendered 
unfavourable to the horsemen by thickets and 
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bushes, that only two were" struck down and 
made prisoners, one of iirhom was the young 
fellow with the sword, who had preriously oflPered 
some resistance. QuentiB, whom:foitune8eaiied 
at this period toliave chosen for the butt of her 
shafts, was at the same time seized by the soU 
diers, and his arms, in spite of his rmonstrances,- 
bound down with a cord ; those who apprehended 
him showing a readiness and' dispatch in 'the ope- 
ration, which proved them to be no novices Hn 
matters of police. 

Looking anxiously to the leader of the fam'se- 
men, from whom he hoped to obtain liberty,* 
Quentin knew not exactly whether to be pleased 
or alarmed upon recognizing in him the down- 
looking and silent companion of Maitre Pierre. 
True, whatever crime these strangers mi^ht be 
accused of, this officer might know,' from the 
history of the morning, that he, Durward,' had 
no connection with them whatsoever; but it was 

» 

a more difficult question, whether this sullen 
man would be either a favourable judge or a 
Iwiffing witness in his behalf, and he felt doubtful 
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whether he would mend his condition by making 
apy direct application to him. 

But there was little l^ure for hesitation. 
" Troi^-Eschelles and Petit-Andrfe," said the 
<dbwn4ooking officer'to two of his band, ^' these 
same trees stand here' quite convenient. I will 
teach these midbelieving, thieving sorcerers to in- 
terfere with the King'^s justice, when it has visit- 
•ed any of their accursed race. Dismount, my 
children, and do your office briskly.'" 

Trois-EscheUes and P^tit- Andrei were in. an 
instant on foot, and Quentin observed that they 
had each, at the crupper and pommel of his 
saddle, a coil or two of ropes, which they hastily 
undid, and Viewed that, in factj each coil formed 
a halter, with the fatal noose adjusted, ready for 
execution. The blood ran cold in Quentin^s 
veins, when he saw. three cords selected^ and per- 
ceived that it was purposed to put one around 
Jhis.'own neck. He called on the officer loudly, 
reminded him of their meeting that morning, 
i^laimed the right of a free-bom Scotchman^ in a 
friendly and aUied country, and denied. aoy 
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knowie%exif tho pertona. Miotig ivith ^ivfaom lie 
was seized) or of their misieeds. 

The offiter whom Btirwafd thui jddmiBed^ 
icaree dagoed to look «t. him while he was 
ipefd^ing, and took no txitiee whatsoever of the 
claim he prefinred to prior aoquakitimoe. He 
harelj turned to one or two of diepeManta who 
were now come forwavd, either to volunteer tbetf 
Cfvidenee against the prtsoneni, or out of curiosv. 
ty, and said grufly, ^^ Waayonder young fellow 
with the YagaiMmds f^ 

^* That he was, sbr, and it jiemie your noble 

ProyestJship,^ a&swei«d one of the downs ; ^ he 
was the very first blaajdiemously to cut down the 
raseal whom his Majcsty^s justice most desen- 
Tedly hung up, aa we told your worship.^ 

^* PU siKi^ar by Q/ody and Saint Martin of 
'Tours, to hare eeen hhn widi their gang^?* said 
another, ^ when they pillaged onr^n^totm*'* 
* , ^ Nay, but, father,^ «aid a boy, >^ yonder hea- 
dben was biack^ and diis youth is fair \ yond^ 
«Qe had idiort curied hair, and this hath long Itur 
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^^. Ay, dild,'' said die peasaiiC, ** and yondtf 
one famd a green ooat and this a grey jerkin. 
Bat his worship^ the Provoet, knows that diey 
can change their complexions as easily as their 
jerkins, so that I am still minded he was the 
«ame/' 

^^ It is enough that you liaTe seen Inm isten- 
meddle with the course of the King^s jnsdce, by 
attempting to reooter an executed traitor,^ said 
the officer,-^^ Trcis-Eskdielles and Petit*- Andr^ 
dispatch.^ 

^ Stay, signior officer 1^ exclaimed the youth, 
in mortal iigony-^^^ hear me speak*-*let me not 
die gniklessly-— my blood will berequired of you 
by my countrymen in this world, and by heaven^ 
justice in that which is to follow.* 

^^ I will answer my actions in botfa,^ said the 
Provost, coldly ; and made a eign with his left 
hand to the executioners ; then, with a smile of 
tnnmphant malice, touched with bis fore-finger 
ins right arm, which hung suspended in a sear^ 
disabled probaHyby the blow which Dnrward 
had dealt him that morning. 

^ Miserable, vindictive wretch ^--answered 

IS 
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Quoitin, persuaded by that action that private 
revenge was the sole motive of this man^s rigour^ 
and that no mercy whatever was to be expected 
from him. 

.".The poor youth raves,'" said the function- 
ary ; ^' speak a word of comfort to him ere he 
make his transit, Trois-Eschelles ; thou aft a com- 
fortable msax in such cases, when a confessor is 
not to be had. Give him one minute of ghostly 
advice, and dispatch mattars in the next. I must 
proceed on the rounds. — Soldiers, follow me T 

The Provost' rode on, followed by his guard, 
excepting two or three who were left to assist 
in the execution. The unhappy youth cast 
after him an eye almost darkened by despair, 
and thought he heard, in every tramp of his 
horse's retreating hoofs, the last slight chance of 
his safety vanish. He looked around him in 
Agoiiy, and was surprised, even in that moment, 
to see the stoical indifference of his fellow-^ari- 
sonws. They had previously testified every sign 
of fear, and made every effort to esciqpe; but now, 
when secured, and destined apparentiy to inevita* 
ble death, they awaited its arrival with the most 
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Moical indifference. The scene of fate' before 
them gave, perhaps, a more yellow tinge to their 
swarthy cheeks ; but it neither agitated their fea* 
tures, nor quenched the stubborn haughtiness of 
their eye. They seemed like foxes, which, after 
all their wiles and artful attempts at escape are 
exhausted, die with a silent and sullen fortitude, 
which wolves and bears, the fiercer objects of the 
chase, do not exhibit. 

They were undaunted by the conduct of the 
fatal executioners, who went about their work 
with more deliberation than their master had 
recommended, and which probably, arose from 
their having acquired by habit a kind of pleasure 
in the discharge of their horrid office. We pause 
an instant to describe them, because, imder a 
tjnranny, whether ^disspotic or popular, the cha- 
racter of the hangman becomes a subject of grave 
importance. - 

These functionaries were essentially different 

in their appearance and manners. Louis used to 

call them Democritus and Heraclitus, and their 

' master, the 'Pravosiytermedihemy Jean-qui-pleurey 

and Jean-quurit^ 
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Trois-Eschellef was a tall, ihiO) ghastly niaii» 
'With apeottUar gravity of visage, amla large ro*- 
aary itmnd his neck, the use of wfaidi he waa ae» 
mistonied piously to offer to those adSerers on 
irhom he did his duty. He bad one or two Lafeia 
texts oontiiniaHy in his mouth on the uothtogDefls 
and vanity of human life ; and, had it been regii»- 
lar to have enjoyed such a plurality, he ifioight 
have held the office of confessor to the jail b 
eommendam with that of executioner. Fletit- 
Andr^ on the contrary, was a joyous-looking 
tound, active, little fellow^ who rolled about ia 
execudon of his duty as if^it was the most divert- 
ing occupation in the world. He seemed to bate 
a sort offend affection for his victims, tad alwa/jh 
spoke of them in kindly and. affectionate tarms. 
Hiey were bis poor honest fellows^ his pietty 
dears, hia gossips, his good old fathers, as their 
age or sex might be ; and as Trois-Esdbelles en- 
deavoured to inspire them with a phUosophiciil or 
religious regard to futurity. Petit- Andr^aeldeHi 
faikd to refresh them with a jest or two^ td.nUdse 
them pass fromlifeass(»iething that wasludierou^y 
contemptible, and not worthy of serious oollsiite- 
ation. 
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I cannot tell why or wherefore it was^ but 
these two excellent persons, notwkhstandiog the 
iKsriety of their talents, and the rare occurreoee 
of such among persons of their profession, werer 
both more utterly detested than, perhaps, any 
creatures of their kind, whether before or since ; 
and the only doubt of those who knew aught o£ 
tbem was, whether the grave and pathetic Trois^ 
Eschelles, or the frbky , comic, alert YetiUASidri, 
was the object of the greatest fear or of the deep^ 
est execration. It is certain they bore the palm in 
both particulars over every hangman in France^ 
unless it were perhaps their mastar, Tristan THer^ 
mite, the renowned Provost^Marshal, or hi» hi$£h 
ter, Louis XI. 

It must not be supposed that these reflections 
were of Quentin Durward'^s making. Life, death, 
time, and eternity, were swimming heiare his ey efi 
"^a stunning and overwhelming |Nrospect, from 
which human nature recoiled in its weakness^ 
though human pride would fain have borne up« 
He addressed himself to the God of his fathers ; 
and when he did so, the little rude^ and unroo&d 
chapel, which now held almost all his race but 
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himself, rushed on his recollection. << Our feudal 
enemies gave lis g^ves in our own land,^ he 
thought, ^^ but I must feed the ravois and kites of 
a foreign hhd, like an excommunicated felon.^ 
The tears gushed involuntarily from his eyes. 
Trctts-Eschelles,' touching one shoulder, gravely 
congratulated him on his heavenly dispontion* 
for death, and pathetically exclaiming, Beati qui 
in Domino nwriufUur^ remarked the soul was 
happy that left the body while the tear was in the 
^e. Petit-Andr6, slapfung the* other shoulder, 
called out, *^ Courage, my fair son ! isince you 
must begin the dance, let the ball open g^y, for 
all the rebecs are in tune,^ twitching the' halter 
at the same time, to give point to his joke. * As 
the youth turned his dismayed looks, first on one 
and then on the other, they made their meaning 
plainer by gently urging him forward to the fatal 
tree, and bidding him be of good courage, for it 
would be over in a ihoment. 

In this fatal predicament, the youth cast a dis- 
tracted' Iciok around him: ' ^< Is there aiiy good 
Christian who hears tne^^ he sud, ^^ that will tell 
Liidovic Leslie of the Scottish Guard, called in 
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this country Le Balafir^, that his nephew is here 
basely miurthered ?^ 

The words were spoken in good time, for an 
Archer of the Scottish Guard, attracted by the 
preparations for the execiition, was standing by, 
with one or two other chance^passengers, to wit- 
ness what was passing. ; 

" Take heed what you do,^ he said to the exe- 
jcutioners ; ^^ if this young man be of Scottidi 
birth, I will not permit him to have foul play.^ 

" Heaven forbid, Sir Cavalier,'" said Trois- 
Eschelles; "but we must obey our orders,^' 
drawing Durward forward by one arm. 

<< The sl^ortest play is ever the fairest,^' said 
Fetit.Andr6, pulling him onward by the other. 

But Quentin had heard words of comfort, and, 
exerting his strength, he suddenly shook off both 
the finishers of the law, and, with his arms still 
-bound, ran to the Scottish Archer. " Stand by 
me,^ he said in his own language, " countryman, 
for the love of Scotland and Saint Andrew ! I 
am innocent — I am your own native landsman. 
Stand by me, as yow shall answer at the last day P 
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: . ^< By Smut Andfeir ! . tbay lihidl: Dttke^at you 

throiigh me,'" said the Archer, and tundbeathed 

liis Bwovd* . 

' << Cut itty. bcmds, o^mtiTtoaii,"^ said Queutui, 

<< and I will do Mmething for mysaU;^ 

• This WM^ dime with, a touch of the Aicho^s 

weapon; and the liberated «iqptive, sprmgtag 

suddenly on one of the Frovost^s guard, wrested 

BHxa him a haUberd with which he was armed ; 

^ And none," he. said, ^ aome im^ if you dare«r 

The two offioerS'Whispered together; 
, ^< Bide thou after the FroYOst*M'a]:shal/^ said 
Trois-Eschelles, ^^ and I will detain then! hec% 
if I can. — ^Soldiers of the Pravost-s guard, stand 
to.^uur axaDns*^ 

Fetit Andr6 mounted his. horse and left the 
fitdd, and the other marshajls^men ta attendance 
dj»w together ao hastily atth&commandof Trois- 
JBschelles, that diey suffered, the odier two pri^ 
aaners to make thetr escs^ during theconfu^jton. 
Perhaps tbey were not very anxious to.de1»in 
them ; for t^ey had o£ late been sated with the 
blood of such, wretches^ and^ like oth«* ferocknis 
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dnimals, wore, through long glaugbter, become 
iitted of carttiige. Bat' the pretext was, that they 
thought themselves itK^mediately called upon to at* 
tend to the safety of Trois-Esohelles ; for there 
was a jealousy, which occasiohall j led to open 
quarrels betwixt the Scottish Archers and the 
MarshaUguards, who exeouled the orders of th^ 
iVovfOBt 

*< We are strong enough to beat the proud 
Scots twice oyer, if it be your pleastire,^ said 
oae of these sddiere to Troid^Eschellek 

But that cautious official made a sign to him 
to remam qiiiet, and addressed the Scottish 
Archer with great civility. <* Surely, sir, thid is 
a great insult to the Provost-Marshal, that you 
should presume to interfere widi the course of 
the Kings's justice, duly and lawfully confiiditted 
to his charge ; and it is no act of justice to m^, 
whaaoin in lawful possesion of my crimiBal; Nei- 
ther is it a well-meant kindness iSo the youth him- 
self, seeing that fifty opportunities of hanging him 
may occur, without his being found in so happy 
a state of preparation as he was before yc^r ill- 
advised iiiter&renc«e^ 

VOL. I. K 



146 CHAP. VI« THE BOHBMIAH8. 



€t 



If my young countryHmi,^ said the Soot, 
smilhig; ^^ be of opinion I have done him an in- 
jury, I will return him to your charge without a 
word more di6pate»^^ i 

*< No, no !-*— lor Ihe love of Heaven, no P ex- 
claimed Quentin. '^^ I would rather you swept 
my head off with your long sword — it would bet* 
ter become my birth, than to die by the hands of 
such a foul ^hilrL^ 

^^ Hear how he levileth,^ said the finidier of 
the law. . '* Alas ! how soon our best resolutioiis 
pass away^-he was in a blessed frame for depar. 
ture but now, and in two minutes be has become 
a ccmted^perof authorities.^ 

^' Tell me at once,^ said the Ardber, ** what 
has this young man done ?*" 

*^ Interfered to take down the dead body of a 
criminal,, wheti ihe^fietif^-4e4ys was marked on the 
tree wheire he was hung with my own proper 
hand,^ said the executioner. 

<< How is this, young man ?^ said the Ardier ; 
^^ how come you to have o6mmitted such an of- 
fence?^ 

*< As I desire your prote<ition,^ answered Dur-^ 
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ward, " I will tell you the truth as if I were at con- 
fession. I saw a inati struggling on the tree, and 
I went to cut him down out of mere humanity. 
I- thought neither of fleur-de-lys nor of dove- 
^liflower, and had no more idea of offending 
the King of France than our Father the Fope.'^ 

" What a murrain had you to do with the 
dead body, then.'^ You^ll see them hanging, in the 
rear of this gentleman, like grapes on every tree, 
and you will have enough to do in this country 
if you go a gleaning aStet the hangman* How- 
ever, I will not quit a countryman^s cause if 
Lcaa help it; — Hark ye. Master Marsbals-man, 
you see this is entirely a mistake. You should 
have some compassion on so young a traveller^ 
In our country at home he has not been accus- 
tomed to see such active proceedings as yours and: 
your master V * 

^Notfor wantof needef them, Signior Archer,^^ 
^eid Petit- Andre, who returned at this moment. 
'^ Stand fast, Trois-Eschelles, for here comes the 
Frovost-Marshal ; . we shall presently see how be. 
will relish.having his work taken out of bis band 
before it is fimabed.^ 
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• ^ And in good ttme,^' adU iIm AfiAtfi, ^^liMe 
oooie tMieof tty eoiwodes.^ 
* ikeooBoybgly^astbe'FiwvaBt Tn$liis wia up 
wilfa bis potideoii-oiie a^ of tbe little h31 idncfai 
i9lB''tlte Kolaiie of ^ vdMrcfOkiii, finar: w five 
Aidbem cttmoM hastity up on:tbe odxer^wai'^t 

' Vpoa^ dual m^eady; -L^Iitt^ewtd iuiiiextf*liuit 
ifldUfereiKft toivm^l^is ticiplieir dP^hidi' Qiietilm 
h|ad iiybisbeeit aee1il^|^tI^ib1^ keii&« i«ir> 

f&oe9tlmiilift'4KiC(Mttied^^<(!^i]i^ f tiriaik 

scafe betweenrtlfe^pntf^' «!»>: woe «ii:w dis: 
proportioned in ninnbersy but that the better, 
firms of iha8o(»lti9biaLxri^i»9g«y|r1^ eqhal 
ehanoe of vietory* Biit? tker ProvokJUxuAui^ 
&Aes^ deobti^^ the iaiiie of^ihe sdaiflibt^:or «itfir^ 
thttt it maidd' be ifiBqgfreeobler to tfaeSi]^ made 
a sign to bis folfoii^ers to lGQrbw'7i»m lii^^ 
lence, while he demanded offiaiabii who bow 
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fttt himietfjfavwjDni jas dieiibe^cl x£ Ijbe othet 

parfy^ ^ what Be, k cstaSicip.o^l^e £ing^8.Body- 

fiiiflirc^ pui^scd fay ofypoanig the lexeeution of a 

criminal?^ '.:>.. .» . 

. .f^ 1 4ciiy tbit Ido fle,'' floi^wered <thb.Blilafre. 

H SmaX Martin ! dkere ia^ I ftuik, some difl^r. 

ence between the execittiaai^ a crUmhal, and the 

diagfate'tofmyjiwnnqQhe^W4;V. . . 

i ^f : Yjoucincfsiuew laay be a orimiiial . as» wcH m 

ereryjtoMEiger in Feanee is ameiMible to the laws 
of .FcaaoeJ? . ; .. .;....... 

«.^^ ¥e^ but YfU have piivUfigj^s^ wie:6bDtush 
Arobea^'' said Balafr^; ^^baTfe we not^ oom* 
rades?^. ..; • ^ .• >^ . .. •.. .. 

:^^ Yen yeSy"' l^^y .fJl .«xtibiniedj.li>gether. 
^' PrivU^es-^privBcgc^i LonglimKii^I^uiB-!-* 
k^ lure the bold Balafeiff^M^ livie ttie&lpt^sdi 
Guard — and death to all who WDbld tnfifingeottr 
inirili^es P . -^ i>, ... . ,l - . 

; . <^ Take reason with yoii, geokJS&Aeu (aiVaUer^,"* 
said the ProvosjuMoxalial } '* jcolisiider my com- 
aitssion.-^ , »; . cji ^ . • 

i^ We will have no reason at yoiic haad,"' md 
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Cunningfaam ; *^<mr own officers shall do iis rea^ 
son. We will be judged by the Eing*s grace, or 
by our own Captain, now that the Lord High 
Constable is not in presence.^ 

'^ And we will be hanged by none,^. said 
Lindesay, ^' but Sandie Wilson, the auld Mar- 
shalsman of our ain body.^' 

« It would be a poritive cheating of Sandie, 
who is as honest « mata as ever tied noose upon 
hemp, did we give way to any other proceeding,^ 
said the Bala&& ^<. Were I to be hanged my^ 
self, no other should tie tippet about my craig.'? 
. ^^ But hear ye,^ isaid the Provost-Marshal, 
<' this young fellow belongs not to you^ and'cofr* 
not share what you call your privil^es.'*^ 
. << What we.caU our privileges, all shall admit 
to be BU(^,^ said Cunningham. 
; « We will not hear-thein questioned !^ was the 
universal cry of the Archers. 

*^ Ye are mad, my masters,^^ said Tristan 
THermite— '^ No one disputes your priiHJeges; 
but this youth is not one of you.^ 

<^ He is my nephew,^^ said the Balafr^, witii b 
triumphant air. 



CHAP. VI. THS BOHEMIANS* 161 

• " But tio Archer of the Guard, I think,"^ re- 
torted Tristan FHermite. 

The Archers looked on each other in some un- 
certainty. 

<^ Stand to yet, cousin,^ whispered* Cunning- 
ham to Balafr^ — ^^ Say he is engaged with us.*^ 

" Saint Martin ! you say well, fair kinsman,^' 
abswered licsly; and, raising his voice, swore 
that he had that day enrolled his kinsman as one 
of his own retinue. 
' This declaration was a decisive argument. 

" It is well, gentlemen,'' said the Provost 
Tristan, who was aware of the King'*s nervous 
apprehension of disaffection creeping in among 
his Guards — " You know, as you say, your pri- 
vileges, and it is not my duty to have brawls with 
the King's Guards, if it is td be avoided. But 
I will report this matter for the King's own de« 
cision ; and I would have you to be aware, that, 
in doing so, I act more mildly than perhaps my 
duty warrants me." 

So saying, he put his troop into motion, while 
the Archers remaining on the spot, held a hasty 
consultation what was next to be done. 



<' W^ i^ilst report iht nuclei: to Loxd Craw. 
ford» our Captain, in th« &Rs({|hi\^jaiidbaV€ tbo 
y:<i>ttng lyirtw's pame pm;> im ihe roll'' ... 

^^ But, gentlemen, and my worthy friewtsMd 
pr09«ry^iiB,!'. Miid Quenfm, n^^^jnie k^v^tion, 
<* tl. k^y^ ilPt yet determined whether td take seirt 
vioe with you ox w."" . 

^ .<< Then fettlii iq y«ar omi . nMd,'' wd bia 
uook^ ^^ whelhtr.yott dbocMe Ui do ad, or fao 
hanged*— for I promise you thal» nephew of jmiile 
afi yPHiv:^;^ 1 4^^ oilier chance of your ^scainng 



1 > 



. XhU.was na umulsweraUe aiBanifiot, and r^^ 
di|«»d. Quentin ,a& iwae \0 a^uieaoe ia :iKfaal 
h^ might hme oth^nme . ooaiidei^ aA no .tevjr 
i^eoiUff prcqaotal;; , but the rtwint eMipe frdm 
tliyeihal^V which had beeti adbuaUy al'oitnd hb 
nftki woilld ptobubly hay« stoimiQilied him to 4 
W9rae Q^tamative than was peopoced*. ^ 

<< He must go hotue wilb us fo> <|iu^Caaei:tke^V 

said Cunningham ; ^^ there is no safioty far him 

Qjfft of wr bouodfi whslat theaa mdn4»utttttr8 Arc 

prowling about/^ 

<^ May I Mt then abide for this night at the 
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boftUJiie ivhere 1 4)iieakfai^» ffbr uncle i^ ftaid 
the .y9u|h-«*th]iikiii^^ perba^, likie mdtiy a new 
rectttity that even a single night of freedom wa^ 
stimetbflOf gaiiled. 

<< Yes, fair nephew,^ answered bi9 uncle, ixoik 
ifitlfys ** that we may jtove the pleaani^ of fish, 
iog yououtof BOmecanal or moat, or p^happout 
oCa )oQ|) t)f tb^ Loire, knit jypjnja.saek, for the 
gi«aler conTonienoe of swinmiing-x^fi^r' that is likn 
to be the end on^t— -The Pjx^voftt^Marshal smiled 
on us when we parted,^ continued he, addressing 
Cunningham, *< and that is a sign bis thoughts 
were dangerous,^^ 

*^ I care not for his danger,^ said Cunning, 
hmn ; ^^ such game as we are is beyond his bird* 
bolts. But I would have thee tell the whole to 
the DeviPs Oliver, who is always a good friend to 
the Scottish Guard, and will see Fath^ Louis 
before the Provost can, for he is to shave him to- 
morrow.'' 

^' But hark you,'* said Balafr6, ^^ it is ill going 
to Oliver empty-handed, and I am as bare as the 
birch in December."' 

** So are we ail,'' said Cunningham— << Oliver 
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must not scruple to take our Scottish words for 
once. We will make up something handsome 
among us against the next pay-day ; and if he 
expects to share, let me tell you, the pay-day will 
come about all the sooner.^ '" 

' <^ And now for the Chateau,^ said Bakfr^ ; 
<< and my nephew shall tell us by the way how 
he brought the Provost-Marshal on his shoul- 
ders, that we may know how to>«hap6 our report 
both to Crawford and Oliver.^ 



C iw 3 



CHAPTER VII. 



THE ENEOLMENT. 



Justice of Peaee.'^Uexe^ hand me down the Statuto— read th6 
articles- 
Swear, kiss the book— subscribe, and be a hero ; 
Drawing a portion £rom the public stock 
For deeds of valour to be done hereafter- 
Sixpence per day, subsistence and arrears. 

The Recruiting Qgieer^ 



' An attendant u]K>n the Archers having been 
dismounted, Quentin Durward was aocommodai^ 

ted with his horse, and, in company of his mar<* 
tial countrymen, rode at a round pace towards 
the Castle of Flessis, about to become, although 
on his own part involuntarily, an inhabitant of 
that gloomy fortress, the outside of which, had, 
that morning, struck him with so much surprise. 
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In the meamrbile, in ansiper to his unde^s re- 
peated intarrogationi^ he gKve him nn exact ae- 
count of the aoddent which had that xBaniiiig 
broiig^t him into flo much dagger. Akhoi^he 
himself saw nothing in his nanssfive sa^e what 
was aflBicting, helbund it was teemed with much 
hiughter bj hiacsroft;. 

*< And yet it is no good jest ritfaer,^ uid his 
mmdiey ^^Ax wbat^. in tbe^aviT&naflBtty oonid lead 
the sensdeg bojr to meddle ^nth the body of a 
«iBiad nnsbdkviag Jewish Maoriah p^gan?^*. 

^ fibid he quarrelled with the Macsbals-mc^n 
about a pretty wench, 9s Micbadof Moffiitdid, 
there had been more sense in il,^ said Cunningp 
ham. . 

** But I think it touches our honour, that 
^ri/ijtan m4.hi64i)eofilQ pr^end to ciai^QHndvl>ur 
S^MMx kvnmtB with theaefp^mi|g.irqBE8h0adft? 
isflfi^ and terioRifr, as ihey caU ihtai^!*'8iud 
XJndeaayr-^ If they > have. not cqreviERiSBe Ue 
diff»e»ee»tbey mu8t.be iai|g|bt b^ tubiGf^band. 
fitft U's my betief, Tmtan but pmeads^to mis« 
tAfk that he. may caap u|) the. kindly Geol^ thdt 
come over to see their kinsfqtk>>^ .. . . 



sort (^ people these are 6t itrb^ 3^61! $pMk f^ ^ 
• >< In troth yoa ma; adc,"^ Mid his tinde, ^ bat 
I know iK^ fiir ncpbdWy who 16 nldb to ft0«#er 
youu Noi I9 t'flm sure^ adtUongh I know, te 1M7 
htt,'as mw^as other people; kit'th«yr hsv^ ftpu 
peaped in this kt^d witUa * yoir or two, ^ jdM lis 
a flight of loeusts might do?V ' \ 

- 1^ Ay,^^ SMd Lhidesay, ^^and Jaeque^ B611- 
homme,' (that k our imsae for ^he penMint, yornig 
man^-^otf wH lenrn our v^y of talk iiyi timei^) — 
konest Jiicques, I say, c»ires fttfk what wmd eU 
ther brings them or theioeiidU;' s& liet>i|t kAt9(|r 
^e that would cany them away agaiii.^ 
^< Do they do so much evil t^ said the ywtig 



/ ^< £vii?««»why, boy, tltey are hei^hens;, or 
J«iw^' oT'Malibiii^daM at thb least, aiid nritlM^ 
woEship our Lady nor the Saint»^(cr068ing iAn^ 
self)-^Dd steal what they can lay hands on, and 
sings, and tell fertunes,'' added Cunningham;' 
•J f^Andth^saytherearesomegooAywaicheii 
amongst these women,** said Guthrie ; ** but Coa^ 
ningham knows tkat best.** 
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*^ How, brother !^^ said Cunnhgham ; ^< I trost 
ye mean me no rejuroach i^ 

*^ I am sure I said ye none/^ answered Gutbrie. 

^^ I will be judged by ihe company,^ said Cun- 
ningham.-^*^ Ye said' as much as that I, a Scot- 
tish gentleman, and living within pale of holy 
church, bad a fair friend among these offHscour- 
ings of Heathenesse.^ 

" Nay, nay,** said Balafi*6, " he did but jest — 
We will hare no quarrels among comrades.^ 
. << We must have no such jesting then,^ said 
Cunningham, murmuring as if he had been 
speaking to his own beard. i 

** Be there such vagabonds in other lands than 
France ?^ «aid Lindesay* • ' 

•* Ay, in good sooth, are there— tribes of them 
have appeared in Gkrinany, and in Spain, and in 
England,^ answered Balafrl* <^ By the blessing 
of good Saint Andrew, Scotland is free of them 
yet- 

<* SdE^otlaiid,- said' Cutiningham, ** is too cold 
a country for locusts, and too poor a country for 
thieves,^ 

*^ Or perhaps John Highlander will suffer 

15 
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Ho thieves to thrive there but his owu,^ said 
Guthrie. 

" I let you all know,'' said Balafr^, " that I 
come from the Braes of Angus, and have gende 
Highland kin in Glen-Isla, and I will not have 
the Highlanders slandered.'' 
. " You will not deny that they are cattle-lift^ 
ers.?" said Guthrie. 

^* To drive a spreagh, or so, is no thievery," 
said Balafr^, ^^ and that I will maintain when 
and how you dare." 

^^ For shame, comrade," said Cunningham ; 
*^ who quarrels now ? — ^the young man should 
not see such mad misconstruction.— -Come, here 
we are at die Chateau. I will bestow a runlet 
of wine to have a roiise in friendship, and drink 
to Scotland, Highland and Lowland both, if you 
will meet me at dinner at my quarters." 
. " Agreed— agreed,". swd Balafr6; ^'and I 
will bestow another, to wash away unkindness^ 
^nd to drink a health to my nephew on his first 
entrance to our corps." 

At their approach, the wicket was opened^ and 
the draw-bridge fell. One by one they entered ; 
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but when Quentin appeared^ the centinels crossed 
their pikes, and commanded him to stand, Whil^r 
bows were bent ^d harquebusses ain)ed at him 
from the wall*— e rigour of vigUance used, not- 
Irithstanding that the joong sttaBger came in 
company of a party of the garrison, nay, of the 
Tery body which fumish/ed th6 centiAiels Who 
were then upon duty. 

Balafir^, who bad remained, by his nephew^s 
&de on purpose, gate the necessary explanations, 
and, after scmie considerable hesitation 4nd delay, 
die youth was conveyed under a strong guard to 
the Loa-d Crawford!s apartment. 

This Scottish nobleman wns one of the last 
reliquesof the gallant band of Scottish lords and 
kni^ts who had so long and so tiruly served 
CSi^riea YL ift those blMdy wars which decided 
the independent^;; (^ the FreiSeh crown/ and the 
expulsion ;of the English. He had fdugb^^ when 
a boyv abrea^'^th Dduglaiar and' with Buchan, 
liad riddtsii ben^th Xhfd banhefr'of the JMi. of 
Arc, and was perhaps one ^ tlie last ^ th^e asc* 
fiod^tes of . Scottish ohivalry'wh& b4fl «^ wil^gi- 
ly drawn tJMii' sw^i^s ioftihejUur^^lff^y against 

92 
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tbk '< a^ld eneAiicsdf Ettglaiia.'' Chadgtewhi^ 
had taken ]plaee in the Scoitidi kihgdom, and 
{terhapa his hiCving becdme haUttiafied to French 
dim&te and maimerSy blid indiiced: the old Banm 
to.jresign all' thoughts <^ tettiimi6g to his native 
country^ the rather !^a£ the high offide vhiehhe 
held in the hcmsehoM tif lioui^ tod biaown ffy^k 
and loyal character, had grated a coasidevabfo 
asca^dancy dver the! King, whio^ though in geoie^ 
ral no ready beUe¥er in bumaii Virtue or honour^ 
trusted and confided h. tboai^ of the l4ord Crawr 
ford, atd allowed hnn the ^eater ijifinebcet b^ 
eaiise he was never kiumn to i]|tei*G»:e ^^^^pimg 
faimatterft M^di eoncerifed his '^un^ ' ' \ > 

Balaff^ and Cnnmo^haih fbUchr^d Ditrw^ard 
and the gua^ 16 the apartinent of tb^ ot&^i^ 
by wbtise digmfied appeAratice> aa wdl as with 
the r^pect'paid to him by these proud soldiera^ 
vho seemed to respect no otie cflse^ the yo6n^ 
man waa much and atrohgly impressed. % 

Lord Oawford was tall, and through adt aneefl 
a^ had become gaunt and ihih ; yet retlimin^ in 
Us anews the stroigtlratleastyif riot the elasticity; 



of youth, he was aUe to endure, the weight of his 
itttnoar duxing a march as well as the youngest 
nan wfaD-rode in UslMBid. Hewashard-iiiHrouredy 
with a seasred and weather4ieeiteD«cowiteDanee» 
taad an^q^thathad looiked ttpon death ashUpky* 
ieUow in thirty pitohed battles, bart which never^ 
thdess expvened a^ gCKidJitunoiived'Ooiiteiiipt of 
daager, father than the ferodoua courage of a 
ttitrcenafy soldbr. His tsU etect ^gure wm. «t 
present wrapped in a loose ehaaabe iuywii, se* 
onred around him by his biifTbrit^ in wfaidi was 
snqiaided his ridilyJillted. poniard. He had 
xmmd his neck the ooUarMd badge of the order 
of Saint MicfaeeL B^ntnpon aeoodi eoireied 
with deer^s hide^ md with spvetaetes on b» nose, 
(then a reeene intention,) was labouring to read « 
huge nnnmser^t called the Blagier de la Qmeff^j 
mwit of militaory. ctnd civil poligr wfaldi. Loots 
lukl compiled JbrtihabeBsflt of hiascxi the Dau* 
phio^ and iqion which he was derirous to hare 
Ae opinion of the ezperieneed Scottidi warrior. 

Lord Crawford laid hisbook somewhatpeeyish- 
ly aside upon the entrance of these unexpeeted 
visitors^ and demanded, in his broad 



lect, ** wbat^ in the lout fieod^s name, they lacked 

BOW?* 

Bihir&f with more mspept tfami perhaps be 
would have shewn to Ix>uis htmself, stated at fidl 
length the circumstances in whkJi his nej^ew was 
placed^ and humbly requested, his Lurdehip'^s pro- 
tection. Lord Crawford listened very attentively. 
He ooidd notbutsmile at the Muyplicify with which 
the youth had interfered in behalf of the hanged 
criminal, but he shook his head at the acecmnt 
which be deceived of the ruffle betwixt the Scot- 
tkh jftrdiets and the Provost-Marshars guard. 

^^Bowoft^a,^ he sud, ^'will you bring.me such 
iilv winded .piri» to raverout P How often must I 
tell yoH, imd ^speoally both you, Ludovie Ledy, 
and you, ^Archie Cunningham, that the foreign 
soldier should bear himsdf modestly and deeo- 
rously towards the people of the country, if you 
would not have the whole dogs of the town at your 
hedsP Howler, if you most have a bargain, 
I would radiar it were with that loon of ^ Pro- 
vost than any one else ; and t blame you less for 
this oodaught than for other frays that you have 
mode, Lu^ic,i!oritwas but natural and kind*-* 



lUcA to Mp jcwr y<)iittg. kintoMO. The asiipbf 
biura must come to no skuth ndthar ; 8o giie im 
Ihe foU of the wmfmsif yoadtr dora ftom the 
AAU and we iriUeymMM Immim todid ttioii^ 
Ibftl he maj enjoy the pmUcp^r 

<^ May it |4ea«e jour IiOfdebip-W* aaid Diir- 
vard— * 

<< I& the lad cfaaedT exdeimed hb uittie-*. 
? Would you ipeak to bb LoDdahip^ mtbout a 
queiiUQii aaked ?'' 

<' Patieiiee, LudoTic/* saidXord CmLvJopdy 
^^:aad let ua bwr what the baira has to aay.!^ ' 

^^ Only tbia» if it may pliaaae your JUMrdflhip,"^ 
replied Quentin^ *^ that I told my imde formeilgr 
I had some doubts about eatetiog. this aenice. I 
have now to say. that they are entirely reoMivedy; 
fiioee I have seen the aoUe and experianoed com-^ 
inander under whom I aea to aetye; for there is. 
authority in your look.^ 

*^ Weel said, my baim,^ sud the (Ad Lord, not 
iosea^ble tothe oomplimeat ; .^ we have hadsome 
experience, had God asnt ua graae to improve by 
it,, both in aerviee and m command*. There you 
stand, Queotin^ ia our hoaouniUe cevpa of Soot-. 
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tMi Bdcty^^atrds, oi Jtsifrnfe'to your ^latk, tod 
wraagiaiderhisliaioe* I trust you vfll ^o wcB^ 
for yaa Amild be « right wna^at-amiBy if all be 
good tbatk iqMoGfie, and you are ^eotoe of a glm 
lie kiDdn»L«^Ludo9ic, you will>see thiki your 
kin^nuMi fdliowft his. exenose diMgeutly^ for we 
will hare iejiean breaking one of these, days.^ 

** By my hSte, abd I am glad ^it, myXibid 
—-this peace makes cowards of us all. I myself 
&el a sort^ daeay of spirit, closed yp ia this teur- 
aeddasigecm of a Castle.^ 

*' Well, a bird whistled id nay ear,** eoatimied 
Lord CrBW&ffd^ ^ that the old banner wilM)e 
4KKm daackig in the fidid again.^ 

^ I will drink a e«p tbe deeper llii» evening 
to that very tone,'* said BaUifr^ r 

'^ Thou wah dnak to any nme^" »dd Loi4 
Crawford ; ** aad I fear me^ Ludom, yoii wiM 
drink a bitter browst of your own Iwewiagone 
day*'* 

L^die, a little abaabed, vepdied, ^thatiihad 
not been his wont for ttai^' a day; buthisLovd- 
ship knew the use of the compsny, to have a ca- 
rotlse to the heidth of a new oommde.'' 
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^Tnie,"* Mid tile ddkider, ^IbMAtbggoi 
Ae Qcca&m. I ii4U send « few fltoups of wise 
to asatdt your cmraae; b«t let it be-ov^ by smi* 
eet And,' bark ye-^t Ae aeUien &c dety be 
caref idly pridced off ; end ae^ diAt none of diem 
be more or less pertakera a£ your debauch.^-. 

<< Your Lordahip al^iill be kirfaUy obeyed/ 
aaidXudpvick, ^^ and your befilliidvriyTeinem. 
bcred,* 

' .**BeibapSy**8aidLard Crawford,*^ I may look 
in mysdf upon your tnarth-xjust to aee that aU 
k carried deeeptjy.^ 

4' Your Lorddiip ahall be moat dearly irel- 
come,** 8Md Ludovic; and the irfaote party re^ 
treated in higfa^qmifta to prepare for. tbeir mili- 
tary banquet, to which LesCe inyited about a 
aeore tf bis pomradea, who irere pretty much in 
<be babit of makik^g tbm melsa together. 

A addier'^a feetrral is generally e veiry estem- 
por6 affair, providing there is enough of mebt and 
dsmk to be bad ; but, on the present ocea^on, 
LudoTic bi»stled about to procure aene better 
wine than aidinai^^ oba^ving^ thai the Mold Lord 
was the soreat.gearin.thiir augbt, tadi that, while 
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ll«i.pic«c^e4 mA^^j to tlwjkB, he hiamUp after 
<te>^|lgjng: M ibdvTQjid. toUe M mucb vine as bo 
could boDesUj. come l^y» never cmpittod any ere- 
jKiabte opportiimi^ to fill up tb^ ejpeniiig over the 
iniiie*pjpt ; 40. jou musl pr^ore, cpmiadesy*'. ba 
said, ^< to.be«r Uie old bkUaieB of th% baUlea of 
Vcmnl And fieaiiB6»** ' 

. TbeQ^pafiartmaitiiiwbichtbeygeiieraUy 
met mt% tberefore, hastily put into the beat <»*-» 
der;.tb?ir gitWQa w^re.dispatehed. to collet 
IIIP9II rufb^ to spread K^pon the floor ; and ban- 
ners, iindf^r inrhicb the Scottbh Guard bad narcb^ 
ell to batiM^ or wbi^ tbey bad, taken from ibe 
e9emie3\ra|kM» w/etre diii^layed, by way of tapef^ 
try, over the Ui^e, and around the. vaUs of die 
chamber.; ... 

Tine ^Q«i,point,wa% to .invest the young-rar 
cruU as JMtily. as poasiUe with. the diw.and 
iq^pDppriale anus of itbe Gmard* that he might 
appear i« evwry r^apect die shanei; of it& imporu 
a^t ptiyit^ges, in. virtue of if bicb^.and by the ^up* 
p«rt of Us cowtrymeii, h# mig^ freely, brave 
die pow^ and the diSfJaaaure of theFrovasU 
]tf4i9bal7«HlilithQU^ jthe. one. was known: to baas 
fottriyidable^ as the other was uarelentiog. 
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Md tbe gtteM gftt# ve&ttallie iiiidfi^ittvenlef 
Aeir p«tkmd fMuMklity- Qli i^oidti^giiito their 
vuak» a* wmaatlivm.tlietf Mov^dttfttMiLlalid. 
Old gootlkh 6rag» iFfte avug^ oid. tsleA ^ Soot^ 
tub httroes lo3di--4iie aolMe^^cnieiitB of their fiiM 
thers, and the speiMs in whidi4b«y nveie wvought)^ 
wm recalled to nind ; «Bd| £nr n tine, the rich 
plaint of Touimne .se^ttied- eow^rted beM the 

enoh nm ^ttdesrouriag to ny eoraethnig to eft* 
luulo» the dear rememlTralicie of 8cedand» U reoei-^ 
Tid atiev Impuilie finqn 4ia amval«of L^ 
find, who»^us.BB)afr6 had ^l j^^ophfisied^ eat as 
it were on thorns at the royal board, until- on op^ 
porlpwty.ooonilied of ig^iag bos ekespe ^ the 

isvdbry^oE hie oim eoaalrtpitten* • A d^ ^ ^^^9 
ha4 been neenwd for him at fSke upper end qf 
thauUe} fbr, aoeotdn^^ to jdie ilMBmers of iiifb 
age^ and d^oonslitutioii of that body, atdM|igi» 
tfagr leader and eomMendemndo the King attt 
H%h ConsUble^ dienEiciiibarsof theoctfips^ (^ 
shosdd now »y IhcrpnvaMH) faeii^^A ranked as 
noble fagf;hinh» dMr CiqptaHi sat^ith them^ the 



sflubQ tiiU^wifliotit iio^fdpriety,*«iid BttgfatniiDgle 
wiiefi lie <;lioite in ih&t (mnAnty^ wHiioat deibga* 
ti^'fioiii Ms 4igtdty OS ooitiman^ 
V At prwint^ faow«v^) Lord -Crawford ikcliiMd' 
oMttpyia^lli645efttpf«fiiar0d forl^ Indding^ 
th«m <* bdd theaiddbv^ metvy,^ stood )d(d&ing oir 
itex^iwliiitk acoootttaiibe'WUcli ««eftied gteat- 
If lo^Ajoyk. > 

t ^ Let htm Alone,*' whispered CiiiitiiiigfaiimtQi 
Tindesay, iMi the tatted offered the mne to thdr 
Mfate Cuptski, ^ ie^ him alofie-— hurry no xnaoiV 
enctle^tet him t^k^ it of his own sscGotd.* 

In fiust, thie old Loi^ who at Brst sifriled; 
flliODk his hesid, and pllieed the imtasted wiiie^ 
eiqp hefom him, begim presently, as if it w^aretn^ 
alisetee of «mid, «o enp a little of the eonteiits, 
aad in &bmg so, felrl«iaately reeolkcted iSiat it 
WMhlhe ill Ittdt did hi^Mt^rhik k draught to'di^ 
bealtli of the gallaat lad who had jKna^ thenr 
dBf day, "l^a {dedgcr was flUted, and answered; 
as naayke w^ mppiDse^' with maiay a joy>c»a» 
dsMit, ^iSbeitf Ibe old JeMder tnro6^ed to aoi 
4|iiaiiit dilMthat he hid possessed 'MiuslerOlirer 
with an aeooatit of wiftit had passed that daf r 
^ And «s,^ \se said, << the scraper of ehins haih 
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iK^ gmat love for tihe frtfetobar nf throati^ he 
has jmoedi aie in dbfeuBii^ froni the ISmg mt 
order, comiQaodiiig the ProviMt to smfpetd dl' 

Qwsiliii Durwani ; and to respect, en «U ooeei^ 
aic»ia» die pcivikget of the SeottUi /Gkiaidi'* 
. Anothar dieiit bfeke ftirthy the €U|ia Yvesii 
again filled^ till the wine spadded eii the tirini, 
and there was an acdaim to the hetdth of #ie 
mAslh Lord Cmwfcrd, the btave oonsccratcs^ of 
likeprtviIeip^wdKigbtaofhUooiintzyilien* $iW 
good cAd Ijotd could iwt hot in ooiiMeqr do »a« 
s(m tO'thiflpledge^alKViiiid gfidoig utto theTeady 
c^iafar a| it were, idtbout zefleetii^ what be waa 
doing, be camad > Quentin to ccmm> up beakie 
Um, and atfiaibid bim m&many inorequeadoo^ 
ooncomb^ the etate'of Soathmd, and the jgtML 
families there, than he waa well abk to an$«^ ; 
wiiBe ever and ai^on^ in the oamrse of hie queries,: 
the 9ood LO^d Uised ^he wine-eup by wi^ n^f pa- 
T^Kdn^ remarhing^ that eoeiidity beoame Saot* 
ti4i gfnlleQie% bat that yMog men, l&e Qqcbm 
Hq^ ought to practise it eautiously, leat it might 
^^nenMeiato ^ceees ; upon wbidi oepasiaa* ha 
ijrttfifed miiny excellent tbinj^, uotil hi9 iQ^n 



4aogim^ allhou^ emfdc^ed in the praises of tein«> 
pnr^Bce, began to ajctiedbte soEDething thicker 
tl»ii xuHiaL It was nom ihat^ wlule the military 
acdoorof ibetompaoy wgmeaited with eaoli 
Bmgaa which they <aiip^ed^ CtMiwiigham cdUbd 
<»i them to drink the speedy h<»stipg of the £NU 
Jbmmm. (the loyal bMner of France). 
.^ f f AndA bceeseof Buigondy to£Eixi it r echoed 
lindesay. 

^.With att tkesmd thiA is kft id this Worn 
body do I aec^ the pledge^ haims,^ echoed 
Iiond CrawfoDd; ^^ and as old as I am, I trust I 
may aee:it fintter yet Hark ye^ my mate% (for 
wine had made faun something communiaatiTe^) 
ye aos.all true serrmita to the French ciown^ and 
wherefore ahonld ye not know there is an envoy 
come frem Duke Chaxles of Bnrgundy; with, a 
message cf an. angiy'fiMroiiiu^ 

<^ Iisaw the Count of. Creveoflew^ eifnapag^^' 
horses^ and retinue,^ said another of the guest^s 
<< down; at the inn yonder^ at .^ Mnflberry 
Grave. They say the Jjng wiU not admit him 
Castle*'' ... 

^* tioWf heaven send }um > an. uagrasbus ao^ 
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«werr ssys Gullirie; ^' but <wli«t is Ule 
plains of 7*^ 

*^ A m»dd of giarraQces upon .the tamtimr^ 
said Lonl Cmrfind; '' a»l iattevfy, thai Om 
King balh naahrad under his ptoladiioii aladjr 
«f htsland^ a young Couotessy'idio hath iadfiwi 
Dijon, b^:a9iae» bdiag a wmA of itm I>nke» he. 
would, have bet mmrj hk iamoritis^ CSampo. 
bassa^ 

<* And hath she aotesiHy coBie hither aloiie, 
my Xord?"^ said IjodesajL 

*< Nay, aot idtogethsr jdooe, bit with die old 
CouQtesst her kiinwainan, «ho hath yielded to 
her iKMisinV arishes inthis matter.^ 

'« And will the Kio|^'* said CoBBiDgham^ «" he 
being the Duke^i feudal aotcreign, inteiftie he^ 
tweeatbe Duke^aid his «akl» over wheasChailes 
hath the same right, wlHdh9.wei»hefaimsdtf dead^ 
the Sia^ woidd. hvre orer the heiress of.Biuv 
gundy r . 

^' The.King wiU be nded, as he is wQiit» by 
rules af>pd]By4 and jfoalcnew^^ odOtniQedOmra 
ford, << that he hath not publicly racaUredthsaB 
ladies^ nor pbced thoa under the pnQteatioir of 
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his daajf^ter^ the Lady of Beaujeu, or the Prinv 
oeo Joan, so, doubtleas, he will be guided hy 
aramntanees* He m oar mastor — but it is no 
treason to say, he shall chase with the hounds^' 
4iid nm wkh the bapre/with any niOce m Chris- 
todoiB.'' * 

^' Bat tb^ Dtthe ci Bur|^ndy understaudb no- 
«iefa doubling,^ avid CunBiogbam. 

^^ No,^ answered the old Lord % ^^ and, there-; 
£a«e^ it is Jajse to make work between them.^ 

<« Wdl—Saint Ajadrew further the fray,"^ said 
9idafir6. <' I had it Ibvetold Hie ten, ay , tlrenty- 
yaars ninc^, that I was> to make the fcnf tune of my' 
house by marrii^. Who ktiows ^hat loay hap^ 
pen, if enoe we oome t0 fig^t for ho<iour and h^, 
dics^ love, as t^ey di> in the M romaunts ?^ 
. *^ T^tm name ladM love, with auoh a trench 
in thy visage T said G«thrie. 

" 'Am well not love at ally atf love a Bohemian 
woman of Heathenesse,^ answered Balafre. 

^^ Hold diere^ oomradss,^ s^ L(^ Crawford ; 
f< BO tBting with shwp we^ions, no jtoting iTith^ 
Icaen sooffsH-friends atf» And for the hidy, ftbe 
is too wwdAy to fatt toa poor Seotch lord, or I 
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woali put in my own daim^ fQuvtcofe yiwra And 
all, or not very far from it But here is. lier 
kealth, never&eles8» teat they say sb^ isa Umxp of 
beauty*^ . . ' -. 

*< I think I 8tw her,^ said another saidi^t 
** when I waa upon guard this morning atlhe i»» 

ner barrier ; but she was morehlceadarii: laiitoA 
than a lamp, for she and another were bloug^ 
k^ the Chateau in dose litters.'' 

^< Shame! shame! AntotT Si^ L<nrd Cr«ivw 
Ibrd ; i^< a soUier on dt^Of shaiild say nought of 
triwl li^ffns. Besdes,^ he added, aft&r a pctuse, 
his own curiosity preyailii^ oter the shdw of di»« 
eiphne which he had thought it necessai^ to ex- 
eft, ^* why ^fould these fitters eontain this very 
same Countess Isabelle d6 Croye f* 

" Nigr, my' Lord,*^ replied Arnot, ^ 1 know 
nothing oF it save this, that nly ooutelier waaair* 
tag my horses in the road to the village^ and fell 
in with Doguin the muleteer, who btought baob 
the litters to the inn, for they bdoog to the fellow 
of die Mulberry^grov^ yonder-^eof the Fleur^ 
de^Lys, I mean«-«nd so Doguin asked Saunders 
Steed to take a cup of wine, as they were ac«» 



qufliiited, which he was no doubt wiBing aMmgh 
10 d o > *^ 

> ^< No dMblU4io db^bt,"* 86id the old Lord; 
^ it it a thing! wish were corrected among youi 
gentlemen ; btit all your grobufe and couteli^rs, 
and jKckmen, as we should call tbem in Scotland^ 
are Init too ready to take a cup dt wine with any 
one«— It is a thing perilous in irar, and must be 
amended* But, Andrew Amot, thi^ is a long 
tale of yours, and we will cut it with a drink ; as 
the Highlander says, Skeoch dock nan 9kial^ and 
that''^ good Gadic— ^Here is-to the Conntesa laiu 
belle of Croye, and a better hmlawil tghertfaaii 
Campo-biflM} wte laa baseltalian cnllion !-^-And 
aaiw, Andrew Amot, what ssdd the muleteer xa 
this yeoman of thine ?^ 

' ^ Why he told him in secrecy, if it please your 
Lordship,^* continued Arnot^ <^ that these two 
ladies whom he had pl*esently before ccmoyed 
up to the Castle in the clcise litters, were great 
ladies, who had been living in secret at his mas« 
ter^s bouse for some days, and that the King had 
visited them more than cmoe very privatdy, and 
had done them great honour ; and that they had 
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Ited up to the CaatW, t» he belieted; for fear -of 
the Count de Crevecceur, the Duke 6f Buigum 
^Jr^ft tftnbii8dado]'9'wh%>9e*a|]f|>vo«ch Wa$ jiiiit an- 
^looBoed by Im advanced courier,^ 
, << Ay^AJMhrew^ come- you there tome P^'a^ 
Qttthrie; ^^th^IwiUbesworaitwas theC6lin<i* 
leaa whose voice I heard ringing to the Itile as £ 
tsaineeveii nowtbrough themnerediirt^^fhe'sound 
came froiB the bay-windows of the Ihiupiiin''a 
Tower; and i^uch melody was there as no one ever 
heard before in the Castle of Fleaas of the Park. 
By my faith, I thought it wasmiistc of the Fairy 
Melusinifs making. The^e I stood-^though I 
knew your board was cavered^ and that you were 
all impatient — ^there I stood, li ke* ^ 

'^ Like an ass, Johnny Guthrie,* said his eonif-i 
mander ; *^ thy long nose smelling the dinnei*, thy 
long ears hearing the miisic, and thy short ^scre^ 
tion not enabling thee to tell which' of them thou 
didst prefer. — ^Hark 1 is not that the Catbedn^ 
bell toffing lo vespers ?-^Sure it cannot be that 
tEime yet ?— *Tbe mad old se&ton has tolM even-. 
long an hoiir too soon,**" 

^* In faith, the bell rbgs Imt too jusdy the 
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hour," said Ctumingfaam ; ^* yonder the sun k 
sinking on the west sidie of the fair plain.^. 

^^ Ay," said the Lord Crawford, ^ is it'even 
so ?--*.WeU, lads, we mutt live Tntfain compass^ 
fair and sdft goes far'«*^lbw fire makes sweet 
malt— to be meiry and wise is a sound prDvierb.«««- 
One other rouse to the weal of old Scotland, and 
then eadi »ian to his duty.*" 

The piarting-^iup wa^ emptied, and the giiestis 
dismissed— the stately old Baroii taking the Bai- 
lafre'*s arm, under pretence of giving him som^ 
instructions concerning his nephew, but, perhaps, 
in reality lest his own lofty pace should seem in 
the public eye less steady than became his rank 
and high command. A solemn countenance did 
he bear as he passed through the two courts whidl 
separated his lodging from the festal chamber, 
and solemn as the gravity of a hogshead was the 
farewell caution, with which he prayed Ludovie 
to attend his nephew'^s motions, espeeially in the 
matters of Welches and wine-cups. 

Meanwhile, not a woid tHat was' spoken eon*- 
cerntng the beautifur Countess Isabelle had esca- 
ped the young Durward, who, conducted into a 
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snooall cabin, which he was to share with his unde'^s 
page, made bis new and lowly abode the scene of 
much high musing. The reader will easily imar- 
gine that the young soldier should build a fine 
romance on such a foundation as the supposed, 
or rather the assumed, identification of the Midd- 
en of the turret, to whose lay he had listened 
with so much interest, and the fair cup-bearer of 
Maitre Pierre, with, a fugitive Countess, of rank 
^and wealth, flying the pursuit of a hated lover, 
the favourite €>{ an oppressive guardian, who 
abused his feudal power. There was an inter- 
lude in Quentin'^s vision concerning MsdtrePierre, 
who seemed to exercise such authority even over 
the formidable officer from whose hands he had 
that day, with much difficulty, made his escape. 
At length the yoUth^s reveries, which had been 
respected by little Will Harper, the companion 
of his ceU, were broken in upon by the return of 
his uncle, who commanded Quentin to bed, that 
he might arise by times in the morning, and at- 
tend him to his Majesty^s antichamber, to which 
he was called by his hour of duty, along with five 
of his comrades* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE ENVOY. 

Be thou as li^tning in the eyes of Prance ; 
For ere thou canst report I will be there, 
The thunder of my cannon shall be heard— 
So, hence! Be thou the trumpet of our wrath. 

JS^ng John* 

Had sloth been a temptation by which Dor- 
ward was easily beset, the noise with which the 
caserne of the guarids resounded after the first 
toll of Primes, had certainly banished the. syren 
from his couch ; but the discipline of hisfather^s 
tower, and of the convent of Aberbrolthiek, had 
taught him to start with the dawn, and he did on 
his clothes gaily, amid the sounding of bugles and 
the clash of armour, which announced the change 
of the vigilant guardsr-^me of whom were re- 
turning to barracks after their nightly duty, whilst 
others were marching out to that of the morning 
— «nd others, again, anuHigst whom was his 
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uncle, were arming for immediate attendance up- 
on the person of Louis. Quentin Durward soon 
put on, with the feelings of so young a man on 
such an occasion, the splendid dress and arms ap- 
pertaining to his new situation ; and his uncle, 
who looked with great accuracy and interest to 
see that he was completely fitted out in every re- 
spect, did not conceal his satisfaction at the im- 
provement which had been thus made in his ne- 
phew's appearance. *• If thou doest prove as 
faithful and bold as thou art well-favoured, I 
diatl have in thee oae of the handsomest and best 
esquires in the Guard, which cannot but b6 aii 
honour to thy mother^g family. Follow me to the 
presence-chamber ; and see thou keep close at iny 
shoulder.^ 

So saying) he tx>dc up a piarti^tt, Idrgd, 
weighty, and beautifully inlaid and ornametit- 
ed, and' directing his nephew to assume a lights 
er weapon of a mmilar description, they pro*, 
ceeded to the inn^-^court of the palace, where 

• • • 

their comrades, who were to form the guard of 
the intefrior apartttientB, war^ already drawn up, 
and under aniifr-**tiie squbM ettch stlmding be- 
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buod tb^ir masters^ to whom tb^y thus foifmed a 
BiQcorid raok. * H^re if erd «UQ.iu attendance mi^iy 
jeoin^*-pricker8> trUb .gaU^li horses md noble 
dog% im which Queiitia looked withi^uuib inqui* 
sii^y^ .delight^ fbal lus wick wao obliged inore 
than once to remuid him Ihiit tb^y were not there 
for bit private amusie»^<;»b<i.tfortb0Kiii^'99.whD 
had a strong passion jEbt.tbecba^^ one of the few 
ilKcU^^tio^s which he indulged^even when coming 
into competition with hi^ oourae of policy ; being 
80 strict a protector of the game i?i the royal fa« 
r^ts, that it was currently 9aidi you flight kill a 
man with greater impunity th«n a stag, ~ 

On a signal given, the guards were put into 
motion by tbe command ctf.Balafre, who acted as 
officer upcm the oocaaon; and» after some minu-> 
tias of word and sigQial> which «ll went. to shew 
the extreme and pg|keul]o^s jealousy with wbidb 
thar duly was peribi^ed, they marched i^to the 
hall of audience^ where the King was immadiately 
e;!£piBcted. 

. New aa Quentin.was to scenes of splendour, 
the effect of that which was now before him ra^ 
ther diaap{K>inted the expectatbns which he hod 



188 CHAP. VIII. THE ENVOY. 

formed of tbe briUiancy of Booort There were 
household oflScers indeed, ridily attired ; there 
were guards gaUandy armed, and there were 
domestics of various degrees : But he saw none 
of the andent counseUcnrs of the kingdom, none 
of the high officers of the crown, heard none of 
the names which in those days sooncbd an abrum 
to chivahry ; saw none dther of diose generals 
or leaders, who, possessed of full prime of ma&. 
hood, were the stra^fth of¥rance,or of the more 
youthful and fieiy noUes, those eariy aspirants 
after honour, who were her pride. The jealous 
habits— the reserved manners— -4he deep and 
artful policy at the King, had estranged this 
splendid dicle fbxn the throne, and they -wefe 
only called around it upon certain stated and 
formal oocanons, when they we^ reluctantly, 
and returned joyfully, as theanimalsin the fable 
are supposed to have approached and IdBt the den 
of the lion. 

The very few persons who seemed to be thiere 
in the character of counsellors, ware m^ean-look* 
ing men, whose countenances sometimes i^x- 
pressed sagacity, but whose manners dbewed they 
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were caUed into a sphere for which their pfevious 
education and habits had qualified them but in*, 
^fferentlj. One or two persKHis, however, did 
appear to Durward to possess a more noble mien, 
imd the strictness of the present duty was not such 
as to {Nrevent his uncle communicating the names 
of those whom he thus distinguished. 

With the Lord Crawford} who was in attend- 
ance, dressed in the rich habit of his office, and 
holdbg a leading staff of silver in his handy 
Quentih, as well as the reader, was already ac^ 
quainted. Among others who seemed of quality, 
the most remarkable was the Count de Dunois, 
the son of that' celebrated Dunois, known by the 
name of the Bastard of Orleans, who, fighting 
under the banner of Jeanne d^Arc, acted such a 
distinguished part in liberating France from the 
£nglish yoke. His son well supported the high 
renown which had descended, to him firom such 
an honoured source ; and, notwithstanding his 
connect»>n with the royal family, and his heredi* 
tary popularity both with the nobles and the peo* 
pie, Dunois had, upon all occasions, manifested 
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•oeh an open, fhink loyalty of cfaaractcar, thathe 
Meraed to have eicaped all siuipicnon, «ven on die 
part of tlie jeiUona Louis, who ]med to nee Inin 
near his person, and scRnetiinfes even called him to 
Uia ooUiicil& Although acooaiited. complete in ali 
the exercises of davalry , and posseaied of mudt 
of the character of what was then termed a peN 
feet knight, the person of the Count was far 
from being a model of romantic beauty. Re WM 
under the common size, though very, strongly 
built,' and lus legs rather curved outwards, into 
that make whidi is more convenient for hone^ 
back, than elegatit for a pedestriiou His shouL 
ders were faroad, his hair black, his complexion 
swarthy, his arms remarkably long and nervous. 
The features of his countenance were irregu<i 
lar, even to ugliness ; yet, after all, there was an 
air of CDi»Bcious worth and nobility about the 
Count de Diinois, which stamped, at the first 
glance, the dmracter of the high^bom nohkmany 
and the undaunted soldien His mien was hcid 
and upright, his step free and manly, and the 
harshness of his countenance wiis dignified by a 
glance like an eagle, and a frown like a lion. 
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Hiai dress was a hiix^iog. suil, rdther. isuxaptooui 
tbaa.^gsjr^ .and .be .acted co noost po^a^iiii as 
Grand Huntsinan, though we are not inclined to 
belieire that he aotually held tjbe pfficer. . 

U|Mm the iJcm of Duti<u6» walking with a step 
so slow and melancholy, that he deemed to te^t 
en M^Jtinsmari and sui^pocter, caine Louk Dttke 
of Qdeans, the first Prinoe of: the blood I'oyal^ 
aad to whom the guavdfi and attendants rendered 
their hamage as sudbu Thejealously^watchedob* 
ject of Louisas sufiineionSy this Prince, wbo^ fail* 
ing the King^s offspring, was heir to ihe kingdom, 
was not aufikied to absent himael£ from courts 
and> while residing there, i^as denied aUke enb- 
pkiyment and countenance. Thedi^^^^^'^^^ 
his degraded and almost captive state naturaUy 
impressed on the deportment of this unfortunate 
Pxince, was at this mcanent greatly increased, 
by his consciousness that the £ing meditated^ 
with JK8pect.to.him) one of the most cruel I and 

• 

onjttirt actions whidi a tyrant could commit, by 
compelling. him to give his hand to the Princess 
Joan of France, the younger daughter of Louis, 
to whcin he had been contracted in infancy, but 
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whoise* fkfemied penon raidered the insisting 
apcm audi an agreement an act of abonunable 
ngrar. 

The exterior of this unhapfyjr Prince waain 
no lespect diatinguisbed by personal advantages ; 
and in mind he was of a gentle^ mild, and be-i 
nefieent disposition, qualities which were even 
visible through the v^l of extreme dgection, 
with whidi his natural character was at present 
obscured. Quentin observed that he studiously 
avoided even looking at the Royal Guards, and 
when he returned th^ sahite, that the Duke Iqspt 
his eyes bent <hi the ground3 as if he feared the 
King^s jealousy might have omstrued that geft* 
ture of ordinary courtesy, as arising from the 
purpose of establishing a separate and personal 
interest amcmg them. 

Very di£Perent was the conduct of the, proud 
Cardinal and Prelate, John of Balue, the &vour- 
ite Minister of Louis for the tune, whose rise 
and character bore as close a resemblance' to 
that of Wolsey, as the diffidence betwixt. the 
erafty and politic Louis, and the headlong 
and rash Hienry VIII. of England, would per* 
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mit The fonner had nmed hb miiiisler frMs 
the lowest rank^ to the dignity, or at least to 
the emoluments, of Grand Almoner of Franee^ 
loaded him with benefices, and obtained for him 
the hat of a Cardinal ; and although he was 
too cautious td repose in the ambitious Balue the 
unbounded power and trust which S^nry {daced 
in WoLsey, yet he was noore influenced by him 
than by any other of his avowed counsellonu 
The Cardinal, accordingly, bad not escaped the 
error incidental to those who are suddenly raised 
to power from an obscure idtuation, for he enter- 
tained a strong persuasion, dazzled doubtless by 
the suddenness of his elevation, that his capacity 
was equal to intermeddling with aBBurs of every 
kind, even those most foreign to hb jHtifession 
and studies. Tall and ungainly in his person, 
he affected gallantry and admiration of the fair 
sex, although his manners rendered his preten* 
sions absurd, and his profesoon marked them as 
indecorous. Some male or female flatterer had, 
in evil hour, possessed him with the idea that 
there was much beauty of contour in a pairof 
huge substantial legs, which he had derived from 
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bift futher^ a ear-jdfito of Limoges ; and with .tlib 
idea be had becoine so ipfaluated^ that jbe.alM^ays 
had 1^8 eardinal^s robes a IitUe looped up on one 
lide, thit the sturdy proportiotai o£ his limbs 
might not escape obsenratioo* As he sw^t 
through tfie stiitely apartment in his crimsoa 
dress and rich cope^ he stopped repeatedly to 
lofOk at the arms and appointmtota of the cava* 
]iers on guard, asked them several questions in 
aa authoritative (one, a&d tookupon him to oen- 
^ur^ sodieof them for what he termed ihxgu^ 
larities of :discipline, in laAgiiage Iq which these 
ex|)eri^ni:ed soldiers dared uq reply,, although it 
was plain they listenied to it if itb impatiimee aod 
with contep^pu 

, <^ Is the King aware,** said Dunois to th^ Cairi- 
dinal, ^< that th^. BurguHdiau Etivoy is peremp* 
tory ill. demanding an tadience ?^ 

^^ He is,^miswered the Cardltml ; ^^ atid:hei:e, 
aci { think, oomes the allrsuflldient Oliver Baia, 
to l^t us know his ilpyal plessure^*^ 

As he spdke^ a reiblirkable perspo^ whb then 
divided the favour of Louis with the proud Cat*> 
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dinal himself, entered froni the iimer apart- 

ment, but without any of that important and con^ 

sequential demeanour which marked. the full« 

blown oGgnity of the churchman. On the con« 

trary, this was a Ettle, pale, meagre man, whose 

black^fiiik jeridnand hose, without either ooat, 

doak^ or cassock, were ill quailed to set off to 

advantiige a very ordinary person. He earned 

a mlTcr basin in his hand, and a na^in flung 

over his arm indicated his menial capadty. His 

visage was penetrating and quick, akhough he 

endeavoured to banish such expression from his 

features, by keeping his eyes fixed on the ground; 

as, with the stealthy and quiet pace oiF k cat, he 

seemed modestly rather to glide than to walk 

dirougli the apartment. But though modesty 

may eai^y disguise worth, it cannot hide cou^- 

fimMir; and all attempts to steal unperceived 

through the presence-chamber were vain, on the 

part of one known to have such possession of the 

King^ ear, ashad beenrieittaiiied by his celebrated 

barbesr and groom of the dvamber, Oliver leDain, 

called Bomedittif s Ohfver le Mau vais, and some- 

titnes Oliver le IKable, epithets derived from the 
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UBBcnipuloiis cunntng with which he assisted the 
exeeution of the sdieihes ci his iiia£ter*s tortuous 
policy* At present he spoke earnestly for a few 
moments with the Countde Dunds, who instantly 
left the diamber, while the tonsor^ided quietly 
back towai^s the royal apartment whence he 
had issued, everyone giying jdaoe tohim ; which 
dvili^ he only acknowledged by the most humble 
inclination of the body, excepting in a very few 
instances, where he made one or two persons the 
subject of envy to all the other courtiers by whis- 
pering a angle word in their ear ; and at the same 
lime mutteringsomething<^thedutie8of his jdace, 
he escaped from their replies, as well as ftbin the 
eager solicitations of these who wished to attract 
his notice* Ludovic Lesly had the good fortune 
to be one of the individuals who, on the present 
occasion, was favoured by OMver with a single 
word, to assure hipi that his matter was fortunate- 
ly terminated. 

Presently afterwaridS) he had aiiother proof of 
the same agreeable tidings, for Tristan PHermite, 
the Frovost-Maidud of the Royal Household, 

entared the apartment, and cftme straight to the 

U 
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place where Le Balafr^ was poBted. TIhs formida- 
ble officer^s dress, whidi was very rich, had oalj 
the effect of making his sinister countenance and 
bad mien more strikingly remarkable, and the tone 
which he meant for conciliatory, was like nothing 
so much as the growling of a bear. The import of 
his words, however, was more amicable than the 
voice in which they were pronounced. He regrets 
ted the mistake which had fallen between them on 
the preceding day, and observed it was owing to 
the Sieiir Le* Balafre^s nephew not wearing the 
uniform of his corps, or announcing himself as 
bdonging to it, which had led him into the error 
for which he now asked forgiveness. 

Ludovie Leedy made the necessary reply, and 
as soon; as Tristan had turned away, observed to 
his nephew, that they had now the distinction of 
having a mortal enemy from hienceforward in the 
person of this dreaded officer. ^^ But a soldier,^ 
s^d he, ^^ who does bis duty, may laugh at the 
ProvqsUMarsbal.'' 

Quentin could not help being of his uncle's 
opit)ion, ;for, as Tristan parted from them, it was 
with the look of angry defiance which the bear 
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casts upon tbeluiBter whose isp^a. has wounded 
him. Indeed, even when less strongly moved, his 
gollen eye expressed a malevolence of purpose 
wbfch made men shudder to meet his ^ande ; and 
the thrill of the young Scot was the deeper and 
more abhorrent, that he seemed to himself stall 
to feel on his shoulders the grasp of the two deatb- 
4loing functionaries of this fatal officeh 

Meanwhile, 01iver,afterh^ had prowled around 
the room in the stealdiy manner which we have 
endeavoured to describe,-^all,even the highestoS- 
ficers, miaking way for him, itnd losidihg him with 
their ceremonious attentions, which his modesty 
seemed desirous to avoid,— 4igain entered the in- 
ner apartment, the doors of which wem presently 
thrown open, and King Louis entered the pre- 
sence-chamber. . 

Quentin, like all others, turned his eyes upon 
him;' and stiu*ted so suddenly, that he almost 
dropped his weapoi), when he recognized in the 
King of France that silk-merchant, Maitre Pierre, 
wbo had been the companioin of hk motiiing walk. 
Singular suspicions respecting the real rank ^of 
this person liad at different timeis crossed his 
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thoughts ; but this, the proved reality, was wUder 
than his wildest conjecture. 

The stem look of his lihcle, offended at this 
breach of the decorum of his office, recalled hioi 
to himself; but nc^ a little wad be astonished 
when the King, whose quick eye had at once dis- 
covered him, walked straight to the place where 
he was posted, without taking notice of any one 
eise.-^" So,** he said, ^* young man, I am told 
you have been brawling <m yout Brat arrival iii 
Touraine; but I pardon you, as it was chiefly 
the ikult 6f a foolish old merchant, who thought 
your Caledonian blood required to be heated in 
the mormng with Vin deBeavhU.. If I can find 
him, I will make him an example to those' who 
debauch my Gkiard8.-^BalaA:^,^ headded^ speak- 
ing to Ledy, « youir kmsman is a feir youths 
Aou^ a fiery. We love to cherish such Spirits^ 
and mean t6 make more than ever we ^lid of the 
brave men who are around u^. L^ the year^ 
day, hour, and minute of his birth be written 
down, and given to Oliver Dain."" ' 

Balafrfe bowed to i^e ground, and re4U»amed 
his erect military position, as one who would ^e w 

VOL. I. N 
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by his demeanour his promptitude to act in the 
King'^s quarrel or defence. Quentin, in the mean- 
time, recovered from his first surprise, studied the 
King'^s appearance more attentively, and was sur- 
prised to find how differ^tly he construed his 
deportment and features. 

These were not much changed in exterior^ for 
Loub, always a scorner of outward show, wore, on 
the present occasion, an old dark-blue hunting- 
dress, not much better than the plain burgher suit 
of the preceding day, and garnished with a huge 
rosary of ebony, which had been sent to him by 
no less a personage than the Grand Seignior, 
with an attestation that it had been used by a 
Coptic hermit on Mount Lebanon, a personage of 
profound sanctity. And for his cap with a single 
image, he now yrote a hat, the band of which was 
garnished with at least a dozen of little paltry 
figures of saints stamped in lead. But those eyes, 
which, according to Quentin^s foriner impressipn, 
only twinkled with the love of gain, had, now that 
they were known to be the property of an able 
and powerful monarch, a, piercing and majestic 
glance ; and those wrinkles on the brow, which 
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he had supposed were formed during a long 
series of petty schemes of commerce, seemed now 
the furrows which sagacity had worn while toiling 
in meditation upon the fate of nations. 

Presently after the King's appeaiasite, the 
Princesses of France, with the ladies of their suite^ 
entered the apartment. With the eldest, after- 
wards married to Peter of Bourbon, and known 
in French history by the name of the Lady of 
Beaujeu, our story has but little to do. She was 
tall,. and rather handsome, possessed eloquence, 
talent, and much of her father's sagacity, who re- 
posed much confidence in her, and Ipved her as 
much perhaps as he loved any one. 

The younger sister, the unfortunate Joan, the 
destined bride of the Duke of Orleans, advanced 
timidly by the side of her sister, conscious of a 
total Want of those external qualities which wo- 
men are most desirous of possessing, or being 
thought to possess. She was pale, thin, and 
sickly in her complexion, her shape visibly bent 
to one side, and her giut so unequal that she 
might be called lame. A fine set of teeth, and 
eyes which were expressive of melancholy, soft- 
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nessy and rengnatioDy witk a quantity of light 
brown locks, were the only redeeming points 
which flattery itself ooutd have dared to number, 
to countaraet the general homeliness of her face 
and figure. To complete the picture, it was 
easy to remark, from the Princesses n^ligenee in 
dress, and the timidity of her manner, that die 
hlul an unusual and distressing consciousness of 
her own plwiness of appearance, and did not dare 
to make any of those attempts to mend by man- 
ners or by art what nature had left amiss, or in 
any other way to exert a power of pleasing. The 
King (who loved h^r not) stepped hastily to her 
as she entered. — *^ How now !^ he said, *^ our 
world-contc^ning daughter— Are you robed iinr 
a hunting-party, oir for the convent, this morn- 
ing ? Speak — answer.^ 

** For which your l^hness pleases, sire,^ said 
the Princess, scarce raisii^ her voice above her 
breath. 

** Ay, doubtless, you would persuade me it is 
your desire to.quit the court, Joan, and renounce 
the world and its vanities.— Ha ! maid^i, wouldst 
thou have it thought that we, the first-born of 
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£bty Church, would refuse our daughter to 
HeftvenP— Our Lady asd Saint Martin forbid 
:we should refute tb^ dSisriag» were it worthy of 
.the altar, or wei^ thy vocation in truth thith^ 
ward." 

So saying, the 'King crossed himsdf devoutly, 
•looking, in the mean time, as appeaf^edtoQuen- 
4in,' very like a cunning va^al, who was depre- 
jtt^ing themeiit of Something wUch he was de- 
Hnrous to keep to hiids&lf, in order that he might 
Stand excused for not offering it to his chief or 
'Supelioi'. ^^ Dares he thus play the hypocrite with 
Heaven,^ thought Durward, << and sport with 
Grod and the Saints, as he may safely db with 
men, who dare not search his nature too closely F* 

Louis m^andine resuraied, after a moniEstt^s 
jnental devotion«^'< No, fisdr daughter, I and 
iBBdther know your teal mind better — ^Ha ! fair 
06usin 6f Orleans, da we not P Approach, fSiir 
sir, and lead this devoted vested of Our^s to her 
horse.^ 

Orleans started when the King apoke, and 
hast^ied to obey him ; but with such precipita* 
tion of step, and owf usion, that Louis called out. 
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** Nay, cousin, rein your gallantry, and look be- 
fore you.— Why, what a headlong ipatter a gal- 
lant^s haste is on some occa^ons !— You had well 
nigh taken Annexe hand instead of her sister'^s.— 
Sir, must I give Joan'^s to you myself?^ 

The unhappy Prince looked up, and shudder- 
ed like a child, when forced to touch something 
at which it has instinctive horror— then making 
an effort, took the hand which the Princess nei- 
ther gave nor yet withheld. As they stood, her 
cold damp fingers enclosed in his trembling hand, 
with their eyes looking on the ground, it would 
have been difficult to say which of these two 
youthful beings was rendered most utterly mi- 
serable—the Duke, who felt himself fettered to 
the obgect of his aversion by bonds which he durst 
not tear asunder, or the unfortunate young wo- 
man, who too plainly saw that she was an object 
of abhorrence to him, to gain whose kindness she 
would willingly have died. 

" And now to horse, gentlemen and ladies— 
We will ourselves lead forth our daughter of 
Beaujeu,'* said the King ; " and God's blessing 
and Saint Huberf's be on our morning sport.** • 
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*^* I am, I fear, doomed to interrupt it, sire,^ 
said the Compte de Dunois — ^< The Burgundiaa 
Envoy is before the gates of the Castle, and de- 
mands an audience/'^ 

<< Demcmds an audience, Dunois ?^ replied the 
Sang — ^^ Did you not answer him, as we sent you 
word by Oliver, that we were not at leisure to see 
iiimUMlay, — and that to-morrow was the festival 
of -Saint Martin, winch, please Heaven, we would 
disturb by no earthly thoughts,— -and that on the 
succeeding day we were designed for Amboise— 
but that we would not fail to appoint him as early 
an audience, when we returned, as our pressing 
affairs would permit ?^^ 

^^ Ail this I said,^ answered Dunois ; << but 
yet, si re » ■ ^ 

'^ PasqueS'dieu I man, what is it that thus sticks 
in thy throat?'^ said the King. <^ This Burgun- 
dian^s terms must have been hard of digestion.^ 

^^ Had not my duty^ your Graee^s oxamands, 
and his character as an Envoy restrained me,^ 
said Dunois, << he should have tried to digest 
them himself; for, by our Lady of Orleans, I 
had more mind to have made him eat his own 
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w^ida, than to have Ixmigkt t^iem to your Ma^ 

<< Body of die, Dunois,^ mid tfae SjiBg» ^^ it is 
strange that thou, one of the. most impotiatt fet 
lows alivei should''^ haye so httle sympathy with 
liM like infinni^ in out bhintmd fiery oouon^ 
dliatfks of Bui^gmdy /««Why^ man, I mind hia 
bkisttrmg messages no muxe thantbe tovecs cf 
tUs^ Gastle regard the whistliiig of the north-east 
'imd) which eoBsesfrom Flanders, as well asiUs 
4Mr»wling Envoy.'' 

*< Enow then, site,'' rqilied Dunoi% ^^ that thie 
OuBt of OreveooBor tarries bdow with his retiU 
nue of pursuivants and trumpets, and says, that 
since your Majosly refuses him the audience 
which his master has instructed him to demand^ 
upon matters of most presaiilg conosni, he will 
nnnain there till midnig&t^ and aocost your ^Ma- 
jesty at whatever hour you are i^eased to issue 
fiwn your Castle, whether for business, exercise, 
or devotion ; and that no consideration, except th^ 
use of absolute force, shidl compell him to desist 
from thiaresoluUpn.'? 

^' He is a fod," said the King, wilh much con^ 
posure. << Does the hot-headed Hainaulter think 
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it amy penance for a imm of s&ikee to i^main for 
twenty^foair hours quiet .within the walls of his 
Castle,. wbsn he hath the affairs of a kiogdom to 
occupy him ? Thes& impatient coxcombs think 
that all men, Jike diemsdres, jire miserable, save 
when in saddle and stirrup. Let the dogs be 
put up, and well looked to, gentle Duiiois-^ We 
will hold xxmncil to^y> instead of hunting.^ 

*^ My Liege,^ ai»wei%d Dunois, << you will 
not thus rid yonrbelf of Crevecceur ; for his mas- 
ter's instructicNEis are, that if he faalh not this au- 
dience which fae demies, he shall nail his gaunt- 
hk to the palisades before the Castle, in token q£ 
mortal defiance on thepart of his master, shall re- 
nounc^ the Duke's fealty to Fraaoe, and declare 
instant war.*" 

<* Ay,"* said Louis^ witboiktany perceptible ai- 
tti!ation of voice, but frowning until li&s pierang 
dark eyes became sdmost invimbie under his 
dhiaggy eye-brows, ^* is it even so ?— will our ai»- 
dent vassal prove so masterAil — our dear cousiti 
tneat us thus unkindly ?^— Nay then, Dunois, we 
must unScdd the Oriflammey and cry Dennis 
MontjoifeP 
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^< Many and amen, and in a most happy hour !^ 
said the martial Donois ; and the guards in the 
hall, undsle- to resist the same impulse, stirred 
each upon bis post, so as to produce a low but 
distinct sound of dasbiog anns. The King cast 
faiseje proudly round^andyfor a momettty thought 
and looked like his heroic father* 

Buttheexcitema:itofthemomeDtpresentljgave 
way to the host of pdlitkal considerations, which, 
at that coDJaneture, rendered an open bxeaoh 
with Burgundy so peculiarly perilous. Edward 
IV., a brave and victorious King, who had in his 
own person fought thirty battles, was now esta* 
blished on the throne of England, was brother 
to the Duchess of Burgundy, and, it might weU 
be supposed, waited but a rupture between his 
near cooneetion «ad Louis, to carry into France, 
through the ever^pen gate of Calais, those arms 
which had been triumphant in the civil wars, and 
to oUiterate the reeoUection of dvil dissentions 
by that most popular of all occupations amongst 
the English, an inya^on of France. To this coBi' 
udenition was added the uncertain, faith of the 
Duke of Bretague, and other weighty subjects of 
reflection. So that after a deep pause, when 
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XiOuis again spoke, although in the same tone, it 
was with an altered spirit ^ But God fbrbid,^^ 
he said, ** that aught lass than necesuty should 
make us, the Most Christian King, give cause to 
the ^hsfon of Christian blood, if any thing short 
of dishonour may avert su<;h a calamity. We 
tender oi^r subjeeCs^ saftly dearer ihan the ruffle 
which our own dignity may receive frmn the rude 
breath c^ a malapert ambassador, who hath per- 
haps exceeded the errand with wUsh he was 
charged.— 'Admit the Envoy of Bui^undy to oar 
presence.*** 

Beaii pac^ci,^ said the Cardinal Balue. 

True; and your eminence knoweth that they 
who humble themsdves shall be exalted,** added 
the King. 

The Cardinal spoke an Amen, to which few 
assented ; for even the pale cheek of Orleans kin^ 
died with shame, and Balafr^ suppressed his feel- 
ings so little as to let th6 butt^nd of his partizan 
fall heavily on the floor,-— a movement of impa^ 
tience fcir which he underwent a bittar reproof 
from the Cardinal, with a lecture on the mode of 
handling his anns when in presence of the Sove- 



it 
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MgQ* TbeliQgbiaiielf feMMdiiBd0iidyijr«ttr. 
barriEU0ed at the silenoe akmitid bim. << Yau are 
ptBshre, DunoU,^ lie said— »*^ You diaspproTe of 
our ^Ying way to tlua hot-heiMldl l^nrojr*^ 

<< By no meaiiB,^ said DimoiB; <^ I jteddle 
iM>t with matters beyond my apbere. I was but 
•thkiting of askis^ a boon of yoili^ Majesty.^ 

f^. A boon, Dimois-^wbat is it ^-«^ You are an 
unfrequent suitor, and may count on our favour*** 

^* I would, thfan, your Majesty woiddBcnd me 
toEvreux, to regukte the clergy^ said Dunoia, 
with military frankness. '' 

^^ That were indeed beyond thy 0[riieie,*^'re- 
'plied the King, smiling. 

^* I might order priests as well,* replied die 
Count, <^ as my Lord Bishop of Evrenx, or my 
Lord Cacdinal^if hd likes the tidebetter, can'ex- 
^erdse tbe soldiers of your Majesty'^s guard.* 

The King smiled again, and more inystmous- 
iy» while he whispered DUnois, <^ The time may 
jcome when you and I will regulate the priests 
together— f But this iafor the present agoodoon- 
emted animal: of a Bishop. Ah ! Dunois— Rome, 
Aome puts him and other burthens upon us-*^ 
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But fMilieii«e, cousin, and shuffle the cards, till 
our hand is a stronger one/^ * 

The flourish of the trumpets in the court-yard 
now announced tlie arrival of the fiu^giffidian 
ndUeman. All in the presence»dlamber made 
haste to arrange themselves according to their 
proper places of precedence, the Kitig and Ins^ 
daughters remaining in the c^itre ol the assem- 

The Count of Crevecceur, a renowned and 
undmifi^ed warri(»r, entered the apartment; and, 
contrary to the usage anKxng the envoys of 
friendly powers, he appeared all armed, except- 
ing his head, in a gorgeous suit of the roost 
superb Milan armour, made of i^teel, inlaid and 
embossed with gold, which was'wirougfat into the 
fiuitastic taste called the Arabesque. Around hisf 



* Dr Dryasdust here xemtaka, that cardsj said to have 
been iuvented in a preceding reign^ for the amusement of 
Charles V. during the intervals of his mental disorder, 
aoem sgpeedily to have beootme oemmon among the cour- 
tiers, since they a^bready fiimiahed Looia XI. with a me-f 
taphor. The same proverb was quoted by Durandarte, in 
the enchanted cave of Montesinos. 
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lieok, and over his poUsbed cuii?aa8» huBg bi« 
master^s order of tbe Groldm Fleece, one of the 
most honoured mmomHaoM of duvalry then 
kii0«nk in Christendom* A handsome pagp.bore 
Us helmet behind him, a herald preceded him, 
bearing his letters of credence, which he offered 
on his knee to the King ; while the ambassador 
himself paused in the midst of the hall, as if to 
give present time to admire his loftj look, com- 
manding stature, and undaunted eomposuie of 
countenance and manner. The rc^t of his attend- 
ants waited in the anti-chamba:, ok: couri-yard. . 
, ^^ Approach, Seigni»r Count de Creveco&ur,^^ 
smd Louis, after a moments glalK^ at hi^ emn- 
missicm; '^ we need notour Cousin^s letters of 
cred^ice, dther to introduce to us a warrior so 
w^U known, or to assure, us of your l^ghly de- 
served credit with your master. We trust that 
your fair partner, who shares some of our ances- 
tral blood, is in good healdi. Had you brought 
her in your hand, Seignor Count, we might 
have thought you wore your armour, on this 
unwonted occasion, to maintain the superiority 
of her charms against the amorous chivalry of 
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France. As it. is, we cannot guess the reascm ^ 
this complete panoply .'' 

** Sire," replied the ambassador, " the Count 
of CrerecGeur mi^^t lament his misfortune, and 
entreat your for^veness, that he cannot, on this 
oceamon, reply with such humble deference a» 
is due. to the royal courtesy with which your 
Majesty has honoured him. But although it is 
only the voice of Philip Creveocaur de Cord^ 
which speaks, the words which he uttcrs.mu^t 
be those of his gradous Lord and Sovereign the 
Duke of Burgundy .'^ 

^^ And what has Oevecoeur to say in the 
words of Burgundy P^ said Louis, mth an as« 
sumption of sufficient dignity. <^ Yet hold — ^re*. 
member, that in this presence, Philip Creveco&ur 
de Cordis speaks to him whom he calk his So-» 
vereign's Sovereign.'* 

Crevecceur bowed, and then spoke aloud 2— « 

^^ King of France, the mighty Duke of Biu^gundy 

once more sends you a written schedule of die 

wrongs and oppressions committed oh his frbn*; 

tiers by your Majesty's garris<»)s and cheers; 

and the first point of inquiry is, whether it is- 

so 
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your Majei^y^s purpose to make hkn amendB for 
these injuries r^ 

The King, looking stigfatly at the memoiial 
which the herald delivered to him upoii his knee, 
said, ^ These matters have been already long hew 
foitt our Council. Of the injuries complaned ^rf, 
some are in requital of those sustained^ fay. my 
subjects, some are affirmed without any proof, 
some have been retaliated by the Buke'^s garri- 
sons and soldiers ; and if there remain any lilaeb 
fill! under none of those predicaments, we are not^ 
as a Christian prince, averse to make satisfaction 
for wrongs actually sustained by our neighbour, 
though committed not only without our counter 
nance, but against our express order.^ 

** I will convey your Majesty^s answer,^ aaid 
^ ambassador, ^^ to my most gracious master ; 
yet, let me say, that as it is in no degree diffiirent 
£rom the evasive rephes whicli have already been 
returned to hi&just complaints, Icumot hope that 
it win afford the means of re^estabUshing peace 
and friendslup betwixt France and Buigwdy.^. 

*^ Be that at Gkid's plesosure,^ said the Kuig. 
*^ It is not for dread of thy Master^s arm^ but 

10 
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for tbe sake of peace only, that I return so tern* 
perate an answer to his injurious reproaches. 
Proceed with thine errand.^ 

^' My Master^s next demand,^ said the Am-, 
bassador, ^^ is, that your Majesty will cease your 
secret. and^ underhand dealings with his towns oi 
Ghent, Liege, and Malii^es. He requests that 
your Majesty.mil recall the secret agents, by 
whose means tbe discontents of his good citizens 
c^ Flanders are inflamed ; and diamiss from your 
Majesty'^s dominions, or rather deliver up to the 
condign punishment of their liege Icnrd, those trai- 
torous fu^tives, who, having fled from the scene 
of their machinatiQns, have found too ready a 
refuge in Paris, Orleans, Tours, and other French 
cities.'*' 

*^ Say to the Duke of Burgundy ,''• relied the 
King, ^f that I know of no such indirect practices 
as those with which he injuriously charges me ; 
that my. subjects of France have frequent inter- 
douTse with the good cides of Flanders, for the 
purpose of mutual benefit by free traffic, which 
it would be as much contrary to the Duke^ in- ' 

VOL. I. o 
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Ure^i as to mine to interrupt ; and that many 
Fleminga hare rendenoe in my kingdom, and en- 
joy the protection of my laws, far the same pur« 
pose; but none^ to our knowledge, fbt those of 
treason or mutiny against the Duke. Proceed 
with your message— you have heard my answer.^ 
^ As f<xmerly, Sire, mth pain,^ repKed the 
Count of Creveooeur ; ** it not being cf tihat di« 
rect or explicit nature which the Duke^ my mas^ 
ter^ will accept, in atonement for a long train of 
secret machinations, not the less oertain, though 
now diaaiKiwed by your Majesty. But I proceed 
with my message. The Duke of Burgundy fur* 
ther requires the King of France to send back to 
his dominions without delay, and under a secure 
safe^guard^ the persons of Isabelle Countess of 
Croye, and of her idation and guardian the 
Countess Hamellne, of the same family, in respect 
the sttd Countess Isabelle, bci^ by the law of 
the country, and the feudal tenure of her estates, 
the ward of the said Duke of Burgundy, hi^h 
fled frQmhi8daminions,andfk'om thecharge which 
he, as a careful Prince, was willing to extend 
over her, and is here maintained in secret by the 
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Kit^ ol Vwinni, vAhy Um fartiB^ in hercoo^ 
tumacy to the Duke, her natural lord and guarn 
dian^ contrary to the laws of God and man, aa 
they ever have been acknowledged in civilized 
Europe.-^nce more I pause for your Majesty^s 
reply/' 

^* You did well, Count De Creveoceur,^ said 
Louis, scornfully, ^^ to begin your embassy at an 
early hour; for, if it be your purpose to call on 
me to account for the flight of every vassal whom 
your master^s heady passion may havedriven from 
his dominions, the bead«jroll may last till sun-set 
Who can af&rm that these ladies are in my do* 
minions ? who can presume to say, if it be so, 
that I have either countenanced their flight hithar, 
or have received them with offiors of protection i"^ 

** Sire," said Crevecoeur, ^* may it please your 
Majesty, I woi provided with, a witness on this 
8ubject-«<»one who beheld these fugitive ladies in 
the inn called the Fleur-de^Lyi, not far from 
this Castle-^-^one who saw your Majesty in their 
company, though under the unworthy disguise 
of a burgess of Tours-«-ei^e who received from 
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them, in your royal presence, messages and let- 
ters to their fnends in Flanders — all which he 
conveyed to the hand and ear of the Duke of Bur^ 
gundy,'' 

^^ Bring him forward,^ said the King; ^^ place 
the man before my face who dares maintain these 
palpable falsehoods.^^ 

*^ You i^ak in triumph, my lord; for you 
are well aware that this witness exists no longer. 
When he lived, he was called Zamet Magraubin, 
by birth one of those Bohemian wanderers. He 
was yesterday, as I have learned^ executed by a 
party of your Majesty's Provost-Marshal, to pre- 
vent, doubtless, his standing here, to verify what 
he said of this matter to the Duke of Burgundy, 
in presence of his Council, and of me, Philip 
CrevecoBur de Cordes.'' 

• • • ^ 

" Now, by our Lady of Embrun !" said the 
King, ^* so gross are these accusations, and so free 
of consciousness am I of aught that approaches 
them, that, by the honour of a King, I kugh, 
rather than am wroth at them. My, Provost- 
guard put to death, as is their duty, thieves and 
vagabonds; and my crown is to be slandered 
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with wbatsoeVer these thieves and vagabonds 
teay have said to bur hot cousin of Burgundy 
and his wise counsellors ! I pray you, tell my kind 
cousin, if he loves such companions, he had best 
keep them in' his own estates ; for here they are 
like to meet short shrift and a tight cord.^ 

^* My master needs no such subjects, Sir King,^ 
isinswered the Count, in a tone more disrespectful 
than he had yet permitted himself to make use 
of; ^^ for the noble Duke uses' not to inquire of 
witches, wandering Egyptians, or others, upon the 
destiny and fate of his neighbours and allies.^ . 

" We hive had patience enough, and to spare,^ 
sidd the King, interrupting him ; ^^ and since thy 
sole errand here seems to be for the purpose of 
insult, we will send some one in our name to the 
Duke of Burgundy— convinced, in thus demean- 
ing thyself towards us, thou hast exceeded thy 
commission, whatever that may have been.^ 

" On the contrary," said Crevecoeur, ** I have 
not yet acquitted myself of it. Hearken, Louis 
of Valois, King of France — Hearken, nobles and 
gentlemen, who may be present—- Hearken, all 
good and true men — And thou, Toison d'Or," 
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addreBBiiig the herald) *< inake pRxdamfitioa after 
Bie»-^I, Fhilip Creifecoeur of Cotdei, Count of 
the Empire, and Knight of the faooourable and 
princely Order of the Golden Fleece, in the name 
of the most puissant Lord and Prince, Charles, 
by the Grace of Grod, Duke of Burgundy and 
Lothairingia, of Brabant and Limbourg, of Lux- 
embourg and of Gueldres ; Earl of Flanders and 
of Artois ; Count Palatine of Hainault, of Hol- 
land, Zealand, Namur, and Zutphen ; Marquis 
of the Holy Empire ; Lord of Friezeland, Sar- 
lines, and Malines, do give you, Louis, King of 
France, openly to know, that you having refused 
to remedy the various griefs, wrongs, and o£Pen- 
ces, done and wrought by you, or by and through 
your aid, suggestion, and instigation, against the 
said Duke and his loving subjects, he, by my 
mouth, renounces all allegiance and fedty towards 
your crown and dignity-— pronounces you false 
and faithless; and defies you as a Prince, and 
as a man. There lies my gage, in evidence of 
what I have said.'" 

So saying, he plucked the gauntlet off his right 
hand, and flung it down on the floor of the hall. 
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Until this Icu^ dimax of audadty, there had 
been a deep silence in the royal apartment during 
the extraordinary scene ; but no sooner had tiie 
clash of the gauntlet, when cast down, been echoed 
by the deep voice of Toison d^Or, the Burgundian 
herald, with the ejaculation, ^< Vive Bourgogne !^ 
than there was a general tumult While BuncttB, 
Orleans, old Lord Crawford, and one v€ two 
others, whose rank authorized their interference, 
contended which should lift up the gauntleC, the 
dthers in the hall exclaimed, ** Strike lum down ! 
Cut him to pieces 1 Comes he here to insult the 
King of France in his own palace r 

But the King appeased the tumult by ex« 
claiming, in a voice like thunder, which over- 
awed and silenced every other sound, ** Silence, 
my lieges ! lay not a hand on the man, not a 
finger on the gage ! — ^And you. Sit Count, of 
what is your life composed, or how is it war- 
ranted, that you thus place it on the cast of a 
die so perilous ? Or is your Duke made of a 
different metal from other princes, since he thus 
asserts his petended quarrel in a manner so un- 
usual ?^ 
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<< He 18 indeed framed of a different and 
moffe noble metal than the other princes of 
Europe^^ said the undaunted Count cf Creve- 
cceur; <^ for, when not one of th^n dajred tb 
give shelter to you — ^to you, I say. King Louis 
»-— when you were an eiole from France, and 
pursued by the whole bitterness of your father^s 
revenge, and all the power of his kingdom, you 
were recaved and profeeted like a brother by my 
noble master, whose generonity of disposition you 
have so grosdy misused. Farewell, Sire, my 
mission is discharged."^ 

So saying,, the Count de Creveooeur left the 
apartment abruptly, and without further leave- 
taking. 

" After him — after him — ^take up the gaunt- 
let and after him 1^ said the King. ^^— -I mean 
not you, Dunois, nor you, n^y Lord of Crawford, 
who, methinks, may be too old for such hot 
frays; nor you. Cousin of Orleans, who are too 
young for them. — My Lord Cardinal — ^my Lc«d 
Bishop of Auxerre— it is your holy ofBce to 
make peace among princes ;— -do you lift the 
gauntlet, and remonstrate with Count CreveccBur 
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on the sin he has committed, in thus insulting a 
great Monarch in. his own Courts and forcing 
US to bring the miseries of war upon his king- 
dom and that of his neighbour.^ 

Upon this direct personal appeal, the Cardinal 
Balue iHTOceeded to lift the gauntlet, with sudi 
precaution asone would tohch an adder, — so great 
was apparently his aversion to this sjrmbol of war, 
r-^md pres€intly left the royal apartment to hasten 
after the challenger. 

Louis paused and looked round the circle of 
his courtiers, most of whom, except such as we 
have already distinguished, being men of low 
birth, and raised to th^r rank in the Eing^s 
household for other gifts than courage or feats 
of arms, looked pale on each other, and had 
obviously received an unpleasant imjHression 
from the scene which had been just acted. Louis 
gazed on them with contempt, and then said 
aloud, ^< Although the Count of Crevecoeur be 
presumptuous and overweening, it must be con- 
fessed that in him the Duke of Burgundy hath as 
bold a servant as ever bore message for a prince. 
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I would I knew where to find as faithful an En* 
If oy to carry back my answer.^ 

^^ You do your French noUes injustice, Sire^^ 
said Dunois ; ^^ not one of them but would carry 
a defiance to Burgundy on the point of his 
sword.^ 

<' And» Sire,'' said old Crawfc^^ << you 
wrong also the Scottish gentlemen who serre 
you. I9 or any of my followers, being of meet 
rank, would not hesitate a moment to call yonder 
proud Count to a reckoning; my own arm b yet 
strong enough for the purpose, if I have but 
your Majesty^s permission*^ 

^' But your Majesty,'" continued Dunois, 
^< will employ us in no service through which 
we may win honour to ourselves, to your Ma- 
jesty, €a to Fnmce«^ 

<< Say rather,'^ said the King, <^ that I will not 
give way, Dunois, to the headlong impetuosity, 
which, on some knight-errant punctilio, would 
wreck yourselves^ the throne, France, and all. 
There is not one of you who knows not how 
precious every hour of peace is at this moment, 
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when lo neoessary to heal the wounds of a dis- 
tracted ooimtry ; yet there is not one of you who 
would not rush into war on account of the tale 
of a wandering gipsey , or of some errant demosel 
whose reputation, perhaps^ is scarce- higher.-^- 
Here comes the Cardinal, and we trust with 
more pacific tidings.<-«-How now, my Lord— have 
you brought the Count to reason and to t^n« 
per?** 

" Sire,*** said Balue, << my task hath been dif. 
ficult. I put it to yonder proud Count, how he 
dared to use towards your Majesty, the pre*- 
BUmptuous reproach with which his audience had 
broken up, and which must be understood as 
proceeding, not from his master, but from his 
own insolence, and as placing him therefore in 
your Majesty'*8 discretion, for what penalty you 
might think pix^er.^ 

** You said right,^^ rejdied the King ; *^ and 
what was his answer ?^ 

" The Count,'' continued the Cardinal, « had 
at that moment his foot in the stirrup, ready to 
mount; imd, on hearing my expostulation, he 
turned his head without altering his position. 

13 
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< Had I,^ said he, ' been fifty leagues distant, and 
had heard by report that a question vitupera^ 
tive of my Prince had been asked by the King 
of France, £ had, even at that distance, instantly 
mounted, and returned to disburthen my mind 
of the answer which I gave him. but now.'' ^^ ' 

^^ I said, sirs,^ said the King, turning aroundj 
without any shew of angry emotion, << that in 
the Count Philip of Crevecoeur, our cousin the 
Duke possesses as worthy a servant as ev^r rode 
at a princess right hand. — But you prevailed 
with him to stay ?^^ 

" To stay for twenty. four hours ; and in the 
meanwhile to receive again his gage of defiance,^ 
said the Cardinal : *^ he has dismounted at the 
Fleur-de-Lys.'' 

" See that he be nobly attended and cared for, 
at our charges," said the King ; " such a ser- 
vant is a jewel in a princess crown. — Twenty-four 
hours .^'^ he added, muttering to himself, and 
looking as if he were stretching his eyes to see 
into futurity ; <« twenty-four hours? — ^'tis of the 
shortest Yet twenty-four hours, ably and skilful- 
ly employed, may be worth a year in the hand of 

17 
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indolent or incapable agents.-— Well. — ^To the fo- 
rest — ^to the forest, my gallant lords !*— Orleans, 
my fair kinsman, lay aside that modesty, though 
it becomes you ; mind not my Joan^s coyness. 
The Loire may as soon avoid mingling with the 
Cher, as she from favouring your suit, or you 
from preferring it,'' he added, as the unhappy 
prince moved slowly on after his betrothed bride. 
** And now for your boar-spears, gentlemen ; for 
Allegre, my pricker, hath harboured one that 
will try both dog and man.— Dunois, lend me 
your spear, — take mine, it is too weighty for me ; 
but when did you complain of such a fault in 
your lance ?— To horse — ^to horse, gentlemen." 
And all the chase rode on. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE BOAE-HUNT. 



I win converse widi unrespectiye boys 
Ami ifon-wittod fools. None are for me 
Th^t look into me with suspicious ejes. 

King Richard. 

All the experience whieh the Cardinal hai 
been able to collect of hisi master^a di^ponldon^ 
did not, upon the present occasion, prevent his 
felling into a great error of policy. His vanity 
induced him to think that he had been more 
successful in prevailing upon the Count of 
Crevecoeur to remain at Tours, than any other 
moderator whom the King might have employed, 
would, in all probability, have been. And as 
he was well aware^of the importance which Louis 
attached to the postponement of a war with the 
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Duke of Buif^ndy, he could not help shewing 
that he oonoeived himself to have rendered the 
Xing great and acceptable service. He pressed 
nearer to the King^s person than he was wont to 
do, and endeavoured to engage him in conver- 
sation on the events of the morning. 

This was injudidous in more respects than 
one, for princes love not to see their subjects 
approach them with an air conscious of deser- 
ving, and thereby seeming desirous to extort ac- 
knowledgment and reoompense of their services ; 
and Louis, the most jealous monarch that ever 
lived, was peouliarly averse and inaccessible to 
any one who seemed either td presume upon 
service rendered, or to pry into his secrets. 

Yet, hurried away, as the most cautious some* 
times are, by the self-saUs&d humour of the 
moment, the Cardinal continued to ride on the 
Eing^s right hand, turning the discourse, when^ 
ever it was possiUe, upon Crevecoeur and his 
embassy ; which, although it might be the mat- 
ter aA that moment moat in the Kings's thoughts, 
was nevertheless precisely that which he was 
least willing to converse on. At length LcHiis, 
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who had listened to him with attention, yet with- 
out having returned iBiny answer which could tend 
to prcdong the conversatibn, signed to Dunois, 
who rode at no great distance, to comig up on 
the other side of his horse. 

^* We came hither ifor sport and exercise,^ 
said he, ^^ but the rever^iid Father here would 
ha¥e us hold a council of state.^ 

*< I hope your Highness nvill excuse my as- 
sistance,^ smd Dunois ; *^ I am bom to fight the 
battles of France, and have heart and hand for 
that, but I have no head for her councils.^ 

<* My Lord Cardinal hath a head turned for 
nothing else, Dunms ; he hath confessed Creve- 
coeurat the Castle-gate,' and he hath oommuni. 
eated to us his whole shrift-^Said you not the 
whcief^^ he continued, with an emphasis on the 
word, and a glance at the' Cardinal, which shot 
from betwixt his long dark eye-lashes, as a dag- 
ger gleams when it leaves the scabbard. 

The Cardinal trembled, as, endeavouring to 
reply to tlie King^s jest, he said, ^< That though 
his order was obliged to conceal the secrets of 
their penitents in general, there was: no sigUhm 
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Gonfes^ioms^ .whi<^ emMi not .be enel^' at his 
Majesty''s lareatb/^ . 

? ^^ And as Ms^j^miiieiiee,^. aaidJthe Kiiig« ^ is 
read J to <M>itiiimBijeate tb^ se^atftioEotiiMsi to us/ 
he Daturalij expeets thatiwe ahodd be.eqiiaii7* 
OQiiiiiiumGatwe tokim; atidf ki <^ iolgvt 
^p^ Ma resipcob^k footing,, he i^ vary ieraai^ 
ably desirous to knowif theie tWoJadies of CSroye 
be. acsttuijl j in:aur ter^itcaaes* . We'are Botiywe 
caimot indiilgi^ his curiosiity^ not ooiadbri^tkiioffr-. 
ing in what preeiae place etzant-daBmiels^' dis4 
gaised jprincesses, dutressed oountesties, may 'lie 
]eaguer.wkluiu)uf dominioiiB^whidbiaieywe thank 
God and our Lady of Embruxiy rather too exteiu 
stve, for .us to atif»ar ea^Iy fais. Smineiioe^s most 
reasQDahle eo^pu)ries>««Bttt suppoeiog they were 
with US) what say'you,.X)unc»s, to our eouni^ 
{jeramptory dqpGttadi^^' ■ /■ u 

: ^^ I wili ^answeE Jfou^ myi I^^d, if yob wUl' tell 
me in 8iiicerity> whether you. want: war or peace^^ 
replied Dunms, wi& a frankness which, iriiil^ it 
arose out of his own na^ye opennessand intrepid 
dity . of charaeter, made;Jiim from time to time a 
ciMisiderable fayourite with Loms^ who, Vke all 
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astu4ioilB penoDBy wm asdMubiui of kokiog iata 
the hearts of others as of €OBoealilig Ua owm . 
"« By my haiykmie^'' aaid hc» <' LshovUl beaa 
well ciontealed asthyselfj^ JhrnmBi totali tllee oqr 
puvpoM, did I nyaell butkaoip it-exdifatly* Ba£ 
ny I'decMeite wiv^ wfaatsbflMMIdoiijilb iUa 

beMrtiAil aBdwedlthy yeuaglniiw^ mpfm^g 
her lio be in aiy doBBBioiis?^ 

'^ BntiMr her in mmmagt^m oneof jwueomk 
gaHant fijM i H ie aH , who has a heart tolofie aadao 
anb taipeetebt.bciv'^ satdDuttob^ . 

^^UpoQli^tMlf^harflttdtbeJui^r^ ^^Patq/um- 

dkml 'diottarfcmer»peHtk3tiMU»IU)bkCheelbr^ 
wiAaft tlgr bhinlaeasJ' . . 

'^Nayyfim^ IiBiiiBii|jhfcjeK)oqitpoKtio» :B|your 
Ladyef OflcMis^ I«Dia^tothepoiatatdiwtv«8 1 
riifeinyharseatUieridff. Your Majesty oweatfae 
house of Orleans at least d^i)iiap|ijii gwntiny^ f 

*^ And I isdll pajT it^.Connt. jRaagitttf^iim, I 
will fny k i*i-«Sce you not jrtsnidar fiur oaiapie?^ 

TheEbg pointed to the nnhappy< Diikti of 
OrieanB «nd tl» PniioeBS^ wbo^ neither daruqr to 
remann lit s greater distianbe from die Eidg, ^ilor 
iki his s^;bt appert* sspantte Aoih eadi vthcr^ 
were riding side by sidi^, yet with an inteftld of 
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two or tht«e yards betwixt them, a space whleH 
timidity on the bne sidev find aversioQ dti the 
otb^r, prevented iJaem ftom diminiebing^ while 
neither dared to inereasi it* ' - 

DoncHi lo^ed in the directioiii of the Kiiig'v 
signal, and A die ntoatioa of his ufifortunato 9e4 
lattte and tile tlettuied bride i m i i hided Mm tif 
nothing so mo^h as of two doga^ wMdi^fttdbly 
linked together, ronatn. nevertheleta as widet^ 
separated w^ the length of their coliars ifiii per- 
mit^ he eould not hclpdiaki^ hie head, tlMiiigii 
he veotiused Dolod any odicr icfdy tothb hypoeri^ 
tical tyntnt. Lonia ieemisdrtD gfiesa hit tfaonj^Us. 

<< It will be a peaceful and. quiet hooadioiA 
they win keep-^Ndot mdeb distiirbed witk cfaHd- 
tea, I should tfingiir. But dmse ane not ahraj^a 
a bleiaiiig.'^ . 

It waa^ peahafBy the* .redidleeti0n;of i Us oam 
filial inghttitude that mide the King piiuse as 
he made de lasi ritiflecdoi^md whieh •eottt^rled 
the sneev which tremUid on his lip into some- 
thing resemMia g. m» iexpiiession of cbntHtieii. 
Bisi he mstabtly pioeeeded in anotfcer tonei 

<< EMikly^ my IKhkms, tiiiieh as I t^mod At 
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holy vaemiaentof niitnimBiy (bere ke cxoeaed 
bimsctf), I nould imihcl' the bouse of Oiieaes 
laiaed fbr nesoeh gaUsnt wldim.aftikj father 
and thyadf, who sfaace^tha bbod^yaliiC Fnnce 
witfaDat.dai111in9.ita Tights, thaa that the oaan- 
tfy -dM«dd he> mit to. pifloes, aa B^Jaiii, by 
wars hy:tlie;rifaiiy of lagitiiiiale caaAA^eafer 
thecmwD- The JioiL*faoiildtt«aei!haire»ofe than 
onejeah." .... 

- . Dcmoisnghed: and waa oleat, ooiiMaaiiB that 
cootiadictii^l hia aiUnaiy Smeaiga might well 
hurt hia .UomiiaBf s inteKeflta^ but.aQulddo.hini 
Bosenrioe; yet^couULnolrlddiear.addingy in 
ihe nnct mooKiit, 

' *' Sinoe your Majesty faaa idhidcd to the hath 
etwf father, I rouat needs own, that, aftting the 
frailty of bis parents on c»ie side, he iBigbt«l>e 
tesnned>'ha}]fiier, aiid>maie faatanatei aa.the 90a 
of kwless lore, than of. conjugal hatred.^ 
i <* Tbon art a ecandaloiis .ftUow, Diukms, to 
gpeik' thus of. holy^ wedlock. But . to the davil 
wiA thedtscourse, feritbefaiaBr is uidbaiiKmred..*^ 
Lay on the dogs,, in the name of .the holy . Smki 
BOiih»t!«>«-IIaLha! traJarJUiiraJa r#^Aild*tbe 



Kii^s horn rudg mmify : through tde w06i»M 
he pushed forward on .the chase^ f€llQved:.by 
two or thre&of '.his guards, amongst wbom.iraa 
our friend' Qaentin Durwnd. :. And; here itmtiA 
remarkable that, even inthekeeii.pxiobceuiian^tf 
his fatumrite sport,' the King, inindtilgence of hia 
caustic dispootion, found leisure to anutte hsm^ 
self by tormenting Cardinal. Balne. . . > 

It was one of that aUe statesman's weaknesaes. 
as we bore elsewhere hmted, to siippose himsdif,' 
ibougfa of low:iwik.andiUmited.edjaoation»quali-i 
fied to play die oonriier and the maa of gi^biatry.* 
He dkl not, indeed, actually, enter .the Jista.UI|e 
Becket, or levy aoldiers like Wolaey , Bttf gaUafllpi 

• 

ry,in wUdhltheyftlaoim^e prfsSmnU^wfrnbifi pro- 
fessed pursuit; andhelikewiseidGedjedigi^ealfondr 
ness fov the mi^rtial amittement oi tike chase* Buty 



to whom his, power, hta .weidtb^ apdhia^ioflMeiiee 
aaa^tatesman, might alone fix defidenci^ in apr 
pearimoe and mamiers, the gallant horses, whicb 
he purchasedat almost any price, ^ere tpt^y in? 

sensible totliedignity of carrying a Qiupdinaljian^ 
paid no m<Hre: respect .to him jthan Ihey wou^dl 
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kurd done to his fiitfaer tbetailar, whom lie nr 
tiilid in horsemansliip. The XiDg knew tlti% 
and, by alternately exciting andt^edetng hb owi| 
hovBtf, he brought that of tbe Cairihaal, whom he 
kept^dose % hitsidley into tiidi a'vtnteof mtxtiay 
agaihst hb rider, tbut it became appt oDmi Qm^ 
HHiit loon part company ; and Aieh, in flte'iuidsl 
of its starting, fadfiing, reairing^ aiid hudnng out| 
idlenafjdy, the royal formenter rendered the nder 
BiiseraUe, by qaestioning him upon' many alBuffS 
ef iofportaBce, and fainting his purpose to taioe 
thut'ispjportumty of commmucating to him tidme 
o# those se6»et9 cf^tate, ^idh the Canlihal luii 
Mita litlfewfaik before seemed so anxbm to kwrta 
' 'A moi^ awkward intfaHon eoiild hmxlly be 
ilbigiaed, than iisit of a privy-^ouneiibir fiireed 
tl^ iiiiten to and^ i^ply to Us Soter^gn, while eaeh 
tMkf giwbadcr of bis immaiii^eiiUe hme pheed 
hiin iti % new and moreprecaviotis altittiMkwhia 
yiicdet lob^ flying iMse in every direeci<ftr, and no^ 
thing pectir^Ag him frctai an instant and pmh>tw 
fall, save tlje depth of the saddle, and its betg^ 
befiure iiiid behiiid. Diint^s Ia!iighed withont re- 
straint ; while the King, who bad a private mode 
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0f tsg&yiog bb jest inwardly^ without laughing 
aloitG^ ifaildly rebukod his miaastee oq hsB cqggv 
SafiDonfiMT tfaeshaBe, whieh woukLnot penmtfaiia 
todedk»tf>a'fevfaoqiei(ts tobiisiiieBS. ^^Iiritt 
no \oagm be j^mr hinderaQo^^^Kiatiiiiied he, a^ 
^lOBsiiig the terafied peffdioal, and giying his 
com hoBse the vehi atthesaine time. 

Be^fnie fialae eoiild otter a' w<»d by way (tf aii« 
net Of .afobagj^ his h<»ae^ ^maiag the bit with 
hbte^th, went forth at an unoonl^oulaUe gaUep, 
soon ieaviog behind the King and Dimoisi who 
ttliomed at a more regulated pao^, enjoying the 
slateiman^s distressed pr^cament. If any c4 our 
nadees hfs chani^ed to be run away with m bis 
time, (aa we ourselyea have in ours,) he w3) have 
» fiill sense^ at onoe of the pi^, peiil, and ab- 
surdity of the situation;. These four legs of the 
quadruped, whi^, now^y undf r the rider^s c^^ 
tfoul, nor 4someUmes under that of the creature 
they more properly belong to, fly at such a rate 
as if the hindermost meant to overtake the fore- 
snost— those cUngtng 1^ of the biped which 
we so often wish safely planted on the green 
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swaiid^ but wUick p>w only aug^mt ciiir diitie49 
bj pieanng the amnmTssides^-^^fae, hands jvtUclft 
hanre.fixBftffie&.the biidle for the mwioi ■■tho body 
wUch} inateid of silti]ig:ii{»i|^ oQ^the centra ci 
gnuaty^ aa old Ao^ob tiiad..to rn^uniwicwdj or 
sMo]^ fonrard like^a joekgr M hfeuppoariGet^ 
lies, rather than haogs^doudhedapim tbeiiaA of 
the aQimal, with no.better chance of aawqpitndf 
thitn a sack, of com^-T-ocmibme to makaa-pictnie 
more than sufficiently luActouato .qpaet«tnw» 
however uncomfortable to the lodnbiter. Botadd 
to this some singnlfirity of dress or i^iqieasaneeoii 
thcpart of the unhappy cavaliec-— a ikdbe of oC* 
fices a cqp}^did uniform^ or any.othec peculiarity 
of cosUune,— ;4md let the seefte of acftion be a moer 
course, a. review, a propession,.or any other place 
of concourse and public display* and if the pqw 
wight would escape bdfi^,tbe ohjj!^ of » diaut of 
ipextioguidiable lapghtca:^ he must conftrive^ to 
Inre^ a limb or two» or^ whftch will be more effe^ 
tual| to be killed on the spot; for on no slighl^ 
Gopdition will his fall excite any thuig likie'Seriouf 
synif^thy. jOt^ tbe.pr^it.opc^siony the^ sh^ 
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▼ibIeMxdeisred gown'of die Cardinal, which he 
ttsad as a riding dress, (having changed his long 
rakes beforehe IdFt the Castle,) his scarlet stodc* 
ings, and scarlet hat, with the long strings hang- 
up down, together with' his utter hdplessness^ 
guve infiiate iest to fa&s exhibition of horseman, 
skip. . 

• The horse, having taken matters oittrely inlio 
hie owa hand,' flew rather than gadloped up a long 
gre^i av^ue, overtook, the pack in hard putstiit 
of the boar, and then,* Having overturned one or 
^wo yewien pHckers^ who littld expected. to:be 
di«rged:in tl»re8r,-«-Bayingridden down: several 
dogs, and greaily confused the chase,— ^animated 
by the damoiirs' and ihreats of the huntsmiiin, 
carried the ferrified Cardihal past the formidable 
animal itself, 'whidi was: ruisliihg on at a speedy 
Jtfot, futiouft andoidjossed: with the|bam; which he 
jdtoaed around his tudks. -. Bahxe, on iiehalding 
himself so near the boar, set up a dreadfiilcry for 
hdp,' Whic^H orptohapsi die sight of the boar, |iro- 
diicediiteh an effiBctoa his horse, that the aninud 
ihtorruptfeditsheadlongcareerby suddenly spring^ 
ing to mieMde; so that the Cardinal, whohadloi^ 
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only kept his veot beoulsft tfaemetite mm fttmight 
^nrmd, now feU hemljr to the gtooiid. Th^ 
cbnduttmi of Baliie^s chase itxiok plflk» BO near Am 
bonr^tdui^ hoi nbtthe muusl been nt iluit I|Kk 
ment too muck engap^ Ubout Us oprli afluM, tho 
^iirinity mig^ hmve fgcmeA m falftl to idie C«vdi- 
naly as it is said to have done to Fafil% Kifl|^ '4i 
the l^goths, in SfMun. He gotoff, hMreter, 'for 
the fiigbty^aqd cnivling as hastily as he eouiii out 
nf the way of honpds and huntsmeny *ssw-t)^ 
tchide dbaee sweiq) by Urn without mSRttHag hm 
assiitttine ; psat huvelers m Aosedays wttM |» lit;. 
Ik noted by gjmjmihj Hxe sndi »lsf0rtu|ies as 
ihey aie ki 4}iir own. 

The EmgvSs he passed, 8»d toiDiniDl^ ^ Ycn^ 
derheafais Emtamee lowenongh^^e is^iio grisat 
himtiman, thoiigh fee a fisher (whien a seoset is 
to be caughty) he may matALSaint Peter biadseM 
lie hBAy hamererj fbr onoe^ I Aink^ met nathtts 
match*? 

- ' ^be Caardinal did not hear the woeds, but^ the 
seocn&l look with wliieh tfa^ weve spokai led 
b|m tK> Buifiect tbeb general import* T}ie detil 
is'said:to seise sueh opportunities of tempfiatieit 

21 
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aa iras U0w «|9Bacded bj the painioas of Bditiey 
Utterly moved as they had been by the aoom of 
the King. The aatomentaiy fright iras ever so 
soon as he had^isstiDed himsdf that his lall was 
hannkss ; bi^ niort^«d Tamty ^ ^&d Tesaitmeot 
agawstjm Sovezrig^ hadanuichl0Qg0cinfitMnea 
Dn his feelii^* 

Aflar.aU the chase hftd pasaed hhn, a ^ngle cat 
valier, who seemed rather to be a spectator than 
a partaker of the sport, rode up with one or 
t:wo ^Uleiidnits, and expressed no small surprias 
jto find the Cazdinal there upon foot, without i| 
horse or altendopta, and in such li plight as 
plainly shewed the nature of the accident. wUcl^ 
had there placed him. To dismount, ax^ ctfer 
bis assistance in tins [»redicammt,«— to cause one 
pf his attendants remgn a staid and quiet pai- 
ftey for the CatdiliaPs ua&-^to express his i^vau 
prise at the eustpmfi of the Frendi CcMdrt, which 
thus permitted them to abandon to the dangers 
of the chase, and forsake in his need, their wisest 
statcemim, were the natural modes of aemtance 
aad consolation which so strange a rencontre supL 
plied to Crevecceur ; for it was the Burgundian 
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amtMissadorwho came to tKe aHsratitireaf tkefiiH^ 
en Cardinal. 

< HeloiBri him in a lueky tiaie«iil humour lor 
eiiaying some of those fNracdoes oh his fidelity, to 
whieh it is^weil knpim that Bdaefaad'theenBianal 
weakness to listen* Already in themoouD^ as the 
jealous temper of Louis had suggested, n&ire had 
passed betwixt lliraidiaa the CardKaaldunthave 
reported to hisoaaster.: Butiildioa^ he'had-lisi- 
tenedwidi gratified ears to dbehighvatae, urihieb, 
he .was nasursd by Crevecceur, the Diike of Bury 
gmdy fdaced upon his pisrson and.taknts, aad 
not without a fieeling of temptation, wjbea thd 
Count rhinted at -die mmufieenoe of his maaM^ 
^Uuspoiition , and the cich benefice oi Fhmder^ H 
was not until the accident, as. we ha^e rdlated^ 
had bigUy ivrijtated him, tfaat^-stung with .we«tD'd« 
M vaidty, he resohEed, in .ft &tid h^ur, to ftheif. 
Chat no e»emy can be.flb dangeiouaa^iviofieBd- 
ed friend and confidaht. 

On the present ocoasicfti, he hastily requested 
Crevecoeur toseparale ffXHohim, lest.they should 
be observed, but appointed him a meeting {or 
the evening in the Abbey joi Saint vMardn^s at 
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Totiray after vesper service ; aiid di«t in a tone 
which assured the Ba^undian that bis mastev 
had obtained. an advantage hardly to have been 
hoped for. 

. In the meanwhile, Louis^ who thoij^h the^nmit 
pcditic Prince of his time, upon, this, as on oUtec 
oeoasions^ suffered his passions to interfere with 
his.arty^fellowed content^y lite chase of, the 
wild boar, whicb .iras now. come to an interest* 
ing point. It had so happened that a sounder 
(i. e. in the language of ;the period, a boarof only 
two years old,) had crossed the track of the pro* 
per object of the chase, and withdrawn xa pur- 
suit of him all the dogs^ (saving^twoor threecouple 
of old staunch hounds,) and the greater part! of 
the ' hUBtsai«i. The King saw, with intonal 
glee, Dcmois, as well as others, follow upon this 
false scent, and e»Joafed in secret the thought of 
triumphing over that tioeompliahed knight, in die 
art of venerie, which' was then thought, almost as 
glomus ' as war. Louis was well mountsd,. and 
folloived close on the hounds ; so that, when the 
boar turned to bay in a marshy piece of ground-, 
there was no one near him but the King himself* 
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Louis dhawdd «U ttelmtTingr snd eo^ertiieftB 
of an mxpinmoeA himiamat ; for, tmheidiofe ihft 

wHUter* Jl6 lode Vp ^9 hK 'tlMDiBHMilB^ llfwifc^ta 

which HBft defending itadf wilhfaiy agBtnil thfi 
dflgi, and drndciiimiridl Usboar-qpctf; yet 
as the hone shyed fiBoqLdia faoaiv the falbwi was 
not «o cicBtaal is aiher tbkOldr dKaabklnab 
NoeflbfCcikddpratiiio&tbthanelirrdMige a 
fieooDd tiaM;^aa.lhai the fiuig, £«ti0mtiag>«i» 
Tanaed <ia Coot ^gaiiMt' Ab iaiimis imoiali boldf> 
ing naked ib his haiai Mt of tibcMabo^VAn^ 
stivigfat, and poJptcdsirQgdi^wMihfa mfwianu aad 
fer wah enaouiilcfa. Thehotariiislaiitfyqmtlid 
the dogs to raah «« his hunMti etoigr> ^ile the 
Ki]ig» tdkiaghis tfniicm, Md poslii^Uaaielf firfiw 
Ij, {Mmenfaed the swfvd^ ivMI the pitfpa9eof aiiiA«> 

ii^ ii at the biotto^s thtwti or mtheic 4d)a^ 
thei^lhurwbaitei ia.wU^hMflie^th^w^ghl^t^ 
beaai; ai6d the laipQlttaBi^ of bifsi eaie^i wcM 
ham aecvfid to iEM»ekffaile. Us own drsbruetiwk 
Stity^cmti^ to the wetness ^ thegteundy the 
Kill's ibot dipped, just as 
ousmanceuvreonglittobiiy^ beeod 
and die p$iint of thesl^ordencdunleriiigdieeiiimts 
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of hrUUfes 6n the wAfiAi of the crctttunefa. fihoUU 
dor^ glaaatA «»ff nithoiit ai&king atijr impc^aston^ 
and Louis fi^ flst oa die g^rouod. This wassdfar 
foftaitate te thb Moabieh ^ : beeame did. mioialll 
owing to the Mk^taXt, misBed his blow in.h^ 
turtf, md caity )reiil3diliiii8Jtiu& the Sng's Aort 
husliiig^hnlc^ instiBad idf npphig up. his thiglii 
But a:^ after nmning a ItHle ii-head ih Hb finij of 
bis course, the boar turned to repeat his attacsfcod 
the Sihg in the OMMiwtit wfacnhe was lishig, the 
life of lioUis wasta imtnineBt daii^^ wfaeh Quen^ 
titi Durwilrdy who had been tbtown out in die 
dme by the diownbsil of his hbrs^, b«t who^ ddter- 
thelesBi bod iiiciEiiy dnthiguisb^- and fiJfarwed 
the blast of the Kind's hohi, rede up, ssrI trails^ 
fixed the atmAtd' ^th faia 6pear. 

lie King; who hhd by lUis timerecoV^iMl hMl 
feet, came in turn to DHnrwaMV assiiieaiie^^ iSsA 
cui die ahhnal% tKroal Witb hiaswoitlc liefbre 
ipeaking a word to QiieBtin^ be measured tkis 
huge creataKre lUit 6nlf by pib^s, bli(f ^ven by fe^ 
^'^dMi WqMddie sweat Aotn kiis fekt)V, aM tife 
Uoed fntei bis hands-Mhen tc^k off his butittii^ 
cap) hungit oi» abusb^ and devoutly tiiade Kis 
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omons to ihe fittk lesden images vludi.ii.o6iu 
taitifd^' nnri tbeo lookiDg upon Duurwaad^ smd 
to hin, >^ Ikit thott^ «iy youog SootP-p^thoa kaat 
hffpUA^^* wviodBRift vetty and.Mttie.l^Kre 
owes tliee asrgood ^ntextainmeiii m bkgttveibe^ 
at: the Fleur^d^Lyb ybadiK.~Why.<kiat,tbaa 
not'speak? Tiio^ifa«stk>sttby fonpasdmaaand 
fife^ met&iiiks,.4i^^llie Canvt^ wfaeretiilhfifafiiii 
both.'' 

: Qaeiitin,^ at- shrawd - a jimA, 'as evar .-Scottish 
braaae hipeathed ^cahtion into^ was ha too ¥^e to 
cttbrace die peaikus permianon of finaitiartty 
wbioh heiaeaoned'tbils iavitad.to use.'. He an* 
swenai in .very few and weU^diQseii wokrds, .fllat 
if he . ventured, to adihess Ua Majesty at all^ it 
could be but to cravefuurdon for the sustie bold* 
ness .1^ wfakfa ho had ooodnctad himaalf when 
^owit of Ua high mak. : . . 
. <' Tush i: man,'' said the King:; <' I forgive 
thy sauoneasrfer. thy spirit and shrewdaeaB. I 
admked how near thou didst hit upaa my gos* 
sip Tristan's oocMpalioii- You hifrejaearl^s tasted 
of his handy*-work sinoe,4isJ am^g^Mentto tftada)?^ 
stand. I bidtl^llewatseof l«ni; beisAfaser- 
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chant who' deals in rough bracelets and tight, 
necklaces. ' Help me to my horse-^I love thee, 
and will do thee good. Build on no man^s fa;- 
vour but naine— 'not even on thine uilcte^s or' Lord 
Crawford's-^-and say nothing of thy timely aid' 
in this mattar of the boar; for if a man makes, 
boast that he has served a King in such a piUeb^- 
he must take the bri^art hdmour lor its. own 
reoompence.**^ 

The King then winded his horn, which brought, 
up Dunois and several attendants^ whose comfdi-- 
itient^he received on the -slengbter of such a nobk 
animal, without scrupling' to appropriate a imkcK^ 
greater share of merit than adtually bdonged^to 
him ; for he mentioned Burward^s assistance as 
slightly as a sportsman, who, in boadting of the. 
number of birds which he has bagged, does not 
always dilate upon the presence and assistance of 
the game>keepen He then ordered Dunois to 
see that the boards carcase was sent. to the biother- 
hood of Saint Martin, at Tours, - to mend thrfir 
fare' upon holida;^s^ and that they might remem- 
ber th6 -King in their priva|£ devotions* 

*^ And,'? said Louis, " who hath seen his Emi< 
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nence my Lord Cardinal? Methinks it trere 
but poor courtesy, and cold regard to Holy 
Church, to leave him afoot here in the forest." 

*^ May it please you, sire," daid Quentin, wh^t 
he saw that all were silent, ** I saw hie Lordship 
the Cardinal 'accommodated with a horse, on 
which he left the forest." 

** Heaven cares for its own," replied the King. 
^^ Set forward, my lords ; we^U hunt no more 
this morning.— You, Sir Squire,^ addressing 
Quentin, ^^ reach me my wood«knife-->-it has 
dropped from the sheath beside the quarry th^e. 
Ride in, Dunois-— I follow instantly." 

Louis, whose lightest motions were often con- 
ducted like strati^ms, thus gained an oppcn'tu** 
nity to ask Quentin privately, " My bonny Scot, 
thou bast an eye, I see — Can^st thou teHt me who 
helped the Cardinal toapaUrey ?-*^Sonie stranger, 
I should suppose ; for, as / passed without stop* 
ping, the courtiers would likely be loath to do 
him duch a turn." 

*^ I saw those who aided his Eminence but an 
instant, sire,^ said Quentin ; *^ for I had been 
unluckily thrown out, and was riding fast, to foe 
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in my place ; but I think it was the Ambassador 
of Burgundy and his people.^ 

" Ha r said Louis. — ^^ Well, be it so— France 
will match them yet.'' 

Th^e was nothing more remarkable happen- 
ed, and the King, with his retinue, returned to 
the Castle. 



[ ^** ] 



♦CHAPTER X. 



THE SEKTINEt. 



Where should this muuc be'? i' die air, or the earth ? 

The Tempetf. 

——I was all ear, 

And took in stnins that might create a aoixl 

Under the ribs of death* 

Ccnuu, 



. QitENTiN had hardl J reached his little cabin, in 
order to make some necessary changes inlus dress, 
when his wonjiy relative required to know fjpom 
him the full particulars which had b^allen him 
at the hunt. 

The youth, who could not help thinking that 
his uncle^s hand was probably mcope powerful than 
his understanding, took care, in his reply, to leave 
the King in full possession of the victory which he 
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had seemed desirous to appropriate. TheBalnfr^^s 
reply was an aocoiint of how imudi better he him- 
self would have behaved in the likecurcumstatioes, 
and it was mixed with a gentle censure of his. ne-t 
phew^s slackness^ in not making in to th^ Klng-s 
assistance, when he might be in imminent pisiil^ 
The youth had prudence, in'an^tirer, to abstain 
from all farther vindication of his own conduct^ 
excepting, that, according to the. rules of , wood- 
craft, heheld.it ungentle to. interfere with the, 
game attacked by another hunter, unless he was 
i^oially called upon for his assistance^ This dis-. 
cussion was scarce ended, when oocatton was af<) 
forded Qucntin to congratulate himself for ob, 
serving some reserve towards his kinsman. Al9w 
tap at the door announced a visitor-*-it was pre 
sently opened, and Oliver Dain, or Mauvais, 
or Diable, for by ^ these names he was known, 
entered the apartment. 

This able but most unprincipled man has been 
already .described, in so far as. his exterior is oon-i 
cerned. . The aptest resemblance of his motions 
and manners ra^t perhaps be, to those of the 
domestic cat, .which,- while .couching in seeming 
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slumber, or gliding thiongli die jqpartnient with 
slow, steahby, and timid steps, is now engaged in 
watching the hole of some unfortunate mouse^ 
now in nibbing herself with apparait confidence 
and fondness against those by whom she desires 
to be caressed, and, presently after, is flying upon 
her prey, or scratching, perhaps, the very object 
eihet former cajolements. 

He entered with stooping shoulders, a humble 
and modest look, and threw such a d^ree of 
civility into his address to the Seignor Balafir^, 
that no one who saw the interview oould have 
avoided concluding that he came to ask a boon of 
the Scotdsh Archer. He congratulated Lesly on 
the excellent conduct of his young kinsman in the 
chase that day, which, he observed, had attracted 
the King'^s particular attenfi(m. He here paused 
forareply; andwithhiseyesfixedontbegroond, 
save just when once or twiee they stole upwards 
to take a side glance at Quentin, he heard Balafr6 
observe, ^^ That his Majelsty had been unlucky 
in not having himself by his flide instead of his 
nephew, as he would questionless have made in 
and speared the brute, a matter whieh he under* 
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jEftood Quentin had left upon his Majesty^s royal 
bands, so far as he could learn the story. But it 
will be a lesson to his Majesty,'^ he said, ^< while 
he lives, U> mount a man of my inches on a better 
horse; for how qould my great hill of a Flemish 
dray-horse keep up with his Majesty^s Norman 
runner? I am sure I spurred till his sides were 
furrowed. It is ill considered, Master Oliver, and 
you must re{H:eseBt it to his Miyesty.^ 

Master Oliver only replied to this observation 
by turning towards the bold bluff speaker one of 
those slow, dubious glances, which, accompanied 
by a slight motion of the hand, and a gentle de^ 
pression of the head to one side^ may be either 
interpreted as a mute assent to what is said, or 
as a cautious deprecation of farther prosecution 
of the subject. It was a keener, more scrutini- 
zing glance which- he bent on the youth, as he 
said, with an ambiguous smile, ^^ So,^ young man, 
is it the wont of Scotland to suffer your Princes 
to be endangered for the lack of aid, in such 
emergencies as this of to-day P"^ 

*' It is our custom,"^ answered Quentin, deter- 
mined to throw no farther light on the subject. 
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^^ not to encumber then vith. asmtance inJuh- 
nourable pmrimOj when they e$^ aid theixifiehm 
vithotttit. We (bold that a Frinoe in a hunting 
field must take hb ebance.witb others,- fad that 
be comes there for the very fmrpose.— «Wbat 
were wo6d*craft without taHigi^ and witfapjit 
dangerr 

^^ You bear the silly boy ,^. said bia imde; 
^^ that is always the way with faiin^ he hath-an 
answeror a reason seady to be ren^eredfor every 
one. I wonder whence he ha& caught the gift \ I 
nev^ could give a reason for. any thing I have 
ever done in my life) except tfor eating when I 
was a-hungry, calling the muster-roll, and such 
points of.duty as the like.^ ... 

^^ And pray, worthy^ Singnor,^ said the royal 
tonsor, looking at him from under his eye-Uda, 
c ^ what mi^t your reason be fpr calling, xhe mua- 
ter.roll on such occasions T^ 

*^ Because the Captam ocMnmanded me^V said 
.Bala&&. ^^By Saint Giles, I know no .other rea- 
son ! If he bad commanded Tyri^ or CuoniPg'*. 
ham, they must. have done the same.^ 

^* A most military final cause P^ said Oliver. 
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Bat, Seigm»r Ba)afr£, you will be glad, 
doubtless, to learn, diat hb Majesty is so far 
fiKmi being displeased with your nepfaew'^s con- 
duct, that he hath selected him to execute a 
piece of duty thie afternoon." *" ! 

" Selected Aim f^ said Balafre, in great sur- 
prise;—" Selected me, I suppose, you me^."*' 

" I mean precisely as I speak,** readied the 
barber, in a mild but decided tone ; " the King 
hath a commission with which to entrust your 
nqphew.** 

" Why, wherefore, and for what reason ?'* 
said Balafr^ ; " why doth he chuse the boy, and 
not me ?* 

" I can go no farther back than your own ul- 
timate cause, Seignor Balafr^ ;* such are his Ma- 
jesty's commands. But,** said he, " if I might 
use the presumption to form a conjecture, it may 
be his Majesty hath work to do, fitter for a youth 
like your n^hew, than for an experienced war* 
riot like yourself, Seignor Balafre^-i— Wherefore, 
young gentleman, get your weapons and follow 
me. Bring with. you a harquebuss, for you are 
to mount sentinel." 
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<< Sentinel T said the und^— ^^ Are you sure 
you are right. Master Oliver i The inner guards 
have ever been mounted by Uiose iHiIy vhohavc 
(like me) served twelve years in our honourabk 
body.^ 

*^ I am quite certain of his Majesty^s plea- 
sure,^ said Oliver, ^^ and must no longer delay 
executing it. — Have the goodness to asaisl» to 
put your nephew in order for the service." 

Balafr6, who had no ilLnature, or even much 
jealousy in his disposition, hastily set about adr 
justing his nephew'^s dress, and ^viii^ him di- 
rections for his conduct under arms, but was 
unable to refrain from larding them witfa inter* 
jections of surprise at such luck cbancii^ to fall 
upon the young man so early. 

^^ It had never taken place bdbre in the 
Scottish Guard,^ he said, ^^ not even in hia own 
instance. But doubtless his service must te to 
mount guard over the popinjays and Indian pea- 
cocks, which the Venetian ambassador had lately 
presented to the King — ^it could be nolbing dae^ 
and such duty being only fit for a beardless boy» 



OHAP* X. THK SBMTINSU 251 

(here be twirled his own grim moustaches,) he 
was glad the lot had fallen on his &ir nephew.**^ 

Quick, and abarp of wit, as well as ardent in 
limey, Quentin saw Tisions of high^ importance 
in this early summons to the royal presence, 
and his heart beat high at the imticipation of 
rising into speedy distinction. He determined 
carefully to watch the manners and language of 
his conductor, which he suspected must, in some 
cases at least, be interpreted by contraries, as 
soothsayeris are said to discover the interpretation 
of dreams. He coula not but hug himself on ha- 
ying observed strict secrecy on the events of the 
chace, and then formed a resolution, which, for 
so young a person, bad much prudence in it, 
that while he breathed the air of this secluded 
and mysterious court, he would keep his thoughts 
locked in his bosom, and his tongue under the 
most carrful regulation. 

His equipment was soon complete, and, with 
his harquebuss on his shoulder, (for though they 
retained the name of Archers, the Scottish Guard 
very eariy substituted fire-arms for the long*bow, 
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in the use of which their nation «ever exodied^) 
befidlowed Master Ohrcr out of the barrick« ' 

His uncle lodccd Ibi^ after him^ with sicoun- 
ten«»ee in' which wonder was Mended wi^ ctt« 
riosily; andtbough neither envy nor the n»l%v 
nant feeliiigB wtndi it ei^hders^ entered'into hk 
honest aaeditatioDs^ there was yet a sense;^ 
wounded or dimimshed self-importanoe) whidi 
mingled with .the pleasure existed by his neu 
{diew^a favourable cUnuneneemeht of aernoe. 

He shook his head gravely, *<q9ened a priiv^ 
cupbosU^d, took oiit a large io^iin^ of ^ut old 
wini^) shook it to examine how low the oontenta 
hadebbed,fijl^ and dranka hearty cup;, then took 
his .seat, half reclining, on the g.*eat oaken settle, 
and having once again slowly shaken bis.head, 
received so much' apparent benefit from the oa* 
ciUatioi^ that, like the toy called a mandarin, Jbe 
continued the motion until he dropped ioto^ 
slumber, from which he was first roused by the 
signal to dinner^ . 

When Quentin Durward left his unele to th^s^ 
sublime meditations,. be followed his conductor. 



CHAP. -X. THE SENTINEL. 2S8 

Master Oliter, Mrho, ^thout crossing any of the 
principal courts,, led htm partly through priv£Ue 
passages e^eposed to the open air, but chiiefly 
through a . niaze of Miairs, vaults, and galleries, 
cojnnmnicating m^ each other by secret doors, 
find at unexpected pcndts, into a large ilnd spa- 
cious latticed gallery> .iivbich, from itsbrea^tb, 
ii)ight hav^. bemi almo^; termed a haU, hutig 
yriHx iaj^stry more ancient than beautiful, and 
with a very few of the baird, cold, ghastly-look^ 
itig pictu^, belon^ng to the first dawn of the 
arts, which preceded their splendid sunrise; 
These were designed to represent the Paladins 
of Charlemagne, who made siich a distinguished 
%ure in the iromantic history of France ; and as 
the. gigantic fbrm of the celebrated Oriando con- 
stituted the most promin^it figure, the apart- 
ment acquired from him the title of Roland^s 
Hall, or Roland's Gallery. 
; '" You will keep watch here," said Oliver, in 
a low whisper, as if the hard delineations of mou 
nardis and. warriors around could have been of. 
fended, at the. elevation of his voice, or as if he 
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bad feared to awaken the echoes that lurked 
among the gromed^.Taults and Gothic drop-work 
of this huge and dreary apartment 

^ What are the orders and ngnsof my watch P 
answered Quentin, in the same suppressed time. 
' ** Is your harquebuss loaded ?^ replied (Mivter^ 
without answering his query. 

** Thal,^ answered Quentin, << is soon done;^ 
and proceeded to chaige his weapmii and to li^t 
the slow-match, (by which when necessnty it wa6 
diacbai^ed,) at the embers of a wood-fire, wfaadi 
was expiring in the huge hall diimney— « cUnw 
ney itself so large, that it might have been odled 
aGothic closet cmt diapel appertaining to the halL 

When this was perfiormed, Oliver told him that 
he was ignonuit of one of the high privileges of 
his own corps, which only recdved orders 6om 
the King in person, or the High Constable of 
France, in lieu of their own officers. '' You are 
placed here by his Majesty^s ccmimand, young 
nan,"^ added Oliver, *^ and you will not be long 
here without knowing wherefore you ^e sum«» 
moned. Meantime your walk extends along this 
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gallery. You are permitted to stand still while 
you list, but on no account to sit down, or quit 
your weapon. You are not to sing aloud, or 
whistle, upon any account ; but you ifaay, if you 
list, mutter some of the cburchV prayers, or what 
you list that has no offence in it, in a low voice. 
Farewell, and keep good watch.^ 

<< Good watch r thought the 3routhfi]l soldier 
as bis guide stdie away from him with that noise-^ 
lies gliding step which was peculiar to him, and 
vanished through a lade-door bdiihd tbe arra&«— 
^* Good watch ! but upon whom, and against 
whom?— -for what, save bats or rats, Are the):^ here 
to contend with, unless these grim old represent* 
tatives of humanity should start into life for the 
disturbance of my guard ? Well, it is my duty, 
I suppose, and I must perform it^ 

With the vigorous purpose of discharging his 
duty^ even to the very rigour, he tried to while 
away the time with some of the pious hymns 
which he had learned in the convent in which he 
had found shelter after the death of his f«ther-^ 
allowing in his own mind, diat, but for the change 
of a novice'^s frock for the rich military dress 
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which be now wore, his soldierly walk in the royal 
gallery of France resembled greatly those of 
wbidi be had tiled excessii^y in the ckoBtered 
seduskm of Aberbrotbodc. 

Presently, as if to coDTince himself he now be- 
longed not to the cell but to the worlds he chaimt- 
ed to himself, bat in sudi tone as not to exceed 
theJOoensegiTentohim^some of the ancientnide 
ballads which the old family harper had tab^t 
him, of the defeat of the Daaes at Aberlemno 
and Forres, the murther of Kii^ Duffbs at 
Forfar, and other piAy sonnets and k^s, which 
appertained to the history of his distant native 
coontyy, and particularly of the dislbnct to whidi 
he bdoBged. This wore away a conad««ble 
space of time, and it was now more than two 
hours past noon^ when Quentin was reminded by 
h>6 appetite, that the good &tbers of Aberbroth- 
ock, however strict in demanding his attendance 
upon the hours of devetiiM), were no less pointed 
in summoning him to those of refection ; wheceas 
here, in the interior of a royal palace, after a 
mprmng spent in exerase, and a noon ^hausted 
in duty, no man seemed to cohsider it as a natU- 
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tal consequence that he must be impatient for his 
dinner. 

There are, however, charms in sweet sounds 
which can lull to rest even the natural feelings of 
impatience, by which Quentin was now visited. 
At the opposite extremities of the long hall or 
gallery, were two large doors ornamented with 
heavy architraves, probably opening into differ- 
ent suites of apartments, to which the gallery ser- 
ved as a medium of mutual communication. As 
the sentinel directed his solitary walk betwixt 
these two entrances, which formed the boundary 
of his duty, he was starded by a strain of music, 
which was suddenly -waked near one of those 
doors, and which, at least in his imagination, was 
a combination of the same lute and voice by which 
he had been enchanted upon the preceding day. 
All the'dreams of yesterday morning, somuch 
weakened by the agitating circumstances which he 
had since undergone, again arose more vivid from 
their slumber, and, planted on the spot where his 
ear could most'conveniently drink in the sounds, 
Quentin remained, with his hafquebuss shoul-. 

VOL. I. R 
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dcred, his mouth half open, ear» eye, and soul 
directed to the spot, rather the picture of a sen* 
tinel than a living fonn, — ^without any other idea, 
than that of catching, if posnble, eadi passing 
sound of the dulcet melody. 

These delightful sounds were but partially 
heard-— they languished, lingered, ceased totally, 
and were from time to time renewed after unceri* 
tain intervals. But, berides that mumc, like 
beauty, is often most ddightful, or at least most 
interesting to the imagination, when- its channs 
are but partially displayed, and the imagini^ion 
is left to fill up what is from distance but imper* 
fectly detailed, Quentin had matter adough t» 
&l up his reverie during the intenrab of faseiQa- 
tion. He oould not doubt, from the report at hi* 
uncle*s comrades^and die seeBewIaeh had passed 
in the presenoe^haaoeber Aat morning, that the 
ym wh» thus ddighted his ears, was not, as he 
had profanely supposed, the daughter or kins* 
vonum of a base CcAareHer^ but the ^^%uised 
9nd distressed Countess, for whose cause Sangs 
and Princes were now about to buckle on armour. 
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and put lance in rest A hundred wild dreams, 
such as romantic and adventurous youth readily 
nourished in a romantic and adventurous age, 
chased from his eyes the bodily presentment of 
the actual scene, and substituted their own be« 
wildering delusions, when at once, and rudely, 
they were banished by a rough grasp laid upon 
his weapon, and a harsh voice which exclaimed, 
close to his ear, ^^ Ha ! Pasques-dieu^ Sir Squire, 
methinks you keep sleepy ward here !^ 

The voice was the tuneless, yet impressive 
and ironical tone of Maitre Pierre, and Quentin, 
suddenly recalled to himself, saw, with shame 
and fear, that he had, in his reverie, permitted 
Louis himself— entering probably by some secret 
door, and gliding along by the wall, or behmd 
the tapestry— to approach him so nearly, as al- 
most to master his weapon. 

The first impulse of his surprise was to free 
his harquebuss by a violent exertion, which made 
the King stagger backward into the hall. His 
next apprehension was, that, in obeying the ani. 
mal instinct, as it may be termed, which prompts 
a brave man to resist an attempt to disarm him. 
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he bad aggravated, by a personal struggle with 
the King, the displeasure produced bj the negli-^ 
gence with which he had performed his duty upon 
guard ; and; under this impresaon, he recovered 
his barquebuss without almost knowing what he 
did, and having again shouldered it, stood mo- 
tionless before the Monarch, whom he had reason 
to omclude he bad mortally oflfended. 

Louis, whose tyrannical dispositicm was less 
founded on natural ferocity or cruelty of temper, 
than on cold-blooded policy and jealous sus- 
picion, had, nevertheless, a share of that caustic 
severity which would have made him a despot in 
private conversation, and always seemed to enjoy 
the pain which he inflicted on occasions like the 
present. But he did not push his triumph far, 
and contented himself with saying,*— *< Thy ser- 
vice of the morning hath already overpaid some 
negligence in so young a ^soldier— Hast thou 
dined ?'^ 

Quentin, who rather looked to be sent to the 
Provost-Marshal than greeted with such a com- 
pliment^ answered humbly in the negative. 

^^ Poor lad^^ said Louis, in a softer tone than 
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he usually spoke in, << hunger hath made him 
drowsy. — I know thine appetite is a wolf,^ he 
continued ; ^^ and I will save thee from one wild 
beast as thou didst me from another ; thou hast 
been prudent too in that matter, and I thank thee 
for it. Canst thou yet hold out an hour without 
Ibod?^ 

** Four-and-twenty, Sire,'' replied Durward, 
** or I were no true Scot;^ 

" I would not for another kingdom be the 
pasty to encounter thee after such a vigil,^ said 
the King ; ^^ but the question now is, not of thy 
dinner, but of my own. I admit to my table 
this day, and in strict privacy, the Cardinal 
Balue and this Burgundian— -this Count de 
Crevecoeur, and something may chance — ^tfae 
devil is most busy when foes meet on terms of 
truce.'' 

He stopped, and remained silent, with a deep 
and gloomy look. As the King was in no haste 
to proceed, Quentin at length ventured to ask 
what his duty was to be in these circumstances* 
To keep watch at the beauflet, wkh thy 
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loaded weapon,'^ said Louis ; ^* and if theie is 
treason, to shoot the traitor dead.^ 

** Treason, Sire ! and in this guarded Castle !^ 
exclaimed Durward. 

" Tou think it impossible,'^ said the King, not 
offaided, it would seem, by his frankness ; '<bat 
our histcMj has shewn that treason can creqi 
into an augre-hole.*--*- Treason excluded by 
guards! O thou siUy boy ! — quig cu9todiaiipm» 
eustodes-^ifho shall exclude the treason of those 
very warders r* 

^ Their Scottish honour,'^ answered Durward, 
boldly. 

** True ; most right-^thou pleasest me,*" said 
the King, che^ully ; ^* the Scottish hcmour 
was ever true, and I trust it accordingly. But 
Treason T — Here he relapsed into his former 
gloomy mood, and traversed the apartment with 
unequal steps— >^* She sits at our feasts, she 
sparkles in our bowla, she wears the beard of our 
counsellors, the smiles of our courtiers, the crazy 
laugh of our jesters — above all, shelie&hid under 
the friendly air of a reconciled -enemy. Louis 
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ef Orleans trusted Jotm of Burgundy— he was 
murdered in the Rue Barbette. John of Bur- 
gundy trusted the faction of Orleans — he was 
murdered on the bridge of Montereau. I will 
trust no one-«no one. Hark ye ; I will keep 
my eye on that insolent Count ; ay, and on the 
Churdiman too, whom I hold not too faidifiil. 
When I say, Ecosse^ en avcmt^ shoot Crevecosur 
dead on the spot^ 

*< It is my duty,^ said Quentin, '' your Ma- 
jesty'^s life being endangered.^ 

<* Certainly— I mean it no otherwise,^ said the 
King. — ^^ What should I get by slaying this in- 
solent soldier? — Were it the Constable Saint 
Paul indeed^ — Here he paused, as if he thought 
he had said a word too much, but resumed, laugh- 
ing, ^' There^s our brother-in-law, James of Scot- 
land — ^your own James, Quentin—poniarded the 
Douglas when on a hospitable visit, within his 
own royal castle of Skirling.^ 

^' Of Stirling,^ said Quentin, ^^ and so please 
your highness.-— It was a deed of which came 
little good."" 

Stirling call you the castle ?^ said the King, 
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overlooking the latter part of QueDtiii^s speeck'— - 
*^ Well, let it be Stidtog — the name is nothiog 
to the purpose. But I meditate no injury to 
these men — ^none — It would serve roe nothing* 
They may not purpose equally fair by me.— *I 
rely jon thy barqyebuss.^^ 

*' I shall be prompt at the ngnal,^ said Quen^ 
tin; <* but vet "^ 

" You hesitate,^ said the King. " Speak out — f 
I give thee full leave. From such as thee hints 
may be caught that are right valuable.^ 

*^ I would only presume to say,^ replied Quen- 
tin, ^^ thaJt your Majesty having occasion to 
distrust this Buigundian, I marvel that you suiifer 
him to approach so near your person, and that, 
in privacy.^ 

<^ O content you. Sir Squire,"" said the King. 
^^ There are some dai^ers, which, when they are 
braved, disappear, and which yet, when there is 
an obvious and apparent dread of them displayed, 
become certain and inevitable. . When. I walk 
boldly up to a surly mastiff, and caress him, it 
is ten to one I sooth him to good temper; if I. 
shew fear of him^ he flies on me and rends me. 
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I will be thus far frank with thee—- It concernfit 
me Dearly that this man returns not to his head* 
long master in a resentful humour. I run my risk, 
therefore. I have never shunned to expose my 
life for the weal of my kingdom.— -Follow me.*" 

Louis led his young Life-guardsman^for whom 
he seemed to have taken a spedal favour, tfarougK 
the side^door by which he had himself entered, 
saying, as he shewed it him, ^^ He who would 
thrive at court must know the private wickets 
and concealed stair-cases — ^ay, and the traps and 
pitfalls of the palace, as well as the principal eo* 
trances, folding-doors, and portals.^^ 

After several turns and passages, the King en* 
tered a small vaulted room, where a table was 
prepared for dinner with three covers. The whole 
furniture and arrangements of the room were 
fiam almost to meanness. A beauffet, or folding 
and moveable cupboard, held a few pieces of gold 
and silver plate, and was the only article in the 
chamber which had, in the slightest degree, the 
appearance of royalty. Behind this cupboard, 
and completely hidden by it, was the post which 
Louis^ssigned to Quentin Diirward; and after 
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lumog aaoertaiiiedy hy going tD difSevei^ jMurts 
of the roomy that he was nmaibk on all quar-^ 
ien» he gave him his kat cha rge ■ " . Bemember 
the wordy EeosiCj en aotmi; aad ao.80Qii as ever 
I utter these soonda, tbroir down die aoeen-p- 
qiare not for cup or goblet, and be sure thoa take 
good aim at Creveooniri— If thy pieoe fiul, dii^ 
to himy and lue thy kmSs^-Ohwa and I canded. 
with the CaidBnaL" 

Having thus qiokcn, he whistled alondy and 
summoned into the apartment (Hiver, who was 
premier-valet of the diandier as well as barber^ 
and who, in fact, performed all offices immediate.* 
ly connected with the King's person, and who 
BOW appeared, attended by two dd men, wha 
were the only assistants or waiters at the royid 
table. So soon as the King had taken hb plaoc^ 
the visitors were admitted ; and Quentin, though 
himself unseen, was so atuated as to remark all 
the particulars of the interview. 

The King welcomed his visitors with a dq^ree 
of cordiality, whidb Quentin had the utmost diffi- 
culty to recondle with the directions which he had 
previously received, and the purpose for which he 
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Stood behind the beauffet with his deadly weapon 
in readiness. Not only did Louis appear totally 
free from apprehenuon of any kind^ but one 
woiild have supposed that those guests whom he 
had done the high honour to admit to his table^ 
were the very persons in whom he could most woh 
resenredly confide, and whom he was most wiDtng 
to honour. Nothing could be more dignified, 
and, at the same time, more courteoiu, thatn his 
demeanour. While all around him, including 
even his own dress, was far beneath what the 
petty princes of the kingdom displayed in their 
festivities, his own language and manners were 
those of a mighty Soverdgn in his most conde* 
scending mood. Qu^ntin was tempted to sup^ 
pose, either that the whole of his previous eon« 
versation with Louis had been a dream, or that 
the dutiful demeanour of the Cardinal, and the 
frank, open, and gallant bearing of the Burgun- 
dian noble, had entirely erased the Kings's sus- 
picions. 

But whilst the guests, in obedience to the 
King, were in the act of pladng themselves at 
the table, his Majesty darted one keen gltfnce 6a 
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tlieni,aiid tben instantly directed his look toQuen^ 
tin^s post This was dcMie in an instant ; but the 
glance conveyed so much doubt and hatred to- 
wards bis guests, such a •peremptory injunction 
on <Quentin to be watchful in attendance, and 
prompt in execution^ that no room was left for 
doubting that the sentiments of Louis continued 
unaltered, and his apprehensions unabated He 
was, therefinre, more than ever astonished at the 
deep Teil under which that Monarch was aiUe to 
conceal the movements of his jealous dispoatiop. 

Appearing to have entirely forgotten the lan- 
guage which CrevecoBor had held towards him in 
the face of his court, the King conversed with him 
of old times, of events which had occurred during 
his own exile in the territories of Burgundy, and 
inquired respecting all the nobles with whcmi he 
had been thenfamiliar,asif thatperiodhadindeed 
been the happiest of his life, and as if he retained 
towards all who had contributed to soften the 
term of his exile the kindest and most grateful 
sentiments. 

^* To an ambassador of another nation,^ he 
said, *< I would have thrown something of state 
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into aur reception ; but to an old friend, who 
shared my board at the Castle of Genappes, I 
wished to shew myself, as I love best to live, 
old Louis of Valois, as simple and plain as any 
of his Parisian badauds* But I directed them 
to make some better cheer for you, Sir Count, 
for I know your Burgundian proverb, ^ Mieux 
vcmlt bon repas que bet habit ^'^ and I bid them 
have some care of our table. For our wine, you 
know well it is the subject of an old emulation be- 
twixt France and Burgundy, which we will pre- 
sently reconcile ; for I will drink to you in Bur^ 
gundy, and you. Sir Count, shall pledge me in 
Champagne.— Here, Oliver, let me have a cup of 
Vin SAuxerreC^ and he hummed gaily a song 
then well known — 

'* Auxerre est le botsson des Rois/' 

" Here, Sir Count, I drink to the health of the 
noble Duke of Burgundy, our kind and loving 
cousin.-— CHiver, replenish yon golden cup with 
Vin de RheimSf and give it to the Count on youi 
knee— he represents our loving brother, — My 
Lord Cardinal, we will ourself fill your cup."" 

18 
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*^ Toa have alieady, Sire, even to overfloir* 
ing,'^ said the Cardinal, with the lowly nuen of a 
favourite towards an indulg^t master. 

*< Because we know that your Eminence can 
carry it with a steady hand,^ said Louis. ** But 
which nde do you espouse in the great contro- 
Tersy— Sillery or Auxerre-— France xnt Burgun« 
dyr 

^ I will stimd neutral, Sire,^ said the Caidinaly 
<< and replenish my cup with Auvemat.* 

<* A neutral has a perilous part to sustain,** 
said the King; but as he observed the Cardinal 
colour somewhat, he glided from the subject, and 
added, ** But you prefer the Auvemat, because it 
is so noble it suffers not water.-*-You, Sir Count, 
hesitate to ill your cup. I trust you have found 
no national bitterness at the bottom.'^ 

** I would, Sir,'' said the Count de Crevecoeur, 
*^ that all national quarrels could be as pleasant^ 
ly ended as the rivalry betwixt our vineyards.^ 

** With time. Sir Count — ^with time— -such 
time as you have taken to your draught of Cham- 
pagne.— And now that it is finished, favour me by 

putting the goblet in your bosom, and keying it 

11 
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as a fdedge of our regard. It is not to every one 
that we would part with it It belonged of yore to 
that terror of France, Henry V. of England, and 
was taken when Rouen was reduced, and those 
islanders expelled £rom Normandy by the j<Hnt 
arms of France and Burgundy* It cannot be 
better bestowed than on a noble and valiant Bur- 
gundian, who well knows that in the union of 
these two nations depends the oontinuance of the 
freedom of the continent from the English yoke,^ 
The Count made a suitable Miswer, and Louis 
gB¥e unrestrained way to the satirical gaiety of 
^spoaticA which sometimes enlivened the darker 
shades of his character. Leading, of course, the 
conversation, his remarks, always shrewd and 
caustic, and often actually witty, were seldom 
good-natiu*ed, and the anecdotes with which he 
illustrated them were often more humorous than 
delicate ; but in no one word, syllaUe, or letter, 
did he betray the state of mind of one who, ap. 
prehensive of assassination, hath in his apartment 
an armed soldier, with his piece loaded, in order 
to prevent or anticipate the deed. 
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The Count of Grevecceur gave frankly iolib 
the King^s humouf ; iiiiilie the smooth eburoh^ 
man kugfaed at every jest, and enhanced every 
ludicrous idea, without expressing any shame at 
expressions which made the rustic young Scot 
blush even in his place of concealment. In about 
an hour and a half the tables were drawn ; and 
the^King, taking.courteous leave of his guests, 
gave the signal that it was his desire to be alone. 

So soon as all, even Oliver, had retired, he 
called Quentin from his place of concealment ; 
but with a voice so faint, that the youth could 
scarce believe it to be the same which had so lately 
given animation to the jest, and zest to the tale. 
As he approached he saw an equal change in his 
countenance. The light of assumed vivacity had 
left his eyes, the smile had deserted his face, and 
he exhibited all the fatigue of a celebrated actor, 
when he has finished the exhausting representa- 
tion of some favourite character. 

" Thy watch is not yet over," he said to Quen- 
tin — " refresh thyself for an instant — ^yonder dor- 
mant table affords the meaiis— I will th^ instruct 
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tbee in thy farther duty. Meanwhile, it is ill talk- 
ing between a full man and a fasting.^ 

He threw himself back on hisaest, covered his 
brow with his hand, and was silent. 
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